
  

On Sunday June 9th, the Blueberry Mountain 
Community Hall held a commemoration 
ceremony to dedicate a permanent display to 
their veterans. A BBQ luncheon was held with 
Silver Cross families of Blueberry Mountain, 
dignitaries, and special guests’ courtesy of the 
Blueberry Mountain Goodwill Society. 

The celebration included a special tribute to 
Col James Riley Stone of Blueberry Mountain 
the commanding officer of the of the 2 Princess 
Patricia Canadian Light Infantry during the Battle 

of Kapyong 
and in 2016 was 
recognized as 
a hero by the 
South Korean 
Government. 

Consul General 
Jongho Kyun 
and Consul 
Kim of Veterans 

Affairs spoke of the courage and 
sacrifice displayed by Canadian 
Soldiers during the Korean War.

Shirley Hayden, Staff member 
of the Municipal District of Spirit 
River No.133 accepted on behalf 
of her father Garland Robert 
Bishop the Korean Ambassador 
for Peace Medal, Nick vanRootselaar Deputy 
Reeve for the Municipal District of Spirit River 
No.133 and Central Peace -Notley MLA Todd 
Loewen also spoke to the soldier’s dedication to 
service and remarkable determination.

Also in attendance were Korean War veterans 
who served under Col. Stone; Col. Vanessa 
Hanrahan, chairperson of the Military Police 
fund for Blind Children and Deputy Provost 
Marshal; Members of the Military Police National 
Motorcycle Relay and Ride for Vision and Valour; 
and numerous families of local Blueberry 
Mountain veterans. 
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Annual MDSR 133 Ratepayer's Meeting: Well Received!

Blueberry Ceremony | Korean War

Ratepayers from around the MD gathered on 
June 20th at the Brownlee Building behind the 
MD administration building to enjoy a BBQ and 
talk with council and staff about the work of 
MD Council and staff. The Rycroft Community 
Library, Family and Community Support 
Services, Central Peace Fire and Rescue 
Commission along with Northern Lights Fiber 

all had booths at the gathering to answer any 
questions ratepayers may have had.

MD of Spirit River Reeve Tony Van Rootselaar 
highlighted the many successes of the MD over 
the past few years and spoke of future efforts 
for the council and staff. He commended the 
excellent staff for their hard work, dedication, 
and ingenuity they all contribute to ensure 
excellence and financial accountability to the MD 
and its ratepayers.

Booths were set up and managers from each 
department were available to answer questions. 
All enjoyed a burger and snacks. The MD 

Ratepayer’s meeting is an annual event 
intended to bring ratepayers 
together to celebrate successes  
as well as to express any concerns 
to their council representatives.

(780) 864-3500  |  mdsr133@mdspiritriver.ab.ca  |  www.mdspiritriver.ab.ca
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Your AG Report

2024 Vegetation Management
This year the MD of Spirit River seasonal 
staff main focus will be on three 

Noxious Weed species 
– Yellow Toadflax, 
Scentless Chamomile, 
and Canada Thistle. 

Throughout the 2024 
season we will be using 
Integrated Pest 
Management control 

methods such as mechanical mowing, 
hand-pulling, herbicide application, 
seeding, and weed inspections.

Please drive with caution when 
driving by our roadside mowers 
and sprayers. 

Our Weed inspectors will be out in full 
force so please be courteous to them and 
if you have any questions feel free to reach 
out to our Agricultural Fieldman.

Rural Routes: Updates on Public Works

Council Motions MDSR 133 Council June 5th, 2024

July 25, 2024 | 1:00 PM - 6:30 PM 
PCBFA Research Farm | 820059 RR 35

WAGON RIDES      KIDS ACTIVITIES  
FOOD TRUCK      AG DEMONSTRATIONS 
VENDOR BOOTHS    FARM TOUR & MORE!

Scentless Chamomile

Yellow Toadflax

Canada Thistle

The next Council Meeting will be held on July 3, 2024 at 9:00am in the Council Chambers 
located in the MD Office in Spirit River. Council meetings are open to the public and we 
welcome all to attend!

The next Council Meeting will be held on July 15, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers 
located in the Town of Spirit River Administration Office.  Council meetings are open to the 
public and we welcome all to attend!

Some of the following motions were made at our Council Meeting on June 5th, 2024.

Some of the following motions were made at our Council Meetings on June 3rd & 17th  2024.

Anyone wishing to review more of our Council Meeting minutes can visit the MD of 
Spirit River #133 website under Council and Council Meeting Minutes.

Anyone wishing to review more of our Council Meeting minutes can visit the Town 
of Spirit River website under Government and Minutes.

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Moved by Councillor Stan Bzowy that the regular council meetings scheduled 
for June 19th, July 17th and August 21,2024, be cancelled.

MOVED by Councillor Stanich that Administration move forward with the planned 
assessment and feasibility study of the old Pleasant View Lodge for repurposing the 
building into a daycare and housing at a cost of $40,000 with 50% being paid from 
the NRED Program and 50% to be split between the Town of Spirit River and the MD of 
Spirit River No. 133 with funds to come from the Administration Reserves.

MOVED by Councillor Skoworodko that Administration purchases a $1,000.00 
sponsorship for the Rycroft Ag Society Race the 8 Wagons and Bulls.

MOVED by Councillor Nicholson that Council approves the replacement of the 
tarp, add checker plate for slip protection, add LED lights and paint the trolley for 
$5,000.00 with funds to come from the LGFF Operational Grant.

Moved by Councillor Tony Van Rootselaar that Bylaw -06-2024, for the purpose of 
controlling vehicle speeds in the Municipal District of Spirit River No. 133 be read a 
third and final time and be passed.

MOVED by Councillor Thomas that Administration drafts a bylaw to rezone the Downtown 
Commercial District (C1 Zone) on 47 Avenue from 49 Street to 52 Street to reflect current 
businesses and to allow those business to expand or allow for new development.

MOVED by Councillor Meyer that Council allows for the creation of a Recreation 
Advisory Committee and accepts the Terms of Reference as presented and Mayor 
Yaremko and Councillor Nicholson be appointed.

Moved by Councillor Elaine Garrow that item 15.J. Information - Letter of response 
from the minister of Energy and Natural Resources to MDSR 133 RE: Hydroelectricity 
as an alternative source in Northern Alberta, be accepted as information.

156.06.05.24

24-577

24-585

24-604

166.06.05.24

24-582

24-602

168.06.05.24

Council Motions TOSR Council June 3rd  & 17th, 2024

The region has been very fortunate 
to see the new seniors lodge in the 
Town of Spirit River. This is a great 
asset for the region and a wonderful 
new home for our seniors. With the 
new lodge comes approximately 
40 new positions in the region – if 
we can find affordable housing and 

even a daycare to attract these new 
residents. The Spirit River region 
is classified as a daycare desert, 
meaning we do not have enough 
daycare spaces.

With that in mind the MD of Spirit 
River is looking into opportunities 
to repurpose the old lodge into a 
daycare and affordable housing. You 
may think this isn’t the responsibility 
of a rural MD, because its in the 
town. But all MD residents use the 
medical services in town, many MD 

The gravel program is approximately 
50% complete and stockpiling at 
the Dunvegan gravel pit is ongoing. 
The calcium program has been 
completed. The first calls have been 
completed on Range Road 62 and 
the estimated start date for the road 
project is set for the beginning of July.

Public Works staff acquired an older 
truck and fitted it with a water tank to 

add a water truck to their arsenal.

They also repurposed a pick-up and 
turned it into a service truck. This 
truck increases efficiency of public 
works services as repairs can be done 
in the field.

Did you know? Utilizing three 
graders, the MD maintains 
approximately 500 kms of road!

Pleasantview Lodge: Repurpose Options?
MD looks at repurposing Pleasantview Lodge

Come have a
FIELD DAY

WITH THE PEACE COUNTRY 
BEEF & FORAGE ASSOCIATION

Summer
FARM TOURS

Regenerative Small-Scale Farm Tour
with Scott Andrews & Family of Peace Acres Farm

Forest Raised Pork, Rotating Pasture Chickens, 
integrating livestock into gardening, Live 

Hedging Fences & More!  

JUNE

26

Summer
RESEARCH PLOT TOUR

Saddle Hills Hayland & Variety Trials
Join PCBFA as we tour our Hayland & Variety Trials in 
the Saddle Hills County, analyzing common varieties 

of Wheat, Peas, Oats, and Barley in Peace Region 
soils, as well as various seeding methods for hayland.

AUGUST

9

residents are employed and need child 
care, and many MD residents retire and 
move into town.

If the daycare and housing shortage 
isn’t resolved, the new lodge will not be 
open to full capacity – so the MD hopes 
to help find a solution. We have already 
lined up a daycare and are presently 

working with the town on doing an 
asbestos and engineering study on 
the building to determine if there is 
potential to repurpose the building. 

The MD does not plan to run a daycare 
or a housing project but perhaps the 
MD can facilitate the project to attract 
an organization that will. 

We will keep you posted.

June 30th 11 AM - 4 PM  
Nardam Campground 
MD of Spirit River 133 and The Village 
of Rycroft Library Board will be 
hosting a Canada Day Celebration 
BBQ at Nardam Campground
Come join us for a BBQ and a whole 
lot of fun activities for everyone!

Canada Day 2024



CHEPI SEPE PARK 
MUNICIPAL CAMPGROUND

We are located along Highway 49 at the East 
entrance into town. 

There are 15 full service campsites & 5 pull 
through stalls with electricity only, a cooking 
house, showers, information booth, water fill 
station and a sanitation dump all located in a 
beautiful park-like setting. 

Sites are available at a first-come-first-served 
basis; we don’t accept reservations.

For more information, please contact us.

Campground Attendant: 
(780) 978-7829

Town Office: 
(780) 864-3998

Public Works: 
(780) 864-3126

JULY 27th 2024

PARADE DAY

Join G3 Rycroft & MD 133 for the 
Rycroft Race the 8 parade!

Seniors, you’re invited to take part 
from the comfort of the shuttle bus!

Pick up and drop off will be at the 
Pleasant View Lodge in Spirit River, 
we can also arrange to pick up at a 
residence if you would like. Just let 
Vanessa know when you RSVP.

Pick up will be at approximately 
10:00am on Saturday, July 27, (details 
will be provided closer to the event 
to those who RSVP.)

Please RSVP by July 19th to Vanessa 
Pybus at 780-500-9783 or  
Vanessa_Pybus@G3.ca.

Feel free to reach out with any 
questions & concerns.

SPIRIT RIVER  
MUNICIPAL LIBRARY EVENTS

Weekly Stitch Group 
WEDNESDAY AT 6:30 PM

Monthly Book Club 
TUESDAY JULY 2 & TUESDAY AUGUST 6 AT 7:30 PM 

Monthly Writers Group 
THURSDAY JULY 2 AT 6:30 PM 

Weekly Summer Activities 
TUESDAYS JULY 9–AUGUST 20 AT 10:15 AM 
Geared for ages 11 years and younger – children 5 & under 
need an adult/caregiver with them

SUMMER MOVIE EVENTS  
Children’s Movies  
MONDAY JULY 22 & FRIDAY AUGUST 16  
FROM 1 TO 3 PM

Movie Marathons 
SATURDAY JULY 6 & SATURDAY AUGUST 3

(780) 864-4038 
4816 44 Avenue 
Spirit River, AB  T0H 3G0 
spiritriverlibrary.ab.ca

Meet & Mingle: Events & Stories Around Town

With your FREE membership at the 
Rycroft Community Library adventure 
begins: 
With the TumbleBookLibrary which 
offers animated & narrative story books;
Ancestry Library Edition where you get 
over 60 million Canadian records for 
your Ancestry search;
– Steve and Connie are here to support 
your search – book an appointment
One of a kind digital portal allows you 
to access a variety of contents including 
news, award winning podcasts, 
educational kids content, entertaining tv 
and radio shows.
SUMMER FUN – Watch out for events 
as we have a summer student, Colton, 
joining us, and he is eager to bring lots 
of fun and activities to everyone this 
summer – stayed tuned.
The coffee is always on come on down!

Community Kitchen
There are soups and meals! available to any 
seniors & individuals wanting support, at 
the FCSS office in Spirit River, the Birch Hills 
Seniors Centre in Wanham, the Food Bank 
and the Library in Rycroft. Contact us for 
more information, including what soups and 
meals are available. 
Other available programs for residents 
include: Home Support (subsidized light 
housekeeping) and Meals on Wheels. Please 
contact us for details.

Summer Camp 2024
Registration is open!  
Lots of spaces for local children ages 
5-11. Camp Wanago is open for 8 weeks, 
starting July 2nd and running until August 
23rd. The cost of registration is $15/day 
or $60/week. Located in Spirit River, 
camp runs from 8:45am-3:15pm Monday 
to Friday. Registration packages are 
available on our website, and via email 
by contacting us. 
Weekly Themes: Allies & Compadres, 
Super Heroes, Under the Sea, Olympics 
Week, Mad Scientist, Creepy Crawlys & 
Flyers, Tame the Wild (pets & animals), 
Set the Stage.

Get your community event in the 
monthly Community Connect!
Email cphawc2.connect@outlook.com 
by the 20th of the month before publication. 
You can also join the email list to receive the 
Community Connect by emailing cphawc1@
outlook.com.

For further details and inquiries, please 
contact Julie at the FCSS office: 
(780) 864-3500 press 2, or ext. 206, or 
email us at fcss@mdspiritriver.ab.ca.

Serv i ng the M D # 133 ,  S p i rit  R iv er,  Ry cro f t,  a nd 
w estern B i rch H i l ls  Cou nty

Central Peace Family & 
Community Support Services: 

The Rycroft 
Community Library
The Rycroft 
Community Library
MORE THAN JUST A LIBRARY

DID YOU KNOW?

Become a member of the newly formed  
Town of Spirit River Recration Advisory Committee!

The committee will be made up of three members 
of the community, one member of the Spirit River Ag 
Society, one member of the Spirit River Curling Club, 

and two members from Council.

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED TO BE A MEMBER, PLEASE 
CONTACT TRACY LAPPING AT  
tlapping@townofspiritriver.ca

MEMBERS NEEDED
RICHARDSON PIONEER CENTRAL PEACE 
AQUATIC CENTRE

The schedule & swim lessons are subject to 
change. We are an outdoor facility; therefore, 
temporary or partial closures may occur as a 
result of weather, water quality, maintenance, 
or programming revisions. 

If travelling from out of town, we recommend 
calling ahead of time.

(780) 864-2020 recmanager@townofspiritriver.ca 
(780) 864-3938 clerk@townofspiritriver.ca

it's time to

SWIM!


