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The Central Peace Regional Water Project (CPRWP) is 
one of the most ambitious infrastructure undertakings 
in northwestern Alberta—a multi-phase, multi-
municipality effort designed to secure a long-term, 
sustainable supply of potable water for the Central 
Peace region. Envisioned and advanced by the “G5” 
municipalities—Birch Hills County, the MD of Spirit 
River, Saddle Hills County, the Town of Spirit River, 
and the Village of Rycroft—the project represents a 
transformative investment in regional resilience, growth, 
and collaboration.

A Regional Vision for Water 
Security
At the heart of the CPRWP is the goal of providing 
reliable, high-quality drinking water to rural and urban 
communities that have historically relied on small, local 
treatment plants, truck-fills, or limited groundwater 
resources. The Peace River was identified as the ideal 
long-term water source—stable, abundant, and capable of 
supporting future population, and industrial expansion.

Rather than each municipality facing the cost of building 
or upgrading its own water system, the G5 chose a unified 
approach. The result is a regional project designed to 
reduce duplication, share costs, and ensure that every 
partner has access to safe and sustainable water.

Phased Development  
and Key Infrastructure
The project is being constructed in six major phases, each 
addressing a different component of the regional system.

Phase 1.  
River Intake and Pumping Station
A new water intake structure on the Peace River will feed 
a deep 28-metre wet well—one of the most technically 
challenging elements of the project. From here, raw 
water will be pumped into the regional system. The 
intake includes access roads, a standby generator, 
control buildings, and other support infrastructure.

Contract 1—covering the intake structure and raw water 
transfer system—was awarded to Greenfield Construction 
for approximately $40.33 million, representing the 
largest infrastructure contract in Saddle Hills County’s 
history, with construction spanning roughly 785 days.

Phase 2.  
Raw Water Pipeline to Spirit River  
and Rycroft
Approximately 36 kilometers of large-diameter pipeline 
will move raw water from the river to proposed storage 
and treatment sites. Engineering teams used horizontal 
directional drilling to cross unstable terrain.

Work is progressing on the backbone transmission 
system that will carry raw water from the intake 
toward regional communities. A key component of this 
phase — the installation of a 1.8-kilometre steel pipeline 
through the Peace River Valley drilled beneath a valley 
to avoid landslide-prone soils — has been completed 
under Contract 2. Design and planning are continuing 
for the next segment of pipeline extending toward the 
Town of Spirit River and the Village of Rycroft, with 
future tendering anticipated as funding and engineering 
milestones are reached.

Phase 3.  
Regional Water Treatment Plant  
(The “Hub”)
A new, centralized treatment plant—on land already 
acquired—will eventually serve as the core of the CPRWP. 
The facility will include raw water storage reservoirs and 
modern purification systems designed to meet the needs 
of all partner communities. Existing local plants will be 
repurposed as pump stations or satellite distribution points.

Construction of the treatment facility will proceed once 
final design and procurement steps are complete.
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Phase 4.  
Conversion of Pipelines and System 
Expansion
Once the treatment plant is online, raw water pipelines 
will be converted into potable water carriers. This 
phase ensures the system can deliver safe, reliable 
drinking water to participating communities using the 
established transmission network.

Phase 5.  
Expansion to Additional Facilities
Future phases include extending raw water 
infrastructure from Spirit River to additional facilities 
at Ksituan, Savanna, and Bonanza, expanding the 
regional reach of the system and improving water 
security for more users across the Central Peace area.

Phase 6.  
Potable Water Service to  
Wanham and Woking
The final phase will extend potable water service to the 
hamlets of Wanham and Woking, along with upgrades 
to key connecting pipelines. This phase will complete the 
regional network and ensure consistent water access 
across the broader service area.

Funding, Cost,  
and Economic Impact
The CPRWP has evolved significantly in size and scope 
since its early estimates.

	° Initial Phase 1–2 budgets totaled about $40 million.

	° As of 2023–2025 reassessments, the full project cost 
is estimated at nearly $106 million.

	° Major funding partners include the Government of 
Alberta’s Water for Life Grant Program that is funding 
90% of the project, the Government of Canada, and 
contributions from the five municipalities.

	° In 2024–2025 alone, the Alberta government 
committed more than $20 million in new funding 
for the project and associated water storage 
initiatives.

	° The design of the future regional treatment plant 
received a dedicated $2 million grant.

Construction Progress 
 and Timeline
As of 2025:

	° Pipeline drilling and installation across 
challenging terrain has been completed in 
several areas.

	° Engineering and permitting under Alberta’s Water 
Act and Public Lands Act remain ongoing.

	° Contract 1 construction is active, with an anticipated 
completion date around late 2027.

	° Design work for the regional water treatment 
plant continues, pending further funding and 
environmental approvals.

	° Phases 3–6—construction of the plant, storage 
facilities, line conversion, and final network tie-ins—
will proceed as funding is secured.

Benefits to the  
Central Peace Region
The project will have lasting impacts across all partner 
municipalities:

	° Long-term water security for homes, farms, 
businesses, and industries

	° Support for economic growth, including agri-food 
processing and oil & gas development

	° Reduced operational costs through shared 
regional infrastructure

	° Enhanced drought resilience, with raw water 
storage to buffer low river flows

	° Reliable rural access through new pump stations 
and a regional truck-fill system

Challenges and Considerations
Despite strong progress, the project faces notable 
challenges:

	° Engineering complexity, especially around deep 
excavation and river intake construction

	° Cost escalation, which has more than doubled 
since the earliest concept estimates

	° Regulatory delays inherent to large water projects

	° Need for sustained funding to complete later 
phases

Still, the region’s commitment to collaboration has kept 
the project moving forward.

A Transformative Investment in 
Regional Sustainability
The Central Peace Regional Water Project is more than 
a utilities upgrade—it is a long-term investment in 
the future of northern Alberta. By pooling resources, 
expertise, and vision, the G5 municipalities are building 
a foundation for resilient communities, diversified 
economic growth, and stable public services for 
generations to come.

Central Peace Regional  
Water Supply System 

Contract 1 – River Intake and  
Raw Water Transfer Station 
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2025-08- 08 

2025-08-26 

2024-10-23

2025-08-08

2025-08-26



Wednesday, Thursday & Friday:  9 am - 5 pm

Saturday: 10 am - 4 pm

Sunday, Monday & Tuesday: Closed

If you have any questions, please contact the landfill at  
(780) 765-3745.

Open to MD Ratepayers Only

Landfill Hours

Spirit River Branch Location ~ 4202-50 Street 
(Brownlee Building behind the MD Administration Office) 

HOURS OF OPERATION
AFSC ON LOCATION

Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month ~ 8:15am - 4:30pm
Contact Zoe Iwasiuk @ (780)864-3896

AVAILABLE BY REMOTE COMMUNICATION
Monday to Friday ~ 8:15am - 4:30pm @ 1(877)899-2372

CPFR (Fire Dept) Brian Kroes
Office 780-864-2841 
Cell 780-500-7027

Fish & Wildlife
780-864-4101

Highways Services  
(Alberta Trans)
587-956-3411 or
1-877-300-1605

Resource Contact List
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Operating & Capital Budget
Moved by Councillor Rozecki that the 2025 Interim Operating and Capital Budget be 
approved as Final Budgets for the year.
	 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Stormwater Management Plan Grant
Moved by Councillor Rozecki that the Municipal District of Spirit River supports the 
Town of Spirit River’s (managing partner) submission of a 2025/2026 Alberta Community 
Partnership (ACP) grant application in support of the Regional Stormwater Management 
Plan Project, with no matching contribution being required to come from the Municipal 
District of Spirit River No. 133. Further that the motion be retroactive to November 28th, 
2025 to align with ACP grant deadlines.
	 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Christmas Break
Moved by Councillor Rozecki that the MD Administration Office and Public Works Office 
be closed for the week of December 23rd – January 2nd with the following staff options; 
optional work, use staff vacation days, or take an unpaid leave for the 2025-2026 Christmas 
Holiday Season.
	 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Festival of Trees Sponsorship Request
Moved by Councillor Rozecki that the MD of Spirit River No. 133 sponsor the Town of Spirit 
River and Kinettes Club 2025 Festival of Trees in the amount of $250, to be paid from the 
Donations to local groups and organizations budget.
	 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Amendment of Legislative Policy
Moved by Councillor Schoorlemmer that Council review and approve updated Legislative 
Policy: Council, Committee and Board Remuneration Leg. 18 as presented
	 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Council Chambers Acoustic Improvements
Moved by Deputy Reeve Wark that $15,000 be included in the 2026 Capital Budget for the 
purchase and installation of acoustic ceiling baffles/tiles in the Council Chambers.
	 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Northwestern Polytechnic Letter to Premier Smith & Minister of 
Advanced Education
Moved by Councillor Bzowy that Administration is directed to send a letter to the Minister 
of Advanced Education and Premier Smith with copies to the MLA for Central Peace-
Notley and the Northwestern Polytechnic Board of Governors, as well as to copy to the 
Town and MD of Fairview, expressing the MD of Spirit River No. 133’s strong opposition 
to the closure of the Fairview Campus and supporting the call for a moratorium on the 
decision pending a full third-party review and regional collaboration.
	 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

MD Bus Sponsorship Advertising
Moved by Councillor Schoorlemmer that Administration reach out to Grande Spirit 
Foundation to discuss the possibility of and potential to collaborate on a new bus.
	 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Moved by Deputy Reeve Wark that Council approves the action of advertising 
the sponsorship opportunity for the MD Transit Bus to the community and 
local business sector
	 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

The next Council meeting will be held on January 14th at 10:00am & 28th at 5:00pm, in Council Chambers located 
in  the MD Office in Spirit River. Council meetings are open to the public and we welcome all to attend! . (For January 
only, both Regular Council meetings are postponed to the following week respectively.)

The following motions were made at our Council Meeting on December  3rd, 2025.

Anyone wishing to review more of our Council Meeting minutes can visit the MD 
of Spirit River No. 133 website under Council and Council Meeting Minutes.

COUNCIL MOTIONS 

MDSR No. 133 Council  
on December 3rd, 2025

REMINDER



   
 

JANUARY  HAPPENINGS
The Centre is open Monday to Thursday from 1:00pm – 4:00pm, 
unless otherwise stated. Come join us for coffee, fellowship, and 

games. Chair Yoga for Seniors starts at 2:00pm, no charge. 
Mahjong starts at 1:00pm.

The Rycroft Merry Pioneers Senior Centre is located within the Rycroft 
Community Hall, at 5208 – 47th Avenue in the Village of Rycroft

	 January 5th	 	 Chair Yoga;
	 January 7th	 	 Mahjong & Chair Yoga;
	 January 12th	 	 Chair Yoga;
	 January 14th	 	 Mahjong & Chair Yoga;
	 January 14th	 	 Foot Care by Echo
			   from 1:00pm – 4:00pm, $30 
			   bring your own towel and tools;

	 January 14th	 	 Nails by Natalie Martin
			   with Aurora Blush Bar  
			   from 1:00pm – 4:00pm, $4;

	 January 17th	 	 Old Time Music & Dance
			   from 1:30pm-4:00pm -$5;

	 January 19th	 	 Chair Yoga;
	 January 20th	 	 Games Day
			   from 1:00pm-4:00pm;

	 January 21st	 	 Mahjong & Chair Yoga;
	 January 26th	 	 Chair Yoga;
	 January 27th	 	 Potluck Supper
			   @ 5:00pm with Open Mic;

	 January 28th	 	 Majong & Chair Yoga;
	 January 28th	 	 Nails by Natalie Martin
			   with Aurora Blush Bar  
			   from 1:00pm – 4:00pm, $4; 

   

Municipal District of  
Spirit River No. 133
Monday–Friday:  
8:30 am–12:00 pm, 1:00 pm–4:30 pm 
Closed weekends & statutory holidays

Missing an issue? Need more info?  
Grab your phone and take a look!

Spirit River, AB  T0H 3G0

(780) 864-3500 | mdspiritriver.ab.ca

Street Address: 
4202 50th Street

Mailing Address: 
Box 389

Field Feed:
Your AG Report

2025 AG Year End Report
In 2025, under our Roadside Mowing program, the MD of Spirit 
River had two Tractor Mower Operators working from June 1st to 
September 1st; with dryer conditions throughout the year they were 
able to do a full cut on the entire MD (550kms), which included 
the back slope. Also, due to the dry conditions, at the end of the 
season the tractors were parked to reduce the risk of starting fires. 

Under the Weed Management Program, three weed inspectors 
inspected 90% of the MD, and all landowners were cooperative 
with controlling weed infestations that were found. Approximately 
120kms of right of ways and 8 MD sites were sprayed this year 
for weed control. The MD’s main Noxious weeds are Scentless 
Chamomile, Yellow Toadflax, Dames Rocket, Field Scabious, 
Canada Thistle, and Common Tansy. If you would like to learn 
more about these invasive plants, please visit https://abinvasives.ca/
invasive-plants/. 

Under the Pest Management Program there were 18 clubroot 
inspections conducted, 2 wheat head inspections, and 9 
grasshopper surveys completed throughout the season. 
Grasshopper populations were high in some areas, and there were 
no diseases found within the MD boundaries. 

In the Spring of 2025, the Agricultural Fieldman became a Certified 
Trapper to assist with problem beaver’s in the area; in October, a 
trapping program was conducted at our Nardam Campground 
and 15 beavers were removed. 

Nardam Campground was closed and winterized in October for 
the winter season. Throughout the season the campsite was at 70% 
capacity which created a revenue of $22,000. Projects that were 
conducted at Nardam were re-graveling the parking lot, new railing 
installed for pedestrian safety, as well as dog waste dispensers, 
signs, and a new outflow damn to control the ponds water depth 
in the spring. 

On behalf of the MD of Spirit River, we would like to thank all of our 
seasonal workers for their hard work and dedication throughout 
the season to complete all these programs. Not only did they 
take care of Roadside Mowing and Weed and Pest Management, 
they also maintained two cemeteries, our beautiful Nardam Park, 
the Public works yard, and the yard around the Administration 
building. 

If you have any questions regarding our Agricultural Programs, 
please reach out to our Agricultural Fieldman.

The Central Peace Health Complex Hospital Auxiliary
would like to express congratulations to George Baduik,

who took home $4,340 in this year’s 50/50 draw.

We would also like to extend our sincere thanks to everyone who purchased tickets.
Your generosity will help fund essential equipment for our local hospital.
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 Water Truck  Grader 
 DEGEL MAN 

SIDEARM   GRAVEL CRUSH  CX 15 MOWER  2025 MD of Spirit River 
2025 CAPITAL BUDGET 32 32 61 32 61 12 TOTALS

Description of Capital Expense
CAPITAL REVENUES

5-xx-310 Debenture Issued -$    -$     -$    -$    -$    -$    -$    - 
5-xx-550 Investment Income -$    -$     -$    -$    -$    -$    -$    - 
5-xx-6xx Proceeds from sale of assets -$    200,000.00$    10,000.00$    -$    20,000.00$     -$    -$    230,000.00 
5-xx-820 CCBF aka FGTF(2021) -$    -$     -$    -$    -$    -$    -$    - 
5-xx-840-03Provincial Capital grant-DRP(Disaster Repair) -$    -$     -$    -$    -$    -$    -$    - 
5-xx-840-03Provincial Capital grant-Bridges 72960 & 13988 -$    -$     -$    -$    -$    -$    -$    - 
5-xx-840-03 Provincial Capital grant-STIP -$    -$     -$    -$    -$    -$    -$    - 
5-xx-840-03- MSP * 2020/2021 1320084003) -$    -$     -$    -$    -$    -$    -$    - 
5-xx-840-04 Provincial Capital grant-LGFF 2024 -$    -$     -$    -$    -$    -$    -$    - 
5-xx-840- Provincial Capital grant- MSI -$    -$     -$    564,045.00$    -$    -$    -$    564,045.00 
5-xx-850 Local Capital grant SHC. -$    -$     -$    -$    -$    -$    -$    - 
5-xx-920 Drawn from Deffered Reserves(Rycroft Water Grant) -$    -$     -$    -$    -$    -$    -$    - 
5-xx-920 Drawn from  Reserves 75,000.00$    519,350.00$    35,000.00$    48,455.00$    45,000.00$     -$    -$    722,805.00 
5-xx-930 From Operating -$    -$     -$    -$    -$    -$    -$    - 
5-xx-990 Transfer from Local Bd & Org -$    -$     -$    -$    -$    -$    -$    - 

TOTAL CAPITAL REVENUES 75,000.00$    719,350.00$     45,000.00$     612,500.00$     65,000.00$    -$     -$     1,516,850.00       

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
6-xx-230 Engineering Fees- -$    -$     -$    -$    -$    -$    -$    - 
6-xx-230-01 Engineering Bridges -$    -$     -$    -$    -$    -$    -$    - 
6-xx-251-02 Contracted Projects -$    -$     -$    -$    -$    -$    -$    - 
6-xx-261 Contracted Projects -$    -$     -$    -$    -$    -$    -$    - 
6-xx-261 Contracted Projects -$    -$     -$    -$    -$    -$    -$    - 
6-xx-261 Contracted Projects -$    -$     -$    -$    -$    -$    -$    - 
6-xx-261 in house  Projects -$    -$     -$    -$    -$    -$    -$    - 
6-xx-261 Contracted Projects -$    -$     -$    -$    -$    -$    -$    - 
6-xx-513-01 Gravel Project -$    -$     -$    -$    -$    -$    -$    - 
6-xx-620 Buildings -$     -$    612,500.00$    -$    -$    -$    612,500.00 
6-xx-630 Machinery & Equipment 75,000.00$    719,350.00$    45,000.00$    -$    65,000.00$     -$    -$    904,350.00 
6-xx-640 Land for Municipal Use -$    -$     -$    -$    -$    -$    -$    - 

Capital Assets Purchased -$    -$     -$    -$    -$    -$    -$    - 
- 

6-xx-761 To Operating - 
TOTAL CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 75,000.00$    719,350.00$     45,000.00$     612,500.00$     65,000.00$    -$     -$     1,516,850.00       

DIFFERENCE SHOULD = 0 - - - - - - - - 
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Our annual budget consists of an operating and a capital budget. The 
operating budget plans for the day-to-day costs of providing services 
to residents and businesses. The capital budget plans for the purchase of 
municipal assets and infrastructure.

Through the budgeting process, we identify the source of funding to cover 
these costs. These funding sources include property taxes, service fees, 
government grants, and financial reserves.

MD of Spirit River
Operating & Capital Expenses for 2025

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING?
The Municipal District Newsletter is 
published monthly and delivered the first 
week of the month through Canada Post 
to all mailboxes in the Municipal District of 
Spirit River, Town of Spirit River, and Village 
of Rycroft. 

The MD is accepting advertising and will 
consider discounts for frequent or repeat 
advertisers. The MD reserves the right to 
refuse advertising.

FULL PAGE AD COLOUR,  
10.625 x 8.125" | Glossy  

$500 per edition

HALF PAGE AD COLOUR,  
5.39 x 8.125" or 4.065 10.625" | 

Glossy  
$250 per edition

QUARTER PAGE AD COLOUR, 
5.39 x 4.065" or 4.065 5.39" Glossy  

$125 per edition

BUSINESS CARD COLOUR, 
3.5 x 2" Glossy 
 $60 per edition 

If you are a not for profit serving the 
ratepayers of the MD of Spirit River, the 
Town of Spirit River or the Village of 
Rycroft, you are welcome to submit your 
news or updates for free. 

For more information,  
email Denise at  

dvanroot@outlook.com.

 *All advertising must be high resolution.
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From early homesteads and rural roads to a 
modern municipal district, Spirit River No. 133 
has been shaped by the land — and the people 
who call it home.

Nestled in the scenic Peace River Region of 
northwestern Alberta, the Municipal District 
(MD) of Spirit River No. 133 stands as a 
testament to the resilience and pioneering 
spirit that shaped the Canadian frontier. 
Covering just 683.6 square kilometers—
making it the smallest municipal district 
in Alberta—this rural jurisdiction is home 
to rolling farmlands, dense forests, and 
a tight-knit community of approximately 
649 residents as of the 2021 Census. Its 
administrative heart lies in the nearby Town 
of Spirit River, a hub that has long served as 
a gateway for settlers drawn to the region's 
fertile soils and abundant natural resources. 
The MD's story is one of humble beginnings, 
adaptation to economic shifts, and steadfast 
commitment to local governance, reflecting 
broader themes in Alberta's rural history.

The lands encompassing the MD of Spirit 
River No. 133 have been inhabited for 
millennia, long before European contact. 
Indigenous peoples, including the Cree, 
Beaver (Dane-zaa), and other First Nations 
groups, traversed and stewarded these 
territories as part of their traditional hunting, 
fishing, and gathering practices. The area's 
abundant wildlife, clear rivers, and vast 
prairies provided sustenance and spiritual 
significance, with oral histories rich in stories 
of the land's bounty.

European exploration arrived in the late 18th 
and early 19th centuries, as fur traders from 
the Hudson's Bay Company and North West 
Company ventured into the Peace River 
Country. However, permanent settlement 
accelerated after the turn of the 20th century, 
when the Canadian government opened the 
region to homesteading under the Dominion 
Lands Act. By the early 1900s, the Spirit River 
area—named for the winding Spirit River that 
snakes through the landscape—began to 
transform from wilderness to homesteads. 
Farmers and ranchers arrived, clearing land 
for crops like wheat and oats, while loggers 
eyed the towering spruce and pine forests.

In 1910, the establishment of Spirit River 
School District No. 143 marked a milestone 
in community building, signaling the influx 
of families committed to long-term roots. A 
sawmill, general store, and post office soon 
followed, fostering a nascent economy. 
These early settlers faced harsh winters, 
isolation, and the challenges of frontier life, 
but their determination laid the foundation 
for what would become a thriving rural 
district.

The formal birth of the MD of Spirit River No. 
133 traces back to November 8, 1916, when 
it was incorporated by provincial Ministerial 
Order as the Rural Municipality of Spirit 

River No. 829, effective December 11, 1916. 
This move came amid a wave of municipal 
formations in Alberta, as the province—only 
11 years old at the time—sought to organize 
its rapidly expanding rural populations. The 
new entity encompassed scattered hamlets 
and farms north of Grande Prairie, with Spirit 
River serving as the unofficial center.

The arrival of the Northern Alberta Railway in 
the 1920s was a game-changer, connecting 
the isolated region to larger markets in 
Edmonton and beyond. Rail lines spurred 
population growth, timber exports, and 
agricultural trade, turning Spirit River 
into a bustling depot. By the late 1920s, 
the municipality had evolved in name 
and structure: sometime before 1928, it 
transitioned from a "Rural Municipality" to 
a "Municipal District," reflecting Alberta's 
shifting administrative landscape.

The Great Depression of the 1930s tested 
the district's mettle. Dust bowls ravaged 
crops, and economic hardship forced many 
to abandon their claims. Yet, community 
solidarity prevailed through cooperative 
efforts, such as shared threshing bees and 
mutual aid societies. World War II brought 
renewed purpose, with local men enlisting 
and women taking on farm roles, while 
rationing and victory gardens became 
everyday realities.

A pivotal administrative change occurred 
on April 1, 1945, when Ministerial Order 
renumbered the district from No. 829 to 
No. 133. This seemingly minor adjustment 
standardized municipal identifiers across 
Alberta, streamlining governance in a post-
war era of reconstruction and growth.

The mid-20th century heralded prosperity 
for the MD. Oil and gas discoveries in the 
Peace River region diversified the economy 
beyond agriculture and forestry. Drilling rigs 
dotted the landscape, attracting workers 
and boosting tax revenues that funded 
infrastructure like roads, bridges, and 
schools. By the 1960s, the district's economy 
hummed with a mix of farming, logging, and 
energy extraction, supported by the railway's 
continued role in transporting goods.

Local governance matured under the 
Municipal Government Act, with council 
elections held every three years. The reeve—
elected from among councilors—served as 
the chief elected official, overseeing policies 
on everything from land use to public works. 
An unelected Chief Administrative Officer 
handled day-to-day operations, ensuring 
bylaws translated into tangible services.

The ‘70s and ‘80s saw environmental 
and social evolution. Conservation 
efforts protected wetlands and wildlife 
corridors, while family and community 
support services emerged to address rural 
isolation. The district's small size fostered 

close collaboration with neighboring 
municipalities, including the Town of Spirit 
River, which shared resources for fire 
protection and waste management.

Challenges persisted, including fluctuating 
commodity prices and outmigration of 
youth to urban centers. Yet, the MD adapted, 
promoting agribusiness and tourism through 
its natural beauty—think pristine lakes, hiking 
trails, and the annual Spirit River Fall Fair, a 
nod to harvest traditions.

Entering the 21st century, the MD of Spirit 
River No. 133 has balanced tradition with 
innovation. As of 2021, its population of 649 
reflects a slight decline from 700 in 2016, 
with a density of just 1.0 person per square 
kilometer—emblematic of rural Alberta's 
sparse yet vibrant communities. Agriculture 
remains the backbone, with over 60% of land 
in cultivation, supplemented by oil, gas, and 
eco-tourism.

Services today are comprehensive for a 
small district: the Agricultural Services 
Board offers expertise on pest control and 
soil health; Public Works maintains 200 
kilometers of gravel roads; and the volunteer 
fire department partners with the Central 
Peace Region Emergency Management 
Agency. Waste management, taxation, and 
development planning round out core 
functions, all guided by a commitment to 
"good government" and viable communities 
as mandated by provincial law.

The year 2016 was particularly momentous, 
marking the centennial of both the MD 
and the Town of Spirit River. Celebrations 
in August drew residents and visitors for 
parades, historical exhibits, and storytelling 
sessions, honoring the "rugged and 
independent spirit" of pioneers who cleared 
the land and built the institutions that 
endure.

From its Indigenous stewardship through 
waves of settlement, railway booms, and 
resource-driven growth, the MD of Spirit 
River No. 133 embodies the enduring 
narrative of rural Alberta. Though small in 
stature, its history is grand—woven from the 
threads of perseverance, community, and 
adaptation. As it navigates contemporary 
issues like climate change and economic 
diversification, the district remains a beacon 
of pioneer ethos, inviting newcomers to 
contribute to its next chapter in the timeless 
Peace River Country.

Rooted in the Land: A Brief History of the MD of Spirit River No. 133
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CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION:   780-532-2905 EXT 110  grandespirit.org

PLEASANT VIEW 
APARTMENTS

SENIOR SELF-CONTAINED
26-UNIT BUILDING

5109 43RD AVENUE, SPIRIT RIVER
CALL 780-532-2905 EXT 110

Grande  Spirit  Foundation
Apartment Rental Rates 1-Jan-26

  FOR SINGLES

INCOME CATEGORIES Affordable LRG 1 BDRM SUITE 2 BDRM SUITE Large 2-BDRM

Flat rate $939 $ 1,380 $ 1,455

<$2,095 $ 1,480 $ 1,605

$2,096-$2,230 $ 1,530 $ 1,655

$2,231-$2,370 $ 1,650 $ 1,825

$2,371-$2,510 $ 1,795 $ 2,020

$2,511-$2,953 $ 1,820 $ 2,045

$2,953-$3,396* $ 1,920 $ 2,145 $ 2,245

>$3,396* $ 1,920 $ 2,145 $ 2,245

  FOR COUPLES

INCOME CATEGORIES LRG 1 BDRM SUITE 2 BDRM SUITE Large 2-BDRM

< $2,865 $ 1,680 $ 1,755

$2,866-$3,183 $ 1,805 $ 1,905

$3,184-$3,390 $ 1,845 $ 1,945

$3,391-$4,090 $ 1,995 $ 2,170

> $4,091 $ 2,190 $ 2,415 $ 2,515

MODERN ONE AND 
TWO BEDROOM 

APARTMENTS
Our building offers a Dining Room which 
doubles as a Resident Lounge, there are 
Complimentary Laundry Facilities, a beautiful 
covered veranda with ample seating, barrier- 
free washrooms in the units, window coverings, 
and powered parking for an additional monthly 
fee. This Seniors Apartment will include one 
meal per day- served at noon.

There are eight One-bedroom Affordable units 
available with rent set at $939/ month.

The remaining units, 13 one- bedroom and 
5 two- bedroom, rental rates are based on 
income, reviewed annual and are subject to 
change.

•  Rent for the One- bedrooms starting at $1480

•  Rent for the Two- bedrooms starting at $2145

Power, Heat, Water, Sewer, and access to shared 
laundry facilities are included in the rent. 

As part of the greater community,residents 
will enjoy convenient access to a variety 
of amenities, including the local aquatic 
center,grocery store, and downtown shopping 
district. The building’s thoughtfully designed 
lounge area will serve as a vibrant social 
hub, fostering meaningful connections and 
encouraging an active, engaged lifestyle.

Renting one of our innovative apartments 
in this serene rural community provides the 
ideal blend of independent living and the 
opportunity for couples to stay connected 
and near to one another as they age. It’s a 
perfect setting for enjoying both privacy and 
companionship in a tranquil environment.

4- Type D
      2 Bedroom Units
      864 sq ft

4- Type A
      1 Bedroom Units
      511 sq ft – 567 sq ft

4- Type B
      1 Bedroom Units
      486 sq ft – 493 sq ft

13- Type C
        1 Bedroom Units
        614 sq ft

1 Type E
    2 Bedroom
    795 sq ft
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Tickets must be pre-purchased and will not be available at the door. Don’t wait - this event sells out every year! Secure your spot here:  
https://www.peacecountrybeef.ca/upcoming-events

Looking for a thoughtful Christmas gift? A ticket to this conference is perfect for the hardworking women in your life.

Connect, learn, and be inspired - see you in February!

3rd Annual  
Northern Women in Ag Conference 

Feb 19 & 20, 2026
The Peace Country Beef & Forage Association is excited to bring back this incredible event for the third year in a row! This sell-out event is a 
must for any hard-working woman in agriculture, regardless of your level of experience and knowledge!

Attendees can look forward to:

 ✨Over six empowering female speakers sharing their expertise and experiences

 ✨A vibrant female ag-focused vendor booth fair showcasing products and services for women in ag

 ✨Two highly sought-after hands-on workshops

🛍    Showcase your products

🤝    Connect with women in agriculture

📣    Be part of an inspiring event

🎤    Enjoy FULL access to the event on the 19th for yourself and one helper, all day!

📆    Deadline to express interest: January 15, 2026 - only 8 are chosen to attend!

💲    Booth Price: $250 per table

💡    Donate a door prize to save up to $100 off your booth fee!

👉    Apply or inquire: info@pcbfa.ca

🌐    peacecountrybeef.ca

📞    780-834-7256

The PCBFA looks forward to meeting the amazing women behind the Peace Country’s handmade and ag-focused businesses!

Calling All Female Vendors!
Are you a homemade, holistic, or agriculture-focused female entrepreneur?

The PCBFA is looking for unique vendors to join them at their Northern Women in Ag Conference Vendor Show on February 19, 2026 in Fairview!

The Central Peace is home to many talented female entrepreneurs, and local vendors are encouraged to apply! 
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Sponsored by

Annual
Fundraiser

Come join us for supper (provided by George’s Catering) & a silent auction.

Adults 12+ $30 ~ Kids 6-11 $15 ~ 5 & under FREE

January 31, 2026

Contact April @ (780) 518-7756 or

                    Denise @ (780) 832-8583
                    to reserve your seat

in the Woking Multiplex Gymnasium
(old Woking School)

Auction starts @ 5pm Dinner from 5pm-7pm
Cash Bar from 5pm-12am

Proceeds going towards a protective roof for the skating rink

Join this hands-on
STEM adventure
with Scientists
in School!

Date:

Time: 

To Register: 

IGNITE YOUR CURIOSITY!

Scientists in School is a leading Canadian science education charity 
(867139537RR0001)  |  scientistsinschool.ca

Magical
Science

60 minutes | Ages 4-12*

Discover a magical force that will levitate
particles. Scatter light and create illusions that 

will thrill your audience.  Experiment with 
colourful teas and unusual potions on this 

magical science adventure!

*Children under six may require 
the assistance of an adult.

Jan 13 2026

4pm

Please register at the library, 
where the science kits will be 
available. This is both a virtual and 
in person event.   We will need an 
email to send the link if you choose
 to attend virtually.

Jan 12– Feb 23       Mon/Wed     1:00pm 2:30pm
Jan 12– Feb 23     Mon/Wed  6:00pm 7:30pm(almost full)

Feb 3– Mar 12      Tues/Thurs    10:00am 11:30am 
Feb 3   Mar 12      Tues/Thurs     1:00pm 2:30pm

Alberta Healthy Living Program
Education that supports your health and your life

Free 
Virtual Exercise Program

Register at: 
www.healthylivingprogram.ca

• Tailored to your fitness level
• Twice per week for 6 weeks
• No equipment needed
• Learn to exercise safely
• Use Zoom in your own home

If you are an adult living with one or more 
chronic health conditions, join this

FREE, safe, fun and interactive 
small group setting.

Experience the Health Benefits

a group exercise class designed with you in mind

New sessions are starting January 2026, in Spirit River!

The ideal candidates for Forever Young Fitness include those not currently exercising, seniors at 
risk of fall, and people living with chronic diseases like hypertension, obesity, and diabetes.

Keep in mind that Forever Young Fitness is not a post-cardiac event rehabilitation program.

Forever Young Fitness is a twice weekly exercise program, occurring over an 8-week span from 
January 12th to March 25th at the Centennial Hall in Spirit River that will be led by a Primary 
Care Network (PCN) Exercise Specialist. These sessions will be held Mondays & Wednesdays 
from 10:00am to 11:00am 

Before beginning Forever Young Fitness, participants will need to undergo fitness testing to 
determine their baseline level of fitness. Contact the Central Peace Health Centre at  
(780) 864-3962 to book your pre-assessment.

After the program has been completed, participants will undergo the same fitness testing as they 
did in the pre-assessment. Results of the fitness testing will be provided to the participant and 
their referring physician or health care provider. 

If applicable, participants will be asked to have their blood sugar and blood pressure tested. 
If blood sugar levels and/or blood pressure readings are not within the safety threshold, the 
participant will not be able to proceed with the program. 

This is not a drop-in program. Participants must contact their primary care clinic/provider to be 
referred for this program. If you have questions about the program or how to register if you do not 
have a primary care provider or your primary care provider is not a part of Borealis PCN, please 
email exerciseprogram@borealispcn.ca. 

Individuals who meet the above mentioned criteria are encouraged to contact the Central Peace 
Health Centre or their respective health care provider.

	° Not currently exercising
	° Seniors at risk of falling
	° Living with chronic diseases like hypertension, obesity, and diabetes

For more information, including session dates and times visit www.borealispcn.ca/exercise.



MOUNTIE MINUTE
Happy New Year!   
I hope that everyone had a good memorable Christmas and got 
to enjoy themselves!
I’m happy to announce that Spirit River RCMP’s second annual 
Cram-A-Cruiser event for the food bank was a huge success. 
After all the donations came in, they were weighed and the total 
was just over 1,000 lbs. worth of food and toys for struggling 
families and seniors. I am extremely thankful of everyone who 
donated this year, as well as last year. My job was easy – I printed 
the posters and drove the donations to the food bank. The real 
work was done by all the generous community members who 
saw a need and took action. This is one of the many reasons I love 
it here – the people are great and always willing to help out when 
they can.

Sadly, there is still a huge need for donations to this and all food 
banks. This one especially, as there were two occurrences last 
year where the Rycroft Food Bank was broken into. In the first 
break-in, this disgusting piece of trash stole all the meat and 
cheese that had just come in, and then re-sold it to some of 
his loser friends. To top it off, it had been -35C that night and 
he left the door open, which froze all the pipes – real nice guy. 
The second break-in was just as devastating. During that one, 
this loser dumped out a garbage can all over the floor of the 
foodbank. Why? So that she could fill the garbage can with food 
from the shelves and carry it out. She could be seen on camera 
scurrying about the room like a rabid raccoon. Before she left, 
she dumped soup all over the place, making an even bigger 
mess. That night it had been pouring rain, and she ended up 
leaving most of her “haul” outside to get ruined by the rain, and 
the frozen things to thaw out. There truly are some vile monsters 
among us. However, once word got out, the community once 
again came together in full force and helped to replenish the food 
bank’s shelves better than before. However, don’t let the thefts 
deter you – your donations are safe at the foodbank, as the ladies 
working there have taken extra steps to ensure that the building is 
safe and secure. Who would have ever thought that such a thing 
would be necessary, though. What kind of LOSER steals from a 
charity?
With the new year comes new scams. Many people find 
themselves in a desperate financial situation after the holidays 
as the bills start rolling in. Scamming predators love to take 

advantage of desperate people. You might find yourself getting an 
unsolicited call or two from “Telus” or another phone company 
offering a rate that’s just too good to be true. You might be tempted 
because every dollar counts when you’re broke. Don’t fall for it! 
It’s a scam. If you want to change your phone plan, call the phone 
company directly and do it that way.
You’ve won $5,000,000! All you have to do is send us $1,500 so we 
can process your cheque! Not so fast! Don’t send them a dime. 
They can be very convincing and feed off your desperation, but it’s 
not legit.
I’ll remind everyone again, not to respond to creeps threatening 
to expose your nude pictures. “Give me $500.00 or I’ll send your 
nude picture to everyone on your Facebook” First of all, I wouldn’t 
recommend sending nudes to each other anyway, and certainly not 
with your face in it. It’s not a great idea. Once it’s on the internet, it’s 
out there and you have no control over it. These slime balls know 
that you’ll be embarrassed, and you’ll probably pay up because 
you don’t want everyone on your Facebook to see. Don’t pay them 
anything. They never end up posting these pictures anyway, as it’s 
just an idle threat to see who will fall for it.
Another thing I’d like to talk about yet again is traffic safety. In a 
little over a week, there were 3 fatalities on Highway 2 from the 
end of November to the beginning of December. I know that these 
are difficult to discuss, or even think about, but something needs 
to change. Both collisions were avoidable and took the lives of 3 
people. I won’t discuss the details of either, nor will I lay blame – that 
is not for me to decide. All of their families now must struggle and 
find a way to cope with the loss – that is putting it lightly. If you could 
see the hell that it’s putting them through, it would rip your heart 
out.
We all make mistakes while driving: going a little too fast for 
the conditions, passing when it’s a bit too close, fiddling with a 
cellphone, driving a bit too tired, etc. These things are avoidable and 
they need to stop. Driving drunk or high? Why are you taking that 
risk? Everyone says they don’t do it, but why is it still happening? 
Why, in this day and age, are we still pulling over drunks? Why are 
you letting your friends or family members get in a car and speed 
off when you know damn well they’re too messed up to be driving? 
The road doesn’t belong to only you, it’s for all of us to use, and we 
all need to get where we’re going safely. You’re late to work again? 
Too bad. You should’ve gotten up sooner. “I’ve got 4-wheel drive” 
Congratulations! So, does almost everyone else. Maybe it will help 
you get out of the ditch once you skid off the road? Your “Costco 
Run” shouldn’t look like the Cannonball Run.
If you calculate it, speeding, even excessively, only saves you 
a couple extra minutes. It’s not worth it. The extra speed also 
significantly increases your stopping distance. That could mean the 
difference between hitting that moose or just stopping short.
Expect to see more Check stops on the highway this year. They’re 
not meant to be a “cash grab”, they’re meant to be a deterrent for 
drunk driving. In Mid-December one was conducted on Highway 2 
and not only did it remove impaired drivers from the road, but also 
helped to recover a stolen vehicle. A big thanks to Central Peace Fire 
& Rescue and EMS for helping organize it!
Having said all that, I wish you all a very safe and prosperous New 
Year!
Corporal Don McCullough
RCMP Spirit River Detachment
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Time sure does fly by, I can’t believe that by the time you all read this we 
will have enjoyed our Christmas gatherings with friends and family. 
So far, this December we have had a lot of snow and with more 
expected as I sit here and write this briefing to you. Be very careful on 
the roads, give a lot more room for stopping, and be very aware of 
your surroundings during this cold wintery season. Have your 72-hour 
emergency kit ready and available. Visit Emergency kits - Canada.ca for 
complete details on the contents of an emergency kit.
This year has been the busiest in terms of call volume for your fire 
department. At the time of writing this we were at 195 incident calls 
this year. Just since my last Chief’s Brief we have had 7 Motor Vehicle 
incidents, two of which claimed the lives of three people. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with those families during this Christmas season. Five fire 
incidents, six Medical First Response calls, and six alarm calls, most of 
which were from cooking incidents.
Your fire department is busier than we have ever been. And although we 
haven’t finished December for incidents, at this point we’ve responded 
to a call every 1.87 days for this year. Saying that I would like to take a 
moment to express my gratitude to the Municipalities and businesses 
that let their staff attend to fight the fight for public safety.
As we wind up our year there is still plenty to do. We just finished helping 
Emergency Health Services EHS with their Christmas initiative of the 
Candy Cane check stop. Also in attendance for this were members of 
our RCMP Spirit River Division and for the first time a member of Victim 
Services – what a great group to work with. This year we handed out 
teddy bears to the kids as well as candy canes, as we talked to the drivers 
and passengers on the hazards of drinking and driving. Not only through 
the Christmas season but all the time. We also chatted briefly on the 
Highway Traffic Act that requires drivers to pull over and stop in both 
directions when there is an approaching emergency vehicle with lights 
and sirens activated. With that in mind, I must also remind everyone 
that when travelling through a traffic control zone, you must lower your 
speed to 60km/hr. This is one of the most dangerous work situations that 
your emergency workers will find themselves. So please slow down and 
give them room, we also have families at home waiting for us to return.
At this point, and on behalf of the members of the CPFR fire department 
we hope you all had a very Merry Christmas and wish you a Happy New 
Year. Stay safe and enjoy.

Thank you for your continued support.
Brian Kroes 
Fire Chief, CPFRC

CHIEF'S BRIEFS
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The Municipal District of Spirit River No. 133 is seeking an Interim 
Municipal Clerk 2 – Reception and Accounts Receivable to provide 
front-line administrative and financial support in a busy municipal 
office. Reporting to the Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) and 
Director of Corporate Services, this position is responsible for 
reception services, assisting the public, processing payments 
and invoices, maintaining records, and supporting accounts 
receivable functions. The role also assists with website and social 
media updates, permits, contracts, banking, and coordination 
with multiple municipal departments. The successful candidate 
will be organized, detail-oriented, personable, and committed to 
delivering excellent customer service.

We are also currently seeking a Municipal Clerk I – Payroll & 
Accounts Payable to support our Corporate Services team. 
Reporting to the Corporate Services Director and CAO, this 
administrative role is responsible for payroll processing, 
accounts payable, and a range of human resources and office 
support functions. The successful candidate will bring strong 
organizational and communication skills, attention to detail, and 
the ability to manage multiple priorities in a busy municipal office 
environment. Experience with payroll, benefits administration, 
accounts payable, and general administrative duties is an asset. 
This position plays a key role in ensuring accurate financial 
processing and professional service to staff and the public.

Why Work with Us
The Municipal District of Spirit River No. 133 provides a supportive 
and professional work environment where your contributions 
have a direct impact on the community. These roles offer 
valuable experience in municipal administration, finance, and 
customer service, with exposure to a wide range of departments 
and services. We value teamwork, professionalism, and public 
service, and we are committed to providing a safe, respectful, 
and inclusive workplace.

To access the respective job descriptions, go to 
mdspiritriver.ab.ca/departments/administration/employment-
opportunities

We're Hiring

We are looking for dynamic, forward-thinking  
individuals fueled with progressive ideas to join us in 

achieving our goals for the future.

Municipal Clerk 1 
Payroll & Accounts Payable

Interim Municipal Clerk 2 
Reception & Accounts Receivable



is pleased to announce that they are 
now handling the animal feed

that was formally at
Rycroft Ranch Supply.

TAGS
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Take a peek at your pig before it hits the plate.

When shopping for your locally raised pork, consider how that animal looks like alive. We are 
happy to share photos of our herd of feeder pigs because we are proud of them! 

Here’s what to look for: 
•	 A sleek, soft hair coat that lays down smoothly on their body – hairy, wiry pigs with dull hair 

sticking up all over their bodies is a sign of nutrient deficiency. 

•	 Smooth sides and a rounded back – you should not see a triangular appearance from the 
spine poking out of the back or angular hams. That’s a skinny pig that’s starving for feed or 
has a high parasite load. 

•	 Missing hair patches and flaky skin can be a sign of all the above, as well as a biotin 
deficiency, zinc deficiency, not enough protein or fat in the diet, or even mange.

These are just a few things to pay attention to when choosing where to purchase your pork – 
after all, you are what you eat!

What Does a Healthy Pig Look Like?
by Britney Jacob, Burnt River Ranch


