
 

                     
July 11,2025 Newsletter                   
 

The next Council Meeting will be held on August 6,2025 at 9am in the 
Council Chambers located in the MD Office in Spirit River. Council 

meetings are recorded live for online public viewing! Please refer to 
our Facebook page or the MD website for your live link to log into these 

meetings. 
 

Some of the following motions were made at our Council Meeting on 
July 2,2025. 

 

 
A.           AGRICULTURAL - 2025 WEED INSPECTION AND PEST INSPECTOR APPOINTMENTS 

 
163.07.02.25      Moved by Councillor Nick vanRootselaar that council appoint Jeremy Cassell-Metzner,  
     Jaxson Stokes, and Shyanne Page as weed and pest inspectors under the Weed Control Act   
                                and the Agricultural Pests Act, effective from June 18th, 2025, until employment with  
                                the Municipal District of Spirit River No.133 ends. 
 
                               Reeve Tony Van Rootselaar                IN FAVOR 
                               Councillor Nick vanRootselaar           IN FAVOR 
                               Councillor Elaine Garrow                     IN FAVOR 
                               Councillor Stan Bzowy                          IN FAVOR 
 

                MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
 

               B.          Central Peace Regional Water Project - Concerns Regarding the Collaboration Agreement                     
 
164.07.02.25 Moved by Reeve Tony Van Rootselaar that the Municipal District of Spirit River No.133 maintain 

opposition to Saddle Hills County’s request to add the County of Grande Prairie No.1 as a full voting 



 

board member to the Central Peace Regional Water Project, further that, the MD’s position will 
remain in place until Saddle Hills County fulfill the requirements of the Central Peace Regional 
Water Project Collaboration Agreement. 

 
 
                               Reeve Tony Van Rootselaar                IN FAVOR 
                               Councillor Nick vanRootselaar           IN FAVOR 
                               Councillor Elaine Garrow                     IN FAVOR 
                               Councillor Stan Bzowy                          IN FAVOR 
 

                MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 

Anyone wishing to review our Council Meeting minutes can visit the 
MD of Spirit River #133 website under Council and Council Meeting 

Minutes. 

 

 
 

 

Public Works 
In the event of Emergency Call out of Municipal Equipment please call: David 

Johnson 780 864-9600. 
 

REMINDER , PLEASE NOTIFY US BEFORE YOU BURN. THOSE 
WHO DO NOT ADVISE OF CONTROLLED BURNS ARE SUBJECT 
TO A $ 500.00 FINE. THESE RULES APPLY YEAR ROUND! 
When calling for a burn notification please call the office Monday 
through Friday before 4:15pm. MD Office at (780) 864-3500 
 
` 
Attention MD of Spirit River Residents! 
 

Please be aware that our friendly property assessors will be making their rounds over 

the next couple of weeks. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to call the Assessor’s Office at 

Northern Sunrise County at (780)624-0013. 

 
Thank you! 

 



 

 
 
                                                                                                                                                                           

 

R360 ENVIRONMENTAL SOLUTIONS CANADA 
LANDFILL IS OPEN TO MD RATEPAYERS ONLY  
 
MD residents will be asked to show their Landfill Usage Card upon 
entering the landfill site.   
Regular Landfill Take in days: 
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 9am-5pm 
Saturday 10am-4pm 
Closed: Monday, Tuesday & Sunday 

R360 LANDFILL will no longer be accepting any chemical jugs 
or containers. 
If you have any questions, please contact the landfill at 780-765-3745 
Or the MD of Spirit River office at 780-864-3500 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
LANDFILL CARD UPDATE                                                                             

 
Attention MD Residents, 
Landfill cards that have been issued with an expiration 
date do not need to be renewed unless you are renting 
your land. If you own your property and your Landfill Card 
has an expiration date on it, please disregard this 
expiration date. Your Landfill card will remain active until 
you have either reached your load limit, you have sold 
your land, or if you have lost your Landfill privileges. If you 
are renting in the MD of Spirit River and your Landfill Card 
has expired, please stop by the office for renewal.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 
Preparing for the Role 
Have you decided you’re going to run for Council? Here are a few things you can do to prepare 
yourself for the role if you’re elected: 
1) Reading council agendas and minutes, and talking with current councillors;  
2) Viewing some council meetings;  
3) Connecting with former and current elected officials in your region or community to learn 
about their experiences; 
4) Meeting with local community groups to learn more about the important issues in your area. 
Check out the 2025 Election Nomination Package at 
http://mdspiritriver.ab.ca/.../administration/notice-board and visit Rural Municipalities of 
Alberta at rmalberta.com/ to learn more. 
 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fmdspiritriver.ab.ca%2Fdepartments%2Fadministration%2Fnotice-board%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2R639LOyu1syeLP5PHBtjMAibLX1DzqWanUb3-uzEAjFj1ddIZ8CzOWTY_aem_J_hLM8L_3NoKrPUurk5Jkg&h=AT3Waonja05wzak_K6umRYH9I5RyoO_e37tztQF2r_-OpFbBVjf6mRpDcJeNq9QXmTfRa1IwCDrgnUPzlNK4CqoH966I-i8b4XVzX2nRGqelz25nXQDJp-CJK1vvpF8CR6OSbZtlikm5jXqf&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT1tLyuELknJ4pE-MDzF-98t1NOqTqP6NB575f0NB1Dm50NnNGyKgYGF2j63wEOleBxiFJUbi6oMkx4qOBnNguuQLRb4f7SRHldHrG8qiDLtLJ1TsXBIAmfPIYxovfq6C2AzXKU0hqZh3q8W6ob61i9cb4NHvaYVWGnvdtrYRM4JAJ-uGB_PdaN3nbQDImUuOmDVRI_zEpAVScDdurb6o-hEnKE
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Frmalberta.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3NX9XjlzXg05NmY-jx5TqukNyI3i8vEsi-ulgzuGha9Cw8IPs33XkI7lI_aem_8a8Ikn4k-qekRFE6_raBNQ&h=AT1TXms9nyEKPJNXGRg3yglSEMSPIG8OEtavA7_FaJUIabmJeIl1wHGlp_8zZoNEodqcQdyQeM9wY8MPpZC63Uq6mMmDyLSNl3VJAiamrXOS39CHh4bOk5e9wRbwHxBUGIB6YmykB8vyGgpV&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT1tLyuELknJ4pE-MDzF-98t1NOqTqP6NB575f0NB1Dm50NnNGyKgYGF2j63wEOleBxiFJUbi6oMkx4qOBnNguuQLRb4f7SRHldHrG8qiDLtLJ1TsXBIAmfPIYxovfq6C2AzXKU0hqZh3q8W6ob61i9cb4NHvaYVWGnvdtrYRM4JAJ-uGB_PdaN3nbQDImUuOmDVRI_zEpAVScDdurb6o-hEnKE


 

As previously announced at the beginning of this year, Council of the MD of Spirit River #133 
dissolved the ward electoral system and implemented an at-large voting system. Further, at 
the next election, the councillor representation will be increased from 4 councillors to 5, 
elected at-large, representing the entire municipality. 

 

So, what exactly does this mean? 

 
Since there is no longer a ward system in the MD of Spirit River, each voter will be able to pick their top 5 
candidates for Council. Each ballot will contain the names of all the candidates who are running for 
Council. Without the ward system, this also means that each voter can choose up to 5 candidates 
regardless of where they live in the MD – anyone in the MD can vote for anyone on the ballot. 
 
However, it’s important to note that there can ONLY be 5 candidates selected. Any ballots with more 
than 5 candidates checked off will become VOID. 
 

Remember that voters need to register to vote in the 2025 Municipal Election: 
1)    All voters in the MD of Spirit River must be on the Permanent Electors Registry*. 
2)    To register or check your registration status, visit www.voterlink.ab.ca. 
3)    The MD of Spirit River receives its list of eligible voters from VoterLink, so please confirm 
your information is correct to ensure you're ready to vote. 
 
* If you do not register beforehand, you will still be able to vote. However, you will be required 
to register at the voting station on Election Day – October 20, 2025. 
 
Elections Alberta has all the information as to what voters need to bring to the voting booth.  

 

http://www.voterlink.ab.ca/


 

 
Following changes to Alberta’s Local Authorities Elections Act, all municipalities will use a list of 
registered voters for the upcoming October 20 election.  
Register now with VoterLink:  

www.voterlink.ab.ca  

info@elections.ab.ca  
 toll-free at 310-0000 then dial 780-427-7191 

http://www.voterlink.ab.ca/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0XxH-XsNcwyzSUCi43dQnI3LL0BGwEk9MXeBMiEGpSNHmBN3EDiJgnwmQ_aem_WhlBEe10Ss2At0iFiMuPoQ


 



 

Central Peace Family & Community Support Services 
serving the MD #133, Spirit River, Rycroft, and western Birch 

Hills County 
 
CAMP WANAGO – Registration is open! Watch for dates and themes on Facebook, 
go to our website for more information. www.centralpeacefcss.ca 

MEALS ON WHEELS! Meals on Wheels is hot meals delivered to your door; currently 
delivered Wednesdays and Fridays and is intended for persons that are unable to 
obtain or prepare their own meals. Call or email us for more information. 

HOME SUPPORT – for a senior over the age of 55 years, any person with a disability, 
new mothers (short-term basis only), any person recovering from a surgery or 
operation (short-term basis only), any person dealing with death of an immediate 
family member (short-term basis only); call or email FCSS to find out more! 

FCSS staff have to be out of the office on occasion. If you require in-person 
assistance, please CALL AHEAD (780-864-3500 extension 206) to ensure that 
someone will be available to help. 

IN CASE OF EMERGENCIES! Please go to the Central Peace Health Complex 
Emergency Room for medical or mental health support, you can also call the Mental 
Health Crisis Hotline (1-877-303-2642). If you are experiencing financial crisis, 
contact Alberta Support at 1-866-644-5135. During our non—business hours, you 
can reach FCSS on the FCSS cell phone at 780-864-5698 or check our website or 
Facebook pages for information and links. 

 
 
 

Maya Lipon FCSS Assistant Coordinator 

Central Peace Family and Community Support Services 

780-864-3500 ext. 206 

Box 389 Spirit River AB T0H 3G0 

 

http://www.centralpeacefcss.ca/


 

Rebecca Fitzsimmons FCSS Coordinator 

Central Peace Family and Community Support Services 

780-864-3500 ext. 206 

Box 389 Spirit River AB T0H 3G0 
 

We respectfully acknowledge that we are located on Treaty 8 

land, the traditional home of many First Nations and Métis. 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 
Bursaries Available 
 
The Council of the Municipal District of Spirit River #133 has implemented 
a $1,000.00 bursary program for students entering full time studies at a post 
secondary institution in Canada such as University or Community College and 
on-line programs. 
 
These bursaries apply to students and "continuing students" alike that are 
residents of the Municipal District of Spirit River #133. 
 
Applicants must demonstrate their past leadership qualities and/or commitments 
to their community in helping others. Applicants must also illustrate how their 
course of study will assist them in the future to exercise leadership and/or 
continue to demonstrate their commitment to their communities and to others in 
Northern Alberta. 
 
Applications are available on our website or can be picked up at the Municipal 
District of Spirit River #133 office at 4202-50th street, Spirit River, AB. 
 
Applications must be received by the MD office no later than July 31, 2025  

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

STAY CONNECTED AND INFORMED! This is a friendly reminder to download the Voyent App! 

And register to sign up for emergency alerts in our area, such as wildfires. If you see smoke or 

fire, please call 911. 
HOW TO REGISTER 

Step 1: Watch the short video: Registration tutorial - Voyent Alert! for tips @ 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=zSXaklw5tsI  

Step 2: Learn about registering for the Central Peace Fire & Rescue* Alerting System @ 

www.voyent-alert.com/community/#registration  

Step 3: Register: 

• For Mobile App Users, download and install the Voyent Alert! app from the Apple or Google 

Play app stores.  

• For Email, Phone, or SMS (Text message) Users, register online to receive alerts 

Once downloaded, register for your account by selecting your region on a map and receive 

immediate emergency alerts. 

YOU CAN ALSO ADD NEIGHBOURING MUNICIPALITIES 

Birch Hills County, County of Grande Prairie, City of Grande Prairie, and Saddle Hills County, 

just to name a few, also use the Voyent Alert! notification system. You can choose to receive 

alerts from Voyent Alert! for any or all of these communities. 

* The Central Peace Fire & Rescue covers the MD of Spirit River, the Town of Spirit River, and 

the Village of Rycroft 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zSXaklw5tsI&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR5DAvFdnVcNEuj_cztf5avBluv00l2w3KlI7zd6NdDTwEenxszoB--ivI7f2g_aem_dV7igJ5KNM2WQejMULGQ5g
http://www.voyent-alert.com/community/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR4tCfbMlDFre3bnYr5qbnmHmfbuREa2UOwG9Q8Bjwp-6owm54H2LjuAjS_bMQ_aem_EaE_lIl0fLotV8U9IpxNhQ#registration


 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 

 

 


