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January	8,	2026	

Hon.	R.J.	Sigurdson	
Minister	of	Agriculture	and	Irrigation	
3rd	Floor	–	7000	113	Street	
Edmonton,	AB	T6H	5T6	

RE:	Support	for	Saddle	Hills	County	Regarding	Proposed	On-Farm	Slaughter	Operation	(OFSO)	License	
Amendments	

Dear	Minister	Sigurdson,	

On	behalf	of	the	Municipal	District	of	Spirit	River	#133	Agriculture	Service	Board,	I	am	writing	to	express	our	
support	for	the	concerns	outlined	by	Saddle	Hills	County	regarding	the	recent	proposed	amendments	to	the	
On-Farm	Slaughter	Operation	(OFSO)	License	program.	

Producers	within	our	municipality,	much	like	those	across	the	Peace	Region,	rely	on	the	OFSO	program	as	an	
essential	component	of	their	agricultural	operations.	Many	have	made	significant	investments	in	
infrastructure,	training,	and	compliance	in	good	faith	under	the	existing	framework.	Proposed	limitations—
such	as	previously	discussed	annual	slaughter	thresholds—risk	undermining	the	economic	viability	of	these	
operations	and	could	unintentionally	limit	local	food	availability	and	consumer	choice	in	rural	Alberta.	

We	also	share	concerns	that	recent	consultation	efforts,	including	survey-based	engagement,	may	not	fully	
capture	the	practical	and	operational	realities	faced	by	OFSO	license-holders.	Meaningful,	direct	dialogue	with	
producers	and	relevant	working	groups	is	critical	to	ensuring	that	any	program	changes	are	balanced,	
informed,	and	aligned	with	the	original	intent	of	supporting	local	food	systems.	

The	MD	of	Spirit	River	ASB	strongly	supports	a	collaborative	approach	and	respectfully	requests	that	the	
Government	of	Alberta	engage	directly	with	OFSO	license-holders	prior	to	implementing	further	amendments.	
Doing	so	would	help	ensure	regulatory	outcomes	that	protect	food	safety	while	sustaining	rural	livelihoods	and	
local	food	resilience.	

Thank	you	for	your	consideration	of	this	matter.	We	appreciate	your	continued	attention	to	the	needs	of	
Alberta’s	agricultural	communities.	

Sincerely,	

	

	

Jesse	Meyer,	Chairman		
Municipal	District	of	Spirit	River	#133	Agriculture	Service	Board	

cc:	
Hon.	Joseph	Schow,	Minister	of	Jobs,	Economy,	Trade,	and	Immigration	
Hon.	Danielle	Smith,	Premier	of	Alberta	
Agricultural	Service	Boards	Provincial	Committee		


