MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF SPIRIT RIVER NO. 133 Council

Agenda for Regular Council Meeting RM.03.26
9:00 a.m., Wednesday, February 11th, 2026

The Regular Meeting of the Council of the Municipal District of Spirit River No. 133 will be held in the Council
Chambers of the Municipal Office situated at 4202 50" Street in the Town of Spirit River in the Province of
Alberta on Wednesday, February 11th, 2026 beginning at 9:00 a.m.

10.

CALL TO ORDER

AGENDA ADDITIONS

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

ADOPTION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

Adoption of Minutes from the January 28, 2026 Regular Meeting RM.02-26.

Adoption of Minutes from the January 28, 2026 MPC Meeting MPC 01-26

DECLARATION OF INTEREST

COUNCILLOR ABSENCES

PUBLIC HEARING

DELEGATIONS

Alberta Counsel (9:05 am)
Scott Ratch, Grant Writing Associate
Zack Ziolkowski, Director of Municipal Affairs, Alberta Counsel
e What is Advocacy?
e Why Advocacy matters for Councils
e Council's Role in Advocacy
e The Lobbyists Role
e Grant Writing Support

BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES
REPORTS

AGRICULTURAL FIELDMAN REPORT

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT

FINANCE REPORT

PAGES

11-13
14

15-16



D. CAO REPORT

E. COUNCIL REPORTS

11. TABLED ITEMS AND OLD BUSINESS

12, RECOMMENDATIONS FROM COMMITTEES

13. NEW BUSINESS
A. RFD: Travel Approval for Public Works Supervisor
B. RFD: Scheduling of Inaugural Meeting of Daycare Steering Committee
C. RFD: 2026 Heartland Funding Request
D. RFD: 2026 Agricultural Appeal Board Committee Member
E. RFD: 2026 Alberta Invasive Species Funding Request
F. RFD: 2026 Peace Country Beef and Forage Association Funding Request
G. RFD: V.S.lIServices Funding Request
14. BYLAWS

A. Bylaw 01-AM-2026
To revise Bylaw 02-AM-2025

15. CORRESPONDENCE AND INFORMATION

A. Letter from MDSR133 to CN Rail regarding Rail Line Maintenance

B. Letter from MDSR133 to Town of Spirit River - Intermunicipal Development
Supper Meeting, March 2, 2026

C. Letter from MDSR133 to Town of Spirit River — Support of Runway Repair &
Repaving

D. Letter from Birch Hills County to Town of Spirit River — re: project and grant
applications

E. Letter from MDSR 133 to MLA Loewen re: Renewed Police Funding Model

F. Email Response from CAOs, Village of Rycroft & Birch Hills County re: Traffic
Safety Fund
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17 -18

19-21

22

23-33

34

35-38

39-40

41-49

50-53

54 -55

56

57

58 -59

60 - 61

62-63



G. Letter to Saddle Hills County re: Potential Meeting Dates, follow up to MDSR 64
133 Request

H. Email from CAO Hayden to CAO Keller re: G5 Daycare Committee 65
I. Letter to Rycroft Agricultural Society re: MDSR 133 Council Member Appointee 66
J. Application: Hutterian Brethren of Timberline to Natural Resources 67 -80

Conservation Board for Poultry Production

K. Response from Insurance re: Signage and Liability 81-86
L. Letters re: Notice of Intent to Relinquish Unit Authority, CP FCSS 87 -89
M. CN: Message from the CN Chief of Police 20
N. RMA “Closing the Gap” Briefing Package and Advocacy Toolkit 91-100

16. COUNCIL ISSUES AND CONCERNS

17. CLOSED MEETING (FORMERLY IN-CAMERA)

A. Section 20, Land 101 -102
B. Section 27, Legal 103 - 106

18. ADJOURNMENT
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MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF SPIRIT RIVER NO. 133 Council

Minutes for Regular Council Meeting RM.02.26
10:00 a.m., Wednesday, January 28, 2026

The Regular Meeting of the Council of the Municipal District of Spirit River No. 133 was held in the Council
Chambers of the Municipal Office situated at 4202 50" Street in the Town of Spirit River in the Province of
Alberta on Wednesday, January 28", 2026 beginning at 10:00 a.m.

In attendance: Reeve Tony Van Rootselaar
Deputy Reeve Dean Wark
Councillor Evelyn Bzowy
Councillor Shelley Rozecki
Councillor Bernie Schoorlemmer

CAO Shirley Hayden

Assistant CAQ Monty Bremont

Public Works Supervisor Dave Johnson
Director of Corporate Services Elena Valdes
Executive Assistant Rebecca Fitzsimmons

1. CALL TO ORDER
Meeting called to order by Reeve Van Rootselaar at 10:01 am.

2. AGENDA ADDITIONS
13.D Reynolds Mirth Richards & Farmer 30" Annual Northern
Municipalities Law Seminar
13.E Appointment of MD Representative to Rycroft Agricultural Society
13.F EOEP RMA Courses

3. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

026.01.28.26 Councillor Schoorlemmer moved to accept the Agenda with the following
additions:
13.D Reynolds Mirth Richards & Farmer 30" Annual Northern
Municipalities Law Seminar
13.E Appointment of MD Representative to Rycroft Agricultural Society
13.F EOEP RMA Courses
Carried unanimously

49, ADOPTION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES
027.01.28.26 Counclllor Rozecki moved to adopt the Minutes as presented.
Carried unanimously
5. DECLARATION OF INTEREST

6. COUNCILLOR ABSENCES




028.01.28.26

025.01.28.26

10,
A

.030.01.28.26 °

031.01.28.25

PUBLIC HEARING
DELEGATIONS

Councilior Rozecki left Council Chambers at 10:38 am.
Councillor Rozecki returned to Counell Chambers at 10:40 an.

Luke Panek, YOLO Nomads entered the meeting at 240 am and
presented ta Councll virtually via Teams and left at 11:16 am.

Moved hy Deputy Reeve Wark to recess the Regular Cauncil meeting to
held a munleipal planning commtission meeting.

The Regular Council meeting recessed at 11:16 5!11_.
MPC 01-26

Maved by Countillor Bzowy fn_l_'e_c:un;l.'ene the Hegular Council meeting,
The Regular Councll meeting reconvened at 12:06 pm.

Sergeant Stokes, RCMP — RCMP unavﬁﬁqb.‘e for Delegation

BUSIVESS ARISING FROM MINUTES

" 'CN Rail invoice (discussed in CAO Report)

REPORTS

.. PUBLIC WORKS REPORT

.'[ﬁwed hy Cuuncflibr Rozeck! that Council authorize the Public Works

Supervisor Dave Joknsan to proceed with the purchase of a grader for the
Municipat District of Spirit River No. 133 Public Works department, in the

amount of 5704, 025.00, as per the Capital Budget allacatian;
“.And further that the agreement include a Maintenance Contract up to a
_.";_maximum of $60,000.00

Carried unanimausly

Moved by Deputy Reeve Wark to accept the Public Warks Report,
Carried unanimously.

The Regular Councll meeting recessed for lunch at 12:30 pm.
The meeting reconvened at 1:36 pm.
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B. AGRICULTURAL FIELDMAN REPORT
Depaty Reeve Wark left Councif Chambers at 1:48 pm.
032.01.28.26 Cauncillor Rozecki moved to accept the Agricultural Fieldman's report as
presented,
Carried unanimotsly
C. FINAMNCE REPDRY
033.01.28.26 Moved by Councilfor Bzowy to am:ept thE Fmanr.e report as presented.
: Carried unanimously
Deputy Reeve Wark rett_:rnéd to Coundl Chamhérs_at i30pm.
. LAOQ REPORT
{34.01.28.26 Councitlor Schunriemmer mmred tn accept the CAG repurt as presented.
: : Carried unanimously
E. COUNCIE HEPDRTS
i. 035.81.28.26 Councillor Bzuw*,r rnmred tu accept Enuncliinr Rorecki's werbal agricultural
report. :
Carried unanimously
it 036,01.28.26 . Councillor Rozecki moved to accept Reeve Van Rootsefaar's verbat Grande
s Spirit Foundation report.
. Carried uranimously
i, I};?.UI.EB.IE N T Moved by Counciflor Bzowy to accept Deputy Reeve Wark's update on
' Boarids & Committees {CPFRC, NAEL).
Carried unanimaously
iv. 'ﬂSB.{}LEB.EE Moved by Deputy Reeve Wark to accept Councilior Bzowy's verbal repart
- on Watersheds for Munis 101,
: Carried unanimously
v. 039.01.28.76 N " Moved by Deputy Reeve Wark to accept Councillor Schoariemmer’s verbal
report on CPERLC follow-up.
Carried unanimously
i1, TABLED ITEMS AND OLD BUSINESS
12, RECOMMIENDATIONS FROM COMMITTEES
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13.

A. 040,01.28.26

041.01.28.26

B. {42.01.28.26

C. 043.01.28.26

D. 044.01.28.26

E. £45.01.28.26

MNEW BUSINESS

Moved by Deputy Reeve Wark to approve meeting date and time changes
to 2™ and 4" Wednesday of every month, starting at 9 am.
Carried unanimously

Moved by Councilior Rozecki that Councli direct Administration to research
aptions for upgrading the MD of Spmt Hluer No. 133 wehsite,
- Carried unanimousiy

Maved by Councitlor Rozecki #o accept ?2 Huurs ta Survive spansorship as
information. :
Carried unanimously

Maoved by Councillor B:uwv to accepi' the Police Fundlng Mudel item as
informatian, Dt
i:arried |.mar'|.ir!n-::u.mh.ur

Moved by Councilor Schoorlemmer that Councii approve that attendance
of Deputy Reeve Wark and Councilior Bzowy to Reynotds Mirth Richards &
Farmer 30" Annual Nnrtherr: Munlmpaﬂties Law Seminar.

. Carried unanimously

o bepuw Reeve Wark recused himéeif due to a conflict of Interest regarding

Agenda ltem 13.E.
Deputy Reeve Wark left Council Chambers at 2:57 pm.

' . Moved by CouncHlor Razecki that Cauncil appeint Reeve Van Rootsetaar to
. the Rycroft Agricultural Society Board as a nan-voting member

repreaentatwe for the Munlcipat District of Spirit River Np. 133,
Carried unanimausly

Deputy Reeve Wark returned to Councit Chambers at 3:05 pn,

.?Discussiun regarding Strategic Planning Course at Spring AMA Convention.

Municipal District of Spirtt River #133 Councll q
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i4, BYLAWS
is. CORRESPONDENCE AND INFORMATION
046.001.28.26 Moved by Counciflor Bzowy that Councll autharize up to three Municipal
District of Spirit River No. 133 Adminis_t{atinnf'ﬁfﬁce staff to attend the
2026 Women in the North Cunferer_::_:_e_. _
S Carried unanimaously
047.01.28.26 Moved by Deputy Reeve Wark that Council af:p_r_uue the 2026 Peace Library
System requisition in thg_amuunt of $6,848.00, spllt into two seml-annual
payments of $3,424.00, noting an increase over the previous year due to
the adjustment ta the 2024 Alberta Treasury Soard pupulatlﬂn estimate of
645 residents and the $7.36 per caplta levy rate. :
Earried unahimausly
048.61.28.26 Moved by Counciilor Rozecki to a.t:.ﬁ:v:*pﬂl‘T Information and Correspondence
Items A thro_ugh _[_ff,_}lj infarmation.
R Carried unanimously
14. - COUMNCH ISSUES AND {:DNCERNS o
17. CLOSED MEETING (FORMERLY IN-CAMERA)
049.01.28.26 ~. Moved by Deputy Reeve Wark to enter into closed session as per Municipat
R Gouernment Act R.5.A. 2000, Sectian 197 {4) and Access ta Infarmation Act ta
U dlstbss e
'Sectmn 30, Ecunomnc Interests - Land Development
Section 19, Third-pariy Business Interests
Section 26, Intermunicipal Relations
. Section 27, Legal
-.Section 19, Third Party Business interests
: Section 26, Intermunicipal Relations
--Sectlon 26, Intermunicipal Relations.
: Carried uranimotsly
Councl entered closed meeting at 3:14 pm.
050.01,28.26 Moved by Cauncilior Rozecki to leave clased meeting and reconvene
Regular Councit meeting.
Larried unanimously
Council recanvenad Regular Councll meeting at 3:05 pm.
Muntclpat District of Spirt River #133 Councli a
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053.03.28.26

052.01.28.26

053.01.28.26

054.01.28.26 -

":.055.01.28.26

056.01.28,26

... ltd’s proposal as presented.

6

Caouncillor Schaariemmer moved that Coundll direct Administration to send
a letter to Town aof Sairit River inviting their Council ta a supper meeting at
the Brownlee Building on March 279, 2026 at § pm ta discuss
intermunicipal development,

Carried unanimausly

That Council formally relingquishas the rale af Unit Authaority far the Central
Peace FCS5 program, further directs Administration to formally notify the
Central Peace Family and Community Support Services {FCSS) partner
municipalities—the Town of Spirit River and the Village of Rycroft—as weil
as the appropriate Government of Alberta Ministry pertaining to FCSS, of
the Municipal District of Spirit River No. 133's Intent to refinouish the role
of Unit Authority for the partnership after 21 #ears; further, that Council
authorizes the Chief Adeyinistrative Officer to initiate the transition
process, including organlzing a meeting with a partner municipality to
facilitate the transfer of the Unit Authority role, legal employer
obtigations, and administrative duties te a successor entity, while
malntaining the MD's firancial commitment to the pregrar. Further
directs Administration to fransfer ali relevant legal, financial, and
personnel rﬂcurds to the hew Lead Mumclpalrw ta facilitate the transition.

: Carried uranimously

Moved by Councilior Bzowy t_h_at Cnunci_l éﬁprwe Fire & Farm Engineering
Carried unanimously

NMuoved by Councilior Rozecki that Counci direct administration to enter
into negetiations with Grande Spirit Foundation regarding a parinership

.:_ with the Mumclpal District of Spirit River with regard to the transit bus
p ragram

Carried unanimously

Mowved iw Deputy Reeve Wark that Countil direct admindstration to send a

ietter of support to the Town of Spirit River for their 5TiP application
-regarding the airport rehabifitation project.

Carried unanimously

.' Maved by Reeve Van Roatselaar that Councll divect Administration to send

a respanse fetter to Saddle Hills County.
Carried unanimaously
0537.01.28.26 maved by Councillor Rozecki that Council approves the estahlishment of
the Regional Childcare Solutions Steering Committee and Terms of
Reference as amended,
Carried unanimously
Municipal Disbrick of Spirit River # 133 Councid 4
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958.51.28.26 Moved by Councillor Rozeck! that Reeve Van Rootselaar be appointed as
the Member Representative for the Municipal District of Splrit River to the
Reglianal Chlldcare Solutions Steering Committee,
Carried unanimously
0059.01.28.26 Maved by Councilior Schooriemmer that Councilior Rezecki be appainted
as Aternate for the Reglonal Childeare Solutians Steering Committee.
Carried unanimously
1a. ADIDURNMENT
There heing na further business, the meetlng was adjourned by Reeve Van
Rootselaar at 5:11 pm.
These minutes approved this - day of L , 2026.
Reeve - CAC
Tony Van Rootselaar © - Shirtey Hayden
Munlclpai DlstAct of Spirt River #133 Council ?

Minutes for Reguiair Council Mesting R 62,26
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MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF SPIRIT RIVER NO. 133

Meeting Minutes for Municipal Planning Commission Meeting MPC 01-26
10:30 a.m., January 28", 2026

The Regular Meeting of the Municipal District of Spirit River No. 133 Municipal Planning Commission was
held in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Office situated at 4202 50" Street in the Town of Spirit
River in the Province of Alberta on Wednesday, January 28", 2026, at 10:30 a.m.

Board Members Present: Tony Van Rootselaar, Chairman
Dean Wark
Shelley Rozecki
Bernie Schoorlemmer
Evelyn Bzowy

Staff Present: Monty Bremont — Development Officer
Shirley Hayden — CAO
Rebecca Fitzsimmons — Executive Assistant
Dave Johnson — PW Director
Elena Valdes - CFO
Komiete Tetteh (MMSA)
Inwon Nteogwuija (MMSA)

1. Call to Order

Chairman Tony Van Rootselaar called the meeting to order at 11:17 a.m.

2. Adoption of the Agenda

A. Adoption of the Municipal Planning Commission Meeting Agenda January 28", MPC 01-26

001.01.28.26 Moved by Member Dean Wark that the agenda for the January 28™, 2026, Municipal Planning
Commission Meeting MPC 01-26 be adopted as presented.
Carried

3. New Business
a) Subdivision Application 25MK014

Mackenzie Municipal Services Agency (MMSA) representative, Komiete Tetteh, attended the
meeting virtually to present Subdivision Applications 25MK014 & 25MK019.

002.01.28.26 Moved by Member Evelyn Bzowy that the Municipal Planning Commission recommend
approval of Subdivision file #25MK014 to the Subdivision Authority, subject to the
following conditions:

1. That any outstanding property taxes are to be paid on the land proposed to be
subdivided or arrangements made for the payment of same which are satisfactory
to the Municipal District of Spirit River No. 133,

2. That a variance of additional 16.89 acres is granted to the maximum parcel size
requirement of 10 acres, as established in section 3.4.2(b) of the Land Use Bylaw,



to accommodate the proposed parcef size of 26.8% acres. 9
3. That variance is granted to accommodate the front and side vard sethack
deficiencies for the existing dugout.

. That the existing access approaches to the propased subdiviston and the balance
of SW.4.77 6. WM shall meet the standards of the MD of Spirit River Mo, 133;if
nat, they must be upgraded at the {andowner’s expense.

5. That any any existing utility lines crossing property boundaries must be
protected by registered utility right of way easements, caveats, or agreements. Any
new requiret ulility rights of way easements, caveats or agreements must be
provided in accordance with municipal, agency andfor utility provider
regdirements.

Carried

Member Beritie Schoorlemmer declared a pecuniary interest in Subdivision Application 25MK015 and
recused himself from the meeting at 11:26 a.m.

h} Subdivision Application 25MK01%

003.01.28.26 Moved by Member Shelley Rozecki that the Municipal Planning Commission recommend
approva! of Subdivision file # 25MK019 to the Subdivision Authority, subject to the
following conditions:

1. That any outstanding property taxes are to be paid on the land proposed to be
subdivided or arrangements made for the payment of same which are satisfactory
1o the Municipal District of Spirit River No. 133,

Z. That a variance of additional 648 acres is granted to the maximem parcef size
requirensent of 10 acres, as established in section 3.6.2{b) of the Land Use Bylaw,
to accommodate the proposed parce!f size of 16.48 acres.

3. That variance is granted to accommodste the sethack deficiencies for existing
non-conforming developments on the proposed lot, including the garage, shet,
sea-cans, storage building, dugout, and five {5) bins.

4, That the existing shared approach to the proposed lot and adfacent subdivision
via Range Road 52 must meet the M.D. of Spirit River No. 133 access standards.
The cost of any reguired upgrades shafl be borne by the landowner/applicant.

5. That the proposed access approach to the balance of River lot 1 via Township
Road 791A shall be constructed to the MD's standards and be approved by the
Directar of Public Works, at the landowner/applicant’s sole cost,

b. That a new access easement agreement must be executed and registered on
title to actommodate the proposed shared access for the existing subdivision and
proposed ot via Range Road 52,

T. That any existing utility lines crossing property boundaries must be protected by
registered utiity right of way easements, caveals, or agreaments. Any naw
required utiiity rights of way easements, caveals or agreements must be provided
in accerdance with municipal, agency and/for utility provider reguirements,

8. That Municipal Reserve be taken as cash in lieu, the amount of which shaill be
determined by the Subdivision Aothority, in accordance with legislation.

Carried

rfunicipat Districk of Splrt River We, 133 2
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M54 Representative Komiete Tetteh provided a verbal report and update on the proposed Area
Structure Plan for SE 22-78-6Wo6.,

Member Berie Schoorlemmer returned to the meeting &t 11:46 a.m.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned by Chairman Tony Van Rootselaar at 12:05 p.m.

These minutes approved this day of , 2026,

Chairman Recarding Secretary
Fony Van Rootselaar

tesnicipal DIstrict of Split Rlver No. 133 3
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MD OF 5PIRIT RIVER

AGRICULTURAL FIELDMAN REFORT

DATE: Fehruary 3, 2026

SLHBMITTED BY: Agricuiturad Fieldmian, Sirnon Amting

ANNUAL OFERATING PROGRAMS, PRDIECTS AND ACTIVITIES:

"'ﬁ}'ﬁr'g}am,fAcﬁw'ry,r’iject Timeline Comments

PRAAAF Update & inctustry Corridor Wc}rksﬂgi:'- Feb 24 — Peace River
Dutreach/ Extension Feb 23724 PYMA/J Kochia Conference — Red deer
Roadside Mowing Eump!eté'-:':'lw " .Spuiié' for one Shulte Mower and Shulte Flexarm that are sitting in

Letihbiidge fram Famans Fairview, will be delivered in April/Mary.

Kubota, Fosters and RME won't have orders in until August/
September

Weed Managemeﬁf o “"-"Cumpieted Conducted Prestville’s Saed cleaning Plant Enspect.i.i.:.:.r;.i.:.:.ﬁ Jan 15%

& Feast Managment
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‘Cemeteries Completed | Projects for 2026 being plannad

Nardam Campsite Completed | Nardam has been winterized and closed for the season.

Frojects for Nardam are being planned for 2026

Seasonal Staff Completed | Seasonal Staff term as ended. Wil be adverlising and
conducting interviews for Job Pasitions over the next few
maonths. Should have a few returning,

Safety for Public Works Dngoing Safety Meeting January 14™ at 12:30pm ~ Reviewing Incident
Reports, Hazard s, Near Misses, PPE and consulf any issues,

Reviewlng MD Safety Manual and procedures

f was appointed o the Regional Safety Committee, | will be
working on getting my 105 100, 200 and 300,

Recently | have been put in charge of maintenance at the
Admin Building such as shovefing and salting watkways,
clearing exits, checking vends, etr

Rate Payer Concerns

& Compliments
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ASB Conference Overview

Agricultura! Fieldman Simon Amting, Councillor Rozecki, Councillor Schoorleramear and
Chairman Meyer attended the ASB Provincial Conference in Edmonton. Lots of pood speakers,
discussions and natworking during this Conference. Townhall meeting with Deputy Minister
lohn Conrad, touchad on wld boars, grant update, international trades, weed raview, weeds on
welisite’s, on farm slaughter program, AG plastics, etc. There was an Al Speaker, Word tariff/
economics Speaker, Cattle industry Speaker — which touched on changes being made to the
CFIA Program. Climate Weather Speaker, Rural Vieterinarian Speaker, Alberta Cattle Feeder
speaker, Long Rider — Travelled 27,000km on Horseback.

There was a total of 10 Resolutions brought forward,

1-26 — Emergency Registration of 2 Liguid Strychnine - CARRIED

2- 26 — Environment and climate change Canada and Diesel Exhaust fluid — CARRIED

3 -26 — Marked Fuel Program review was rescinded as the government made proper changes.
4-26 — Rural Water Distribution and Connectivity Funding — CARRIED

PC 1-26 - Modernizing Alberta Rat Contral Program — CARRIED

PC 2-26 — 0On Farm Meat Processing — CARRIED

PC 3-26 — Legal Entity Aligned with ASB's — DEFEATED

PL 4-26 — Urgent Reforms to CFIA and PMRA — CARRIED

E1-26 —Vacant Biscontrol Scientist Position — CARRIED

E2-26 — Livestock Traceabiity Update Concerns — CARRIED

Crossroads Crop Conference

Agricultural Fieldman Simon Amting attendad this Conference. Good speakers, discussions and
networking during this conference. AG Growth Speaker, Trade Strategy/ Tariffs Speaker, Farm
Credit Speaker, Alberta Pulse Growers AGM — 3 resolutions which were HWY Speed increases,
Elk being added to Problem Witdlife Tag Program and AAFC Net Benefit. Then Alberta Canola
AGM and Alberia Grains AGM.
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
DIRECTOR’S REPORT

DATE: February 11, 2026

Administrative Diamond B completed work on Admin Building water
| damage;
Grading Blading ice roads
_P_laifing - o
Gravel
Culvert
Installation/Repair
Washouts
Brushing Talked 1o landowner about line of site on Viercant ITill;
landowner gave permission to take down as much brush
as needed:
Signage
Bridge Files Viercant Bridge work was started on February 2, 2026;
should be done by February 10-11, 2026.
Nardam o
Public Works Shop
Equipment Engine locked up on new grader, EGR cooler failed and
left coolant on top of the piston so when the operator
started the grader, it hydraulic-locked and bent a
connecling rod and broke a liner; Finning was onsite that
afternoon, removed the engine, transported the engine to
Grande Prairie the following morning; Finning delivered a
new 160m courtesy grader next business day; engine will
be installed February 9, 2026; all warranty will remain the
. same full warranty;
Training Finning invited Public Works Manager to Governmental
Training and Safety Days, May 5 -7, 2026, in Peoria,
Illinois.
Ratepayer
Comments
Miscellaneous

Pubc Viovis Department Direciors Report Template
e
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Finance Report
RM 03-26, February 11", 2026

The Finance Department continues to focus on audit readiness, budget development, and
ongoing operational priorities. Below is a summary of current activities and updates.

Audit Preparation

« The audit date has been confirmed for March 9. All required documents for the
initial audit steps have been submitted to the auditor.

« The auditor has provided the first set of documents for review by both the CAQO and
Council.

Bank Reconciliations

« Bankreconciliations are progressing well. Work is currently beginning on
September, and the remaining months are expected to be completed efficiently.

= Allreconciliations, including any required adjustments, will be finalized in time for
the audit.

Prepaids and Inventories

¢ All prepaid expenses and inventories have been successfully completed.

= Supporting documentation has been organized and is ready for audit review.
Insurance and Risk Management

« Aresponse has been received from the insurance provider regarding signage
requirements and liability coverage.

« This information has been included in the Council agenda package for review and
reference.

Budget and Council Planning
» A Committee of the Whole meeting has been confirmed for March 23.
» The final budget is still in progress and will be presented once completed.

* The Transit Budget has been submitted for review as part of the Bus Operating Grant
process.

Assessment and Taxation

+ The Finance Department is currently working with the Assessors toward completion
of the 2026 tax assessment.

Page 1|2
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» Al required documentation has been provided to support this process.

CRA Account Access

« The department is still awaiting updatas to the CRA account access,

»  The CAD has besn actively working to restore access and has communicated the
urgency and deadiines involved; however, access has not yet been reinstatad.

MPE Paymeant

+ The final payment to MPE remains on hold pending receipt of deposits covering
additional costs that were outside of the original agreement.

= Deposits are stil cutstanding from both the Town and the Village.

Payroll & Time Tracking Review

« The Finance Department is exploring the potential transktion to an elactronic
timeshaet and time-off tracking system.

« Meetings are being held with providers, and cost comparisons are underway to
determine the best option.

Reminderio Councll

Council imasheets and expense claims are due by the 25th of sach month.

Fage 2|2
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mﬂpigtaﬂﬂg&nﬂljnﬂuﬂnﬂliaﬂ( Initiative.

Birch Hills County council invited the Mayor/Raeve & Councils of; Saddie Hills County, MD
of Spirit Rivar, the Town of Spirit River and the Village of Rycroft to participate in a lunch
meeting at the Birch Hills County Council chambers te aliow for an initial discussion
retated to 2 G5 regionsl industrial park concept initiative. By acting as a collective, the G5
may secure provincial and federal grants {such as the Northern and Regional Economic
Development funds) that individual small towns might not qualify for an their own. The
proposat is designad to transition the region from a pursly agricultural and raw-resource
base into a hub for value-added industry.

Rural Municipalities of Alberta [RMA) 2026-member visit

RMA cootdinates member visits with all municipalities on a three-year rotation, the MD of
Spririt River No.133 has been included in the 2026 schedule along with Saddle Hills County.
These visits are an important initiative led by the RMA President, the District Director, and
members of the RMA administrative team. They provide a valuable opportunity to meet with
members in their communities, allowing RMA fo gain a deeper understanding of focal priorities,
initiatives, and challenges. The Municipal District of Spirit Biver No.133 Council had the
opportunity to brief this letter from the BMA at the Council mesting last week and o streamiine
this process, council suggested we reach out to Saddie Hitls County CAO, atso on the RMA
invitation list. | have reached us to the CAC , who has indicated they would book a meeting,
but has not specified the date they would be requesting for the meeting. 1 informed the RMA
that the Municipal District will do our bast to align with the meeting with Saddie Hills County, once
they have provided a proposad date. Administration will continue work on aligning our RMA
visit with a neighbouring municipality’s vis

. Lp FCSS: Transition of Unit Authari

Adminizstration has followed up with the Lyn Smid, Director of Community Preventive
Initiatives, Civil Saciety & Community initiatives, Assisted Living and Social Services of the
Government of Alberta regarding the transition of the CPFCSS lead autharity. Wa have sent
& formal tetter to the participating municipalities and started the process and formally
notify the rrinister of Social Services, the Honourable fason Nixon. The Town of Spirit River
Councit made a motion to become the Unit Authority for the Centrat Peace FCSS program.
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CAO REPORT: RM.03.26 — February 11th, 2026

CN Consuitation: Agreement & invoice Review

Administration is currently engaged in consultation with Canadian National Railway (CN)
regarding the review of outstanding agreements and associated invoices.

Aformal letter of dispute regarding the invoice to upgrade the crossing on Township Read
780 has been sent. Walting for a response.

Intermunicipal Davelopment Meeting

Organized a intermunicipal development meeting as per councils direction with the Town
of Spirit River; there witl be nine people in attendance from the Town. The meeting will take
ptace at tha Brownlae Building on March 2™ at 9a.m.

CRA

The MD continues to have issues with updating the CRA access account with the list of
current employees. | have continually contacted the Canada Revenua Agancy (CRA}
multiple times via telephone to navigate tha security protocols reguired for municipat
account transitions over the last six months.

Formal Documentation & Correspondence: recent cormmunication sent an ufgent formal
tetter to the CRA Tax Center in Summerside, PEL This latter served to provide updated
organizational documentation, formally request the appointment of the Chief
Administrative Officer {CAO) as the authorized signing director for the account. internal
Coordination: Collaborated with corporate finance to ensure that the financial data is
ready for filing once full administrative permissions are varifiad.

Mighty Peace Watershed Delegation - February 25, 2028

Staff from Mighty Peace Watershed will prasent projects that they have been involved i
that are of interest to MD, how their work and councils align, update on state of the
Watershed, on opportuinity for discussion around land use and surface water management
considerations [flooding, drought, satbacks, etc}. Thay want 1o male this session very
applicable to Council — please provide any thoughis on general or specific areas of
concen.
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y SPIRITHIVER MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF SPIRIT RIVER NO. 133
a1 [0
MEETING: RMV-03-26
MEETING DATE: February 11, 2026
ORIGINATED BY: PW Supervisor + CFO
TITLE: Travel Approval- PW Supervisor

Administration is seeking a decision on Council approval for travel related to upcoming trip
for the Public Works Supervisor to Illinois. The estimated total cost of this trip is
approximately $2,000, which includes registration, travel, accommodations, and meals.

Historically, travel and training expenses for the Public Works Supervisor are allocated to
the General Ledger account “Supervisor Training & Travel.” The proposed 2026 budget for
this account is $3,000.

This account is also typically used to cover expenses associated with the RMA Conference
and any additional training or work-related travel that may arise throughout the year. Itis
important to note that the cost of attending the RMA Conference alone often exceeds
$1,500 per attendee, which limits the remaining flexibility within the current proposed
budget.

Should Council approve this travel expense, there are two options to address the budget
impact:

1. Increase the 2026 budget for the “Supervisor Training & Travel” account from $3,000
to approximately $5,000 to ensure sufficient funds are available for both this training
opportunity and other anticipated travel during the year as we are only starting 2026.

OR

2. Maintain the budget at $3,000 for 2026 and approve this travel expense with the
understanding that this budget line will be over budget by year end as a result the
difference will be covered from reserves.
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Adminiztration Recommendation:

Administiation recommaends increasing the budget line to approximately 35,000 in the finat
2026 hudget, This approach provides amore accurate reflection of expected travel and
training costs and reduces the likelihood of overages later in the year.

RECOMMIENDATION:

That Councit approve the Public Works Supervisor’s travel to Ilinois for training at an
astimated cost of $2,000.00; and further, that CouncH direct Administration to increase the
2026 'Supervisor Training & Travel’ budget line from $3,000.00 to $5,000.00 to
accommodate this training and anticipated annual conference expenses.”

Or

That Council approve the Public Works Supervisor's travet to iilinois for training at an
estimated cost of $2,000.00, with the understanding that any resultant overage in the
‘supernvisor Training & Travel' budgei ling be funded through [Operating Reserves/General
Surplus] at year-end.”

O

That Councit direct administration accordingly



FOR CATERPILLAR® GOVERNMENTAI
TRAINING & SATETY DAYS

MAY b-7, 2026

PEORIA, ILLINOIS
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W MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF SPIRIT RIVER NO. 133
MEETING: RM 03-26
MEETING DATE: February 11, 2026
ORIGINATED BY: Monty Bremont, Assistant CAO
TITLE: Scheduling of Inaugural Meeting of Daycare Steering Committee
BACKGROUND/PROPOSAL

With the regional childcare initiative moving into the implementation phase, the formation
of the Steering Committee was the next critical step. Administration has begun receiving
member appointments and seeks Council’s direction to set a target date for the first
meeting to maintain project momentum.

The Regional Childcare Solutions Steering Committee was established to oversee the
development of a coordinated childcare strategy across the region. Per the approved
Terms of Reference, the committee is to be composed of representatives from key
community stakeholders.

Current Appointment Status:

Town of Spirit River Appointment: Administration has received formal correspondence
confirming Councillor Ryan Funk as the Town's representative.

Stakeholder Appointments: Administration is currently in communication with Saddle Hills
County and the Agricultural Societies. We are anticipating confirmation of their respective
appointees.

Setting an initial meeting date now allows for proper legislative notice and gives appointees
sufficient time to clear their schedules, ensuring a quorum for the first session.

BRECOMMEMDATION/RESOLUTION

That Council authorize Administration to schedule the inaugural meeting of the Regional
Childcare Solutions Steering Committee for pending the
receipt of formal appointment confirmations from the remaining stakeholders.

Or

That Council direct administration accordingly.
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REQUEST FOR DECISION
MEETING: Council RM 03-26
MEETING DATE: February 11, 2026
PRESENTED BY: Simon Amting, Agricultural Fieldman
TITLE: 2026 Heartland Funding Request
Background/Pr I:

In October, 2025, the Agricultural Fieldman received the funding request dated September
9, 2025 from Heartland Training Hub & Support (Formally Farm Safety) requesting funding.
The request for funding is to reach as many rural school children as possible by brining farm
safety to the classroom. They are asking for $364.50. They based this figure on 2024 in-
school delivery to 109 children in the Municipality at $4.50 per student.

The Municipal District of Spirit River funded Farm Safety $738.50 in 2023 and $490.50 in
2024,

The Agricultural Service Board recommends to Council that the MD of Spirit River funds
Heartland Training Hub and Support the $364.500 for 2026,

ive Recommendations:

That Council funds Heartland Training & Support HUB the $364.50.

That Council directs administration accordingly.

Simon Amting, Agricultural Fieldman
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265 East 400 South | Box 291 | Raymond | Alberta | TOK 250 [403 752-4585 | www.heartlandsupport.ca

September 9, 2025
Simon Amting

M.D. of Spirit River
Email: samting@mdspiritriver.ab.ca

Dear Simon,

On behalf of Heartland Training & Support Hub (formerly Farm Safety Centre), 1 am pleased to provide your
County/MD with this annual update on the Safety Smarts program, along with our donation request for 2025.

Thanks to the generosity of many Counties, MDs, Agricultural Societies, Hutterite colonies, rural communities, and
private donors, we successfully raised the matching funds required to qualify for the Sustainable Canadian
Agricultural Partnership (SCAP) grant. This allowed us to resume Safety Smarts delivery in October 2024 after a
temporary pause.

From October 2024 through June 2025, our team hired and trained new instructors, updated our curriculum,
purchased new teaching aids and models, and most importantly, delivered 1,754 farm safety presentations to
37,118 rural elementary students at 405 schools across Alberta,

Every one of our instructors comes from a farm background and understands both the challenges and blessings of
farm life. School teachers consistently tell us the program is valuable: 98% reported the presentations engaged
their students, 99% said the content was relevant and informative, and 98% want the program again next year.

Safety Smarts delivery during the 2024-2025 school year within M.D. of Spirit River included:

e 3 Safety Smarts presentations
» 81 students reached
* 1 schools visited

For a more detailed list of each school visit, please see the attached 2024 - 2025 School Visits Report.
Historical delivery & donation history for M.D. of Spirit River:

¢  Durrecords indicate that your most recent donation was $ 290.92 which we received on June 6, 2023.
s Since 2016, we have delivered 72 Safety Smarts to 1463 rural elementary students at schools within M.D.
of Spirit River.

This year, we are inviting each County/MD to contribute $4.50 per student reached within their boundaries in the
past school year. For M.D. of Spirit River, this amounts to $ 364.50

As a registered charity, all donations are eligible for a charitable tax receipt. We will also recognize your support
an our wehsite and social media so communities across Alberta can see which counties are sustaining this
life-saving program.
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How to Donate:

+ E-Transfer to donations@heartlandsupport.ca
¢ Cheque payable to Heartland Training & Support Huh.

Mailing address: PO Box 291, Raymond, Alberta TOK 250.

Frequently Asked Questions:

1. Why only rural schools? - We focus on small rural schools outside larger cities, where children are more likely to
live or spend time on farms, ride ATVs or horses, or swim in natural bodies of water, With limited funds, we must
prioritize the highest-risk communities.

2. Are you government funded? — We are a non-profit and registered charity founded in 1991 by a group of farmers
in Southern Alberta. While we occasionally receive government grants, we are not affiliated with government or
regulatory bodies.

3. How are presentations scheduled? - We currently have 7 Safety Smarts instructors across the province, each
responsible for their own region. They contact schools directly and book classroom presentations.

4. Do students get repeat content? - No. There are 7 unique presentations, one for each grade K-6. Children receive
new, age-appropriate content each year. Presentations are delivered in small classroom settings, not in large
gymnasiums.

5. How do donations affect delivery? - Limited funds require us to prioritize counties and MDs that support the
program annually. Schools in supportive regions are booked first,

Thank you for presenting this request to your Agricultural Service Board. Please reach out directly if you have any
questions about the program or the data in this letter. [ am also happy to attend ASB meetings, in person or
virtually, if invited.

With sincere appreciation,

e
——

Jordan Jensen | Executive Director
Heartland Training & Support Hub
Office: 403-752-4585

Liensen@heartlandsupport.ca
www.heartlandsupport.ca
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School Visits by County: September 2024 - June 2025

School: County T
Athabasca County

| Subtotal
| Beaver County

|Subtotal
|Camrose County

Subtotal
Cardston County

| Subtotal

| Clear Hills County
|Subtotal
|Clearwater Caunty

|Subtotal
County of Barrhead

Subtotal
County of Forty Mile

| Subtotal

| County of Grande Prairie

Schoaol: Account Name
|Grassland Community School
MNew Pine Colony School
| Rochester School
Sum
| Tofield School
|Iren Cresek Colany School
|Holden Colony School
| Viking Schiool
| Tofleld Colony School
| CW. Sears Elementary School
| viking Colony Schoal
Sum |
| Bawlf School
|Hay Lakes Schoal
|Rosalind Colony Schoal
|Camrose Colony School
| Bashaw School & ECS
|5ifton Schoal
|Mew Norway School
|Cornerstone Christian Academy
| Round HIll 5chool
Hartland Colony School
Sum
Big Bend Colony School
Blue Ridge Colony Schoaol
Crystal Spring Colony School
Hutterville Colony School
Old Elm Spring Colony School
Magrath Elementary Schoal
| Magrath Elementary School
Sum
| Hines Creek Composite School
Sum
|Ecole Rocky Elementary School
{Caroline Schoal
|Charlotte Small Elementary School
| Recky Christian School
Sum
| Meerlandia Public Christian Schoal
| Dunstable School
Sum
Plainview Colony School
Cherry Coulee Christian Academy
Foremast School
Sum
Grandview Colony School
| Elmwarth School
|Walhalla Community School

Total # Pres

Total # Students  Date

4 56|2025-01-27
1 22|2025-02-12
2 20| 2025-03-06
7 a8

6l 110/2024-11-06
1 14|2024-11-27
1| 12|2024-11-27
| 125|2024-12-05
1 14|2024-12-16
7| 239|2025-01-13
1| 21(2035-05-05 |
23 535,

6 138(2024-10-18 |
6| 93|2024-10-28
1| 22/2024-12-11
1| 5 2024-12-16
Bl 118|2025-01-15
7| 291/2025-04-07
(4 90/2025-04-15
3| 52|2025-04-17
3| 75 2025-05-23
1| 26/ 2025-06-24
40 910

1 25/2024-12-16
1 15{2024-12-17
1 21{2025-01-14 |
2 15/2025-01-21
2 19|2025-03-31
8 182 | 2025-05-05
9 207|2025-05-06
24 484

5| 54|2025-05-06
5 54

11| 206|2024-11-25
7| 171|2024-11-27
9| 198|2024-12-02
4| 111|2025-05-14
31 686

g 177/2025-04-01
4| 51,2025-05-27
13 228

1 15/2025-01-27
3 53|2025-03-03
a 86/2025-05-20
2 154

1 12|2024-11-25
0l 0/2025-01-20
4| 37|2025-04-07
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REQUEST FOR DECISION

MEETING: Council Meeting RM 03-26

MEETING DATE: February 11, 2026

PRESENTED BY: Simon Amting, Agricultural Fieldman

TITLE: 2026 Agricultural Appeal Board Committee Member
Backgr al:

Referring to Bylaw 05-2022 — The Agricultural Appeal Committee Bylaw.

After the Organization Meeting on November 3™ 2025, Two out of three seats were appointed,
leaving one vacancy on the Agricultural Appeal Board Committee.

The Agricultural Fieldman is asking our ASB members if any of them would like to fill this
vacancy.

During the December 18" meeting the ASB made a motion to recommend to Council that
Aaron Young and Clint Lefley would join the Agricultural Appeal Board.

Administrative Recommendations:

That the Council agrees to Nominate Aaron Young and Clint Lefley for the Agricultural
Appeal Board.

Or

That Council directs administration accordingly.

Simon Amting, Agricultural Fieldman
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REQUEST FOR DECISION

MEETING: Council RM 03-26

MEETING DATE: February 11, 2026

PRESENTED BY: Simon Amting, Agricultural Fieldman

TITLE: 2026 Alberta Invasive Species Funding Request
Background/Proposal:

On behalf of the Alberta Invasive Species Council (AISC), | am writing to extend our sincere thanks to
M.D. of Spirit River for your valued support as a 2025 Bronze Partnership. As we plan for the year ahead,
we formally invite you to renew this vital partnership for 2026. To assist with your decision, we have
attached a letter that outlines how AISC serves as a cost-effective partner, providing the tools and
resources needed to meet these challenges. We have also included our 2024 Infographic Report, which
showcases our collective impact.

The Agricultural Service Board recommends to Council that the MD of Spirit River funds
AISC the $1,000 for a 2026 Bronze Partnership.

Administrative Recommendations:

That Council funds AISC the $1000 for the 2026 Bronze Partnership with AISC.

Or

That Council directs administration accordingly.

Simon Amting, Agricultural Fieldman
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Alberta Invasive Species Council
P.0. Box 1525
Blairemore, AB TOK OED

October 10, 2025

M.D. of Spirit River
4202 50th Street
Spirit River, AB TOH 3G0

Subject: Reconnecting to Protect Alberta’s Future: An Invitation to Renew Your 2026 Partnership
To: Agricultural Service Board/Agricultural Fieldman of M.D. of Spirit River
Greetings,

On behalf of the Alberta Invasive Species Council (AISC), | am writing to reconnect and thank you for
your past 2025 Bronze Partnership support. Your previous partnership was instrumental in helping us
protect Alberta’s rural communities from the economic and ecological threats of invasive species. As we
look to the future, we invite you to renew that vital partnership.

The challenges we face from invasive species continue to grow, posing a significant risk to agricultural
producers and local economies that our communities depend on. As you know from our previous work
together, the AISC serves as a cost-effective, non-regulatory partner, providing the practical tools and
scientific resources needed to meet these challenges head-on and fulfill your responsibilities under the

Weed Control Act and Agricuftural Pest Act.
A Reminder of How We Serve as Your Partner:
Your past support helped us deliver services that directly benefit your staff and residents, including:

+ Overseeing Key Outreach Tools: We update, print, and distribute essential guides like the
Invasive Plants of Alberta Guide and the Aguatic Invasive Species Pocket Guide.

* Maintaining Alberta’s Go-To Factsheet Library: We provide a comprehensive library of invasive
species factsheets, a critical resource for your staff and the public.

» Providing Professional Development: Through our annual conference, workshops and webinars,
we offer vital training and networking for certified pesticide applicators, weed inspectors, and

land stewards.

COARICH
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» Facilitating Data and Early Detection: We support platforms like EDDMap5, improving early
detection and verifying invasive species reports for actionable municipal decision-making.

* Leading Province-Wide Programs: We coordinate critical initiatives like the biological control
release program and the Certified Weed Free Forage Program.

s  Delivering High-Impact Awareness Campaigns: Our memorable campaigns like Rat on Rotsl,
Protect Our Waters, and Squeal on Pigs engage the public and reinforce the important work you
do.

Why Your Renewed Partnership is Critical

While we are successful in securing project-specific grants, this funding is restricted to deliverables and
does not cover the core operational capacity needed to sustain our work. Consistent partnership
funding provides the essential operational support that allows us to function effectively.

This stable funding is an investment we leverage to bring even more resources into the province. It
allows us to dedicate the staff time required to manage the numerous grant applications that fund our
programs and enables us to navigate unexpected funding gaps or address emerging invasive threats
swiftly.

We are confident that renewing your partnership with the AISC remains a sound investment in the long-
term well-being of your community. We would be pleased to provide a virtual presentation to your
board or council, complete a formal funding application, or provide any additional information you
require to make this decision.

Rekindle a Vital Alliance: Partnership Opportunities

Please see the partnership levels below for a detailed breakdown of benefits. We hope you will consider
rejoining us in our mission to combat invasive species and safeguard our province's future.

Partner Benefit Bronze Silver Gold Platinum
Partner Partner Partner Partner
($1,000) | ($2,000) ($5,000) | ($10,000+)

Free use of EDDMap5, EDDMap5 Pro, and ISM | / v Vv v
Track apps
Opportunity to contribute articles & J o o W

participate in working groups/events

ALBERTA
SOOI
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Recognition on the AISC website Vg o o o
Recognition in our quarterly newsletter o o o W
Recognition at AISC's Annual Conference v v v v
Exclusive access to the AlSC's Newsletter i i o o
Archive

Access to campalgn promotional and v 4 ,..f o
educational materials

Annual AISC Memberships {with AGM vote) 2 3 4 5

Member rate for AlSC Conference Registration | 2 3 = 5

Member rate on select items in the AISC 2 3 4 5

online store

Free conference registration(s) — — | 2

Customized virtual presentation — A of v
Customized in-person presentation = & — v

We valued your partnership in the past and hope to have the opportunity to collaborate with you once
again. Together, we can ensure Alberta remains a beautiful, prosperous, and resilient place for
generations to come,

Sincerely,

Wegan Evans

Megan Evans

Executive Director

Alberta Invasive Species Council
execdirector@abinvasives.ca | (587) 999-0954

ALBERTA
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REQUEST FOR DECISION
MEETING: o Council RM 03-26
MEETING DATE: February 11th, 2026
PRESENTED BY: Simon Amting, Agricultural Fieldman
TITLE: 2026 PCBFA Funding Request

Background/Proposal:

The Peace Country Beef and Forage Association (PCBFA) is one of the local applied research associations
that provides valuable research for Peace Country farmers. They request funds annually to fund the
costs of this research.

The PCBFA has requested $7,000 in funding for 2026, The interim budget is 57,000 for PCBFA Funding,
which reflects the funding amount last year.

The Agricultural Service Board recommends to Council that the MD of Spirit River funds
PCBFA the $7000 for 2026.

A inistrative Recommendations:

That Council Funds the $7000 for 2026.

Or

That Council directs administration accordingly.

Simon Amting, Agricultural Fieldman
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Peace Country Beef & Forage Association
Box 3000 / 820059 Range Road 35
Fairview, AB TOH 1L0D
iE.\.-:Z:!{'l!-L}-':'h".'I'Il!r & MORACE ASSOCIATION F: [?’Bﬂ] 535—6?99
AFFLIED REEEAERECH
F: (780) 835-6628

Movember 4%, 2025

Council and Agriculture Service Board Members
MD of Spirit River

Box 389
Spirit River, AB TOH 3G0

Dear Council and Agriculture Service Board Members,

On behalf of the PCBFA staff, board of directors, and members, | want to express our deep gratitude
for your ongoing support and partnership. Our municipal support is a crucial piece of a stable base for the
association, as well as a source of matching funds to leverage for research and extension projects, and
therefore is our most important funding source.

We would greatly appreciate your continued funding support in the amount of $7,000 for 2026. In
order to ensure that the MD of Spirit River is extremely satisfied with the level of service delivered by PCBFA,
and to help us continue to shape our future partnership, we ask that council and/or agriculture service board
members complete our Municipal Partners Feedback Survey 2025, which can be found here:
https://www . surveymonkey.com/r/2CIPMZ8.

We would also love the opportunity to attend one of your meetings over the fall or winter as a
delegate, to provide an update on deliverables from this past year, as well as discuss plans for future years.
Should you have any questions, concerns, or any other feedback — please don't hesitate to reach out. Thank
you for your consideration, and | look forward to meeting with you soon,

Sincerely,

Liisa leffrey, B.Sc.(Agr.), P.Ag.

Executive Director, Peace Country Beef & Forage Association
(780) 296-3417

liisa@pchfa.ca
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REQUEST FOR DECISION

MEETING:

TITLE:

MEETING DATE:
PRESENTED BY:

Council RM 03-26

February 11, 2026

Simon Amting, Agricultural Fieldman
2026 VSI Funding Request

Background/Proposal:

Enclosed is a copy of the 2026 VSI contract extension for the Municipal District of Spirit
River #133. Each year V5I requests funds from the MD of Spirit River, in 2025 the MD of
Spirit River funded $11,500. This year VSI is asking for the same amount of $11,500.

The Agricultural Service Board recommends to Council that the MD of Spirit River funds VSI

the $11,500 for 2026.

Administrative Recommen

1ons.

That Council agrees to fund VSI the asking amount of $11,500 for the 2026 term,

Or

That Council directs administration accordingly.

Simon Amting, Agricultural Fieldman




V.S.I. SERVICES (1980) LTD BOX 137

A nonprofit organization providing velerinary care in Alberta FAIRVIEW, AB TOH 1L0

o PH 780 835 5440

S 3}, November 10, 2025

Mprs, Shirley ITayden, CAO

Municipal District of Spirit River #133
Box 389

Spirit River, AB TOH 3G0

RECEIVED
NOV 1 4 2025
irit River

Dear Shirley,

Enclosed are two (2) copies of the 2026 VSI contract extension for the Municipality
District of Spirit River #133. The copy with the attached tentative schedules is yours to
keep. Please sign and return the other copy to me.

The VSI Board of Directors approved a basic 1.5 % increasc in fees for 2026. There was
no gap for 2025, and this only project a 1.5% increasc for 2026. It may trail the Alberta
Veterinary Medical Association (AB.VMA) 2026 suggesied fee schedule. Their final
decision will only be known towards the end of December, which is too late for us to
adapt. In addition, the VSI Board of Directors recommended a 10% contingency ask to
guard against the nced to requisition further funding later in the year.

The $11,500.00 figure in your contract was reached as follows:
a) The cost of your claims, for the period October 1, 2024 to September 30, 2025,
was increased by 11.5% to cover the 1.5% increase, and a 10% contingency.

b) Estimated net administration costs of $738 were added to the above total,

Note: Your estimated administrative costs, which also includes GST on
services, are based on 1.5% of estimated rest administrative costs of
$49.474. Estimated rest administralive cost includes a 11.5% increase
lo cover raise in the GST portion.

¢) Finally, your contract figure was rounded off to the nearest $500.00

Please do not remit any funds at this time. Your requisition will be determined in late
January or early February, after all of your 2025 claims have been processed. Your
requisition will consist ol your actual claims for 2025 increased by 11.5%, along with an
estimatc of net administrative costs.

Appropriate adjustments will be made to your requisition statement to account for any
deficits, or surpluses, in your VSI account as of December 31, 2025,
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This agreement made effective i‘ﬁ%ﬁ.

Between

V.5.I. SERVICES (1980) LTD.
A body corporate under the laws of the Province of Alberta (hereinafter called
*V.5.1L7)

and

MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF SPIRIT RIVER #133 in the Province of
Alberta, representing the district ratepayers (hereinafter called the “Municipal
Jurisdiction™).

Whereas the parties herelo are parties to an agreement in writing dated
January 1, 2025 (hereinafter referred to as the “agreement™); and

Whereas the agrecment, by its terms, is decmed to terminate on December 31,
2025; and

Whereas the parties hereto desire to continuc the agreement in full force and
effect for the period from January 1, 2026 to December 31, 2026.

Now therefore this agreement witnesses that in consideration of the premises
and the covenants hereafter contained:

1. The agreement shall be deemed to continue in full force and effect for the
period from January 1, 2026 to December 31, 2026 and all references to any
datc or dates in the agreement and the term ol its termination shall be
amended accordingly.

2. Schedule “A” 50/50 and Schedule “B” to the agreement shall be dated
ellective January 1, 2026.

3. The Municipal Jurisdiction agrees to provide V.S.I. with the funds nccessary
to implement, administer and carry out the Veterinary Health Program until
this agreement is terminaled. The Municipal Jurisdiction agrees to advance
the sum of

ELEVEN THOUSAND AND FIVE ITUNDRED ($11,500.00) DOLLARS

to cstablish the Veterinary Health Program in the Jurisdiction for the 2026
calendar year.
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The parties agree to observe and perform all other terms, covenants,
conditions and provisions on the part of each of them respectively
contained in the agreement subject only to the amendments contained
herein.

2

V.S.1. SERVICES (1980) LTD.

Per

Rik Vandekerkhtve

Signed, sealed and delivered
in the presence of:

Witness M. D. OF SPIRIT RIVER #133
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Schedule "A" 50/50- Effective lan 1, 2026

i MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF SPIRIT RIVER #133

| {
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Untll thls Tarlff is amended and suh]ec’t to the terms and Eundltlnns nf the year 2{}25 contract, "u"SI Serwoes [1930} Ltd will
! pay up to the listed V5l fee for charges by the veterinarian for the services stated herein. All other charges levied in
| association with the service(s) being claimed must be shown on the invoice.

| Nnte Uniess otherwise noted all flat rate and hourly fees are fully inclusive which means the fee includes exams, local
| anaesthetic procedures (including the drugs), surgical packs, suture materials, stitch removal and all drug administration

; procedures.
CATTLE
A. Ancillary (add-on) Services

Vsl Maximum 50% 50%
SERVICE Code Fee Vsl fee CLIENT fee
Clmlc ‘u’rsn Fee 9 59.00 29 5[] IEI 5(]

| Note: This fee can nlg be claimed in cunjunctmn wath arlnther valid V5! claim. It can unl',f be charged once per
| occurrence. It is nnt a per animal fee.

Epidural N N 1 4840 2420 2420

| Note: Epidurals can nlx he clalmed in conjunmun wlth d!stncla [cc:-de 31), mbg,gutomles {cade 44 & 45} & grnlags
| revisits under code 52.
1

Intramuscular or Subcutaneous Injections 3 880 4.40 - 440
Intravenous Injections 4 17.20 8.60 8.60
Stall Fee (calves - per 24 hr.) 10 43.40 21.70 21.70
Stall Fee (older animals -per day) 11 69.10 34.55 34.55
Oral Drug Administration 5 47.60 23.80 23.80
Subconjunctival injection 7 17.20 8.60 8.60

| Note: Codes3, 4,587 can nnly be c!almed once per animal and only in CDr‘IJIJI'ICth with a code 26, 27, 5!‘.'1 51, or 52

| claim.

~ X-ray (digital equipment all views taken) 2 265.80 132.90 132.90

Note: Please be judicious in taking x-rays in situations where the x-ray won’t add to the diagnosis or alter the course of |
| treatment (e.g. most cases of broken legs in calves). !

B. Flat Rate Inclusive Sl.l.l-'.gica_l.l-‘ri:;mﬂures

Vsl Maximum 50% 50%
SERVICE Code Fee VSi fee CLIENT fee
Abscesses 28 256.00 128.00 128.00
Claw Amputation 17 372.50 186.25 186.25
Epididyectomy 20 399.40 199.70 199.70
Eye Enucleation 16 558.60 279.30 279.30
LDA (Left Displaced Abomasum) 72 649.00 324.50 324.50
Omphalitis — Intra- ahdammar dehr:dement 35 388.30 194.15 194.15
| Note: For superficial pmcedures with lTIII'IlIl'lEl] debr;dement use cmde 28
RDA (Right Displaced Abomasum) Siaa 23 - 72470  362.35 362.35
Rumen Fistula 24 262.20 131.10 131.10
Sole Abscess 29 202.40 101.20 101.20
Torsion (abomasal or intestinal — calves < 200# 14 411.00 205.50 205.50
Umbilical Hernia (eviscerated in newborn calves) 18 411.00 205.50 205.50
Urethrostomy 15 325.30 162.65 162.65

Vasectomy _ 19 4359.20 219.60 215.60
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Schedule "A" 50/50 — Effective Jan 1, 2026

C Flat Rate Ohstetrical :§nd Rt-'.lprul:luctiw_! Services

| MNote: Oxytocin and/or uterine boluses are included in all obstetrical procedures.

Vsl Maximum 50% 50%
SERVICE Code Fee Vsl fee CLIENT fee
Caesarean Section 41 780.70 390.35 390.35
Dystocia 31 341.90 170.95 170.95
Embryotomy (1 or 2 cuts) 44 530.40 265.20 265.20
Embryotomy (3 or more cuts) 45 624.40 312.20 312.20
Uterlne Tursmn (manual correction) 46 335 70 192.85 192.85
| MNote: Code #1 (epidural) can be added, as appropriate, with mdca 31,44, 45,46 &. 52.
Scrotal Circurnference Measurement 65 370 18.35 1835_ :

Note: This fee only appiles for bulls eliminated from further hrccdm}, soundness evaluations.

Semen Test (Ibul) 60 146.80 73.40 73.40
Semen Test (2™ to 7% bull) 61 103.60 51.80 51.80 each

Note: There is a limit of 7 bulls per producer

Pregnancy Testing (per head) 6 7.00 3.50 3.50 each
Heifer Maturity Palpation (per head) 6hp 12.00 6.00 6.00 each

Note A higher fee can by charged for the first animal as per the AB.VMA fee schedule but VSI will only pay the VSI
rate for the first animal.

Prolapses (includes epidural given)

-Rectal 74 183.50 91.75 91.75
- Uterine 71 321.30 160.65 160.65
-Vaginal g1 238.80 119.40 119.40
-Vaginal & Rectal 24 275.70 137.85 137.85

Hourly Rates for Surgical & Professional Services

Note: Rates are quoted for 1/4 hour (15 minute) intenrats - Allcftheser\riceslnthlssec‘trnn arefullglm:iuswe |

and an hourly rate can’t be used for services for which a flat rate fee has been established.
Code 12A/12B or 13A/13B claims CAN’ T EKL‘EED 1% hours (parts A & B combined)

Vsl Maximum 50% 50%
SERVICE Code Fee Vsl fee CLIENT fee
Surgery (major) 124 142.80 71.40 71.40
MNon Surgical Professional time 128 80.40 40.20 40.20
Surgery (minor) 13A 86.40 43.20 43.20
Non Surgical Professional time 138 80.40 40.20 40.20

| Note: Only the actual surgical time should be claimed under codes 12 & 13. Time required for related services, e.g.
| examination, surgical preparation, immediate post surgical treatments, etc. should be claimed under codes 12B or 13B.

Professional Services (general) 25 80.40 40.20 40.20

| Note: This fee is used:
a)  For herd health visitations and/or problems (max. 2 units for set-up Veterinary-client-Patient Relation)
| b) In place of codes 50, 51, 52 & 55 as specified in section “E”
c) When more than two postmortems are conducted
d)  When a single animal is examined, euthanized then subjected to a postmortem
e]  Otherinstances as agreed to or recommended by the VSI Manager
Time claimed for codes 12, 13 & 25 should be consistent with time required by a veterinarian of average competence.

M. D. of Spirit River #133

Page 2
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V.5.1. SERVICES (1980) LTD
Schedule "A” 50/50 — Effective Jan 1, 2026

L. Flat Rate Non-Surgical Professional Scrvices

VSI Maximum 50% S0%
SERVICE Code fee VI fee CLIENT fee
Cast Application (closed reduction) 26 184.90 92.45 92.45
Cast Removal 27 87.00 43.50 43.50
[Ixamination 50 152.60 76.30 76.30
Examination (2™ animal) 51 91.60 45.80 45.80
Examination (re-visit) 52 91.60 45.80 45.80
Next 24 hr IV hook-up + monitor 53 91.60 45.80 45.80
IV ‘Hook - up (1" & 2™ no monitor) 55 169.70 84.85 84.85

| Note: This code includes the eumlnatmn and is for 51ruatmns where the amrnal is nut hosp]tallzed for follow-up
| care.
| Note: Services normally covered by codes 50, 51, 52 & 55 will be claimed under code 25 when more than two (2)

claims are made using any combination of codes 50, 51, 52 & 55 .
Services normally covered under code 50, in combination with flat fee(s) of equal or greater value,
automatically become ¢ode 51 - second animal

I "I.-’ Hook - up +24 huur mnmtur 56

N::-te Only for calves up to two months old. Il mcludes Ihe exam and pmfessmnal services for the ﬁrst 24 huurs
| Code 53 should be used to cover professional services in subsequent 24 hour periods.

235 4[] 118.20 118 ZD

49.20 49.20

Postmortem - Brain Removal 99 98.40

Postmortem - 300 pounds or less / telemedicine 90 152.60 76.30 76.30
Postmortem - 300 to 800 pounds 91 162.90 81.45 81.45
Pg;llnnrtcm over 800 pounds 92 24510 e BEEDD: 122.55

{ Note: For more than 2 pcstmnrtems at the same time nme make a single code 25 cialm When a single animal s

’ examined, euthanized then sub_lected toa Etmurtam make a single code 25 clalm

TomtwanitBlock - Appicafionof T 30 13200 6600 6600
| Note: Materials are inr.ludedm thls service. |

LI_.].:{.;S-‘- e e — R AP : : e

AII Snmmﬂ

"Jote W:ﬂm the exception uf the ﬁ::l]::-wmg pig services are to be hl] led by the Imur under u::des 12 13, or 25 as
:r appropriate:
VSI Maximum 0% 0%
SERVICE Code Fee V&I fee CLIENT fee
Examination 50 152.60 76.30 76.30
Examination (2™ animal) 51 91.60 45.80 45.80
Examinattnn [re -visit) 52 91.60 45.80 45.80
NDtE Codes 3, 4 & 5 can he cialm&d with codes 50, 51 & 52, as app]‘ﬂpl’lﬂtﬂ
Postmortem - 20 pounds or less / telemedicine T o3 7105.30 " 52.65 52,65
Postmortem - 20 to 100 pounds 94 111.40 55.70 55.70
Poshnurtcm over 100 pounds ) 95 141.50 7075 70.75 -
'Nnte For more than 2 pmtmnrtems at the same time make a smgle code 25 cEaim. |

M. D. of Spirit River #133 Page 3



M.D. of Spirit River #133 V.5.1. SERVICES (1980) LTD
Schedule “A” 50/50 — Effective lan 1, 2026
SHEEP & GOATS

All Services

Note: Most sheep and goat services can be billed by the hour under codes 12, 13, or 25, as appropriate, with the

| exception of the specific flat rate codes in this section:

All of the sheep codes are inclusive with the exception of codes 33, 50, 51 & 52 where the same conditions apply

as for cattle.
|

Oxytocin and/or uterine boluses are included in all obstetrical procedures.

A | Maximum 50%
SERVICFE, Code Fee VSI fee
Caesarean 43 478,10 239.05
Dystocia 33 212.70 106.35
Examination 50 152.60 76.30
Examination (2™ animal) 51 91.60 45.80
Examination (re-visit) 52 91.60 45.80

I Note: Codes 3, 4 & 5 can be claimed with codes 26, 27, 50, 51 & 52, as appropriate.

Semen Test (1" animal) - 66 127.80 6390
Semen Test (subscquent animals) 67 96.90 48.45
Postmortem - 20 pounds or less / telemedicine 96 105.30 52.65
Postmortem - 20 to 100 pounds 97 112.50 56.25
Postmortem - over 100 pounds g3 137.30 68.65
| Note: For more than 2 postmortems at the same time make a single code 25 claim.
Prolapse - Rectal 76 150.50 75.25
Prolapse - Uterine 73 220.20 110.10
Prolapse - Vaginal 83 150.50 75.25
Prolapse - Vaginal & Rectal ([NEW) 85 195.80 97.90
BEES
Establishment of VCPR only (2 units max allowed)

VSl Maximum 50%
SERVICE (per unit of 15 minutes) Code Fee Vsl fee
Establishment of VCPR 25 20.40 40.20

M. D. of Spirit River #133
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50%
CLIENT fee
239.05
106.35

76.30

45.80

45.80

63.90
48.45
52.65
56.25

68.65

7525

110.10
75.25
97.90

50%
CLIENT fee
40.20

Page 4
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V.S.I. SERVICES (1980) LTD.
SCHEDULE “B”
Anncxed to and forming a part of the agreement daled effective January 1, 2026

Following are some of the services not payable by V.S.1. Services (1980) Ltd
a) castrations
b) dchorning
¢) dockings
d) spaying heifers
e) embryo transplants, artificial insemination
f) routine trimming of feet
g) meat inspection
h) scrotal hernias - all species
i) umbilical hernias - all species
Note:  With the exception of eviscerated hernias in newborn calves
j) cryptorchid surgery- all species
k) insurance examinations (including mortality, loss of use exams & reports)
1) listed herd and dispersal sales
m)shows & sales
n) endorsement fees
0) export testing
) parentage sampling
q) routine vaccinations
r) all drugs and medicines
s) all laboratory fees
) waiting time
u) after hours, cmergency, or holiday fees
v) milcage
w) services relating to quality assurance programs such as CQA & QSIL
x) internal fracture fixation procedures
y) hospitalization for any service not listed in Schedule “A”
z) Secrvices under codes 12A/B & 13A/B over & above 1% hours
aa) Exams [or non-conventional treatments and those treatments. (Examples:
adjusiments, acupuncturc cte.)
ab) VCPR consultations for a period longer than 2 units of code #25 (on farm
only)
ac) Blood transfusions (collection portion)

All “Schedule A” services for species not specifically identified on “Schedule A”

Note: All jurisdictions cover “Schedule A™ services for the bovine, porcine,
caprine and ovine species. Some jurisdictions cover some, or all,
“Schedule A™ services for alternative livestock species (e.g. elk, bison,
deer, etc.). The specific species and services covered will be identified on
the “Schedule A™ that was approved by that particular jurisdiction.

Any other veterinary services not specifically listed in Schedule “A” as amended
from time to time.
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MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF SPIRIT RIVER NO. 133

REVISED BYLAW NO. 01-AM-2026

(REVISION TO BYLAW NO. 02-AM-2025)

BEING A BYLAW OF THE MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF SPIRIT RIVER NO. 133, IN THE PROVINCE
OF ALBERTA, FOR THE PURPOSE CLOSING TO PUBLIC TRAVEL AND DISPOSING OF PORTIONS
OF A ROAD ALLOWANCE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 22 OF THE MUNICIPAL
GOVERNMENT ACT, CHAPTER M-26.1, REVISED STATUTES OF ALBERTA 2000, AS AMENDED.

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS

NOW THEREFORE
BE IT RESOLVED

the lands hereafter described are no longer required for public travel; and

application has been made to Council to have portions of an undeveloped
road allowances closed; and

the Council of the Municipal District of Spirit River No. 133 deems it
expedient to provide for a bylaw for the purpose of closing to public travel
portions of an undeveloped road allowance, situated in the said
municipality, and thereafter disposing of same; and

notice of intention of Council to pass a bylaw has been given in
accordance with Section 606 of the Municipal Government Act, R.5.A.
2000, c.M-26, as amended: and

Council was not petitioned for an opportunity to be heard by any person
claiming to be prejudicially affected by the bylaw;

that the Council of the Municipal District of Spirit River No. 133, in the
Province of Alberta, does hereby close to public travel for the purpose of
disposing of the following described portions of a road allowance, subject
to rights of access granted by other legislation:

ALL THAT PORTION OF THE ORIGINAL ROAD ALLOWANCE AS SHOWN
ON A PLAN OF SPIRIT RIVER SETTLEMENT SIGNED AT OTTAWA ON THE
215T DAY OF DECEMBER A. D. 1908 CROSSING LOT 4 AND WHICH LIES
EAST OF THE PRODUCTION SOUTHERLY OF THE EAST BOUNDARY OF
ROAD PLAN 4018BM

MD of Spirit River Revised Road Bylaw No. 02-AM-2025 Page1of3
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AlL THAT PORTION OF THE ORIGENAL ROAD ALLOWANMNCE AS SHOWN
ON A PLAN OF 5PIRIT RIVER SETTLEMENT 51GNED AT OTTAWA ON THE
2i5T DAY OF DECEMBER A.D. 1908 WHiCH CROSSES LOT 5 AND WHICH
LIES EAST OF THE SOUTHERLY PROBUCTION OF THE EAST BOLUNDARY
OF INTERVENING CLOSED GOVERNMENT ROAD ALEOWANCE HAVING A
BEARING OF 179 DEGREES AND 58 MINUTES ON SAID SETTLEMENT
PLAN

AND

EXCEPTING THERECUT ALL MINES AND MINERALS

as shown on Schedule “A”, attached heretc and forming part of this

Bylaw,
First Reading given this day of , 2026,
Tony Van Rootselaar, Reeve Shirley Hayden, Chief Administrative Officer
Second Reading given this day of , 20
Third Reading and Assent given this day of , 20
Tony Van Rootselaar, Regve Shirley Hayden, Chief Administrative Officer

MO of Spirit River Bylaw Ne. 02-AM-2025 Page 2 0f 3
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Revised Bylaw No. 01-AM-2026

Road Allowance Proposed to be Closed

]

Wast

Foad Flan 4018 B

Road Plan

Road Plan 2998 ET

1056 KS

A}

Lot3

W

Block 1
Plan 172 2684

Lat 1
Block 1
Plan 172 2694

of Lot 4
Spirit River
Settlement

C.ofT.

West 1/2 of Lot 4
C.of .

I

1/2 Lot 1

Plan 242 1757

Lot 1
Block 1
Plan 242 1757

SPIRIT RIVER SETTLEMENT

Block 1 ;

C.of T. 242 048 840
Closed Seiflemant
Road Allowance

LotS
Spirit River
Settlement

Lot 48

A

—

_ Road Plan 584 BM |

Lot 48

Road Allowance Proposed to be Closed

MOD of Spirit River Bylaw No. 02-AM-2025

Page 30f3
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sl  Municipal District of Spirit River No. 133

i,,f SPIRIT RIVER |

||||"| Box 389 Spirit River, Alberta TOH 3G0  Telephone (780) 864-3500
e E-mail: mdsr133@mdspiritriver.ab.ca

January 16, 2026

TO: CN Rail - Public Affairs, Western Canada
ATTN: Julianne Threlfall
julianne_threlfall@cn.ca

CC: Minister of Transportation and Economic Corridors
ATTN: The Honorable Devin Dreeshen
transportation.minister@gov.ab.ca

RE: Maintenance Concerns: Vegetation Management, Sightline Safety, Fire Risk,
and General Maintenance on Rail Lines within the MD of Spirit River No. 133

Dear Ms. Threlfall and Honourable Minister Dreeshen,

The Council of the MD of Spirit River No. 133 wishes to express concern for the
conditions of the rail line that crosses MD of Spirit River No. 133 land, and also formally
address the ongoing maintenance of the rail line corridors crossing our municipality.
While we recognize the importance of rail infrastructure to our regional economy, there
are critical deficiencies in the current brushing, spraying and vegetation management,
and general maintenance programs, that we hope will receive your immediate attention.

1. Sightline Safety at Crossings

The density of brush and tall vegetation at uncontrolled crossings within the MD has
reached a level that impacts sight lines and compromises public safety. In an area
where heavy agricultural machinery and school buses frequently traverse rail lines,
clear sightlines are non-negotiable. We request a comprehensive brushing schedule to
clear the "sight triangles" at all grade crossings to ensure our residents can safely
identify oncoming rail traffic.

2. Weed Control and Legislative Compliance

Under the Alberta Weed Control Act, all landowners—including railway operators—are
responsible for controlling Noxious weeds and destroying Prohibited Noxious weeds.
We have observed significant infestation and growth of Canada thistle, scentless
chamomile, and Kochia, along the CN right-of-way. Left untreated, these areas act as
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seed reservoirs that infest adjacent high-value farmland, creating an undue economic
burden on our local producers.

3. Integrated Vegetation Management (Spraying)

While we advocate for effective weed control, we also require transparency regarding
the timing and chemical composition of spraying operations. It is vital that CN Rail
coordinates with the MD’s Agricultural Service Board (ASB) to ensure that spraying
does not conflict with local organic farming operations or sensitive environmental zones.

4. General Corridor Maintenance

Accumulated debris and lack of drainage maintenance along the rail bed have resulted
in localized water ponding, which impacts the integrity of municipal road approaches. A
proactive maintenance plan is necessary to prevent infrastructure degradation. Further,
the failure to clear brush and tall grasses along the rail line creates a significant "wick
effect" that elevates regional fire risks. During dry spells, overgrown deciduous saplings
and cured grasses serve as fine fuels that can be easily ignited. Because this corridor
often traverses agricultural land and sits adjacent to wind-exposed plateaus, a small
embankment fire can rapidly transition into a fast-moving grass fire or a high-intensity
brush fire. Without a cleared fuel break (the area typically maintained through brushing
and mowing), the accumulated biomass acts as a bridge, allowing flames to jump from
the right-of-way into neighboring timber stands or ripening crops, challenging the
suppression efforts of local volunteer fire departments.

Requested Actions:
« A Detailed Maintenance Schedule: We request a written timeline for brushing
and spraying activities within the MD of Spirit River for the upcoming season.
« A Liaison Meeting: We invite a representative from CN Rail and the Ministry to
meet with our Council to discuss a collaborative long-term maintenance strategy.
The MD of Spirit River No. 133 prides itself on its agricultural heritage and the safety of
its infrastructure. We look forward to your prompt response and a renewed commitment
to maintaining the rail corridors to an acceptable provincial and municipal standard.

Sincerely, -

Tony Van Rootselaar

Reeve, MD of Spirit River No. 133

TV
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___J"TNEEMM The Municipal District of Spirit River No.133
W SPIRIT RIVER

" Box 389, 4202-50" Street, Spirit River, Alberta TOH 3G0
) E-mail: mdsr133@mdspiritriver.ab.ca

{
bl
m IIIII“ d  Telephone (780) 864-3500
'

790 §43-3500

January 29", 2026

Town of Spirit River Attention: Mayor and Council

Subject: Invitation to Intermunicipal Development Supper Meeting - March 2,
2026

Dear Mayor and Council,

On behalf of the Municipal District of Spirit River Council, | am writing to extend an
invitation to your Council to join us for a supper meeting to discuss matters related
to intermunicipal development.

The meeting is proposed for March 2, 2026, at 5:00 p.m., to be held at the
Brownlee Building. We believe this gathering will provide a valuable opportunity for
our municipalities to collaborate, share perspectives, and explore opportunities for
continued partnership.

Please let us know if your Council is able to attend, as well as the number of
representatives who will be joining us.

Council is eager to engage in meaningful conversation and explore opportunities for
continued partnership.

Sincerely,

Shirley Hayden

CAQO, Municipal District of Spirit River N0.133
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SUANNLY 5 (Jan.29[7p)
Municipal District of Spirit River No. 133

d Box 389 Spirit River, Alberta TOH 3G0  Telephone (780) 864-3500
E-mail: mdsr133@mdspiritriver.ab.ca

January 28, 2026

Mayor and Council of Town of Spirit River
4502 — 50" Street
Spirit River, AB  TOH 3G0

Dear Mayor and Council,

On behalf of the Council of MD of Spirit River No. 133, this letter confirms our support
for the Town of Spirit River's airport runway repair and repaving project.

The Spirit River Airport is an essential regional asset that supports emergency services,
economic activity, and transportation connectivity for our municipality and the
surrounding region. As a G5 municipal partner, we recognize the importance of
maintaining and upgrading this infrastructure to ensure its continued safe and effective
operation.

Recognizing the regional importance of this initiative, the MD of Spirit River No. 133
confirms our intent to support this project and acknowledges its significance to the
broader region. Subject to future Council approval and funding availability, our
municipality is prepared to consider a financial contribution toward the project, in
addition to ongoing regional collaboration.

We value our partnership with the Town of Spirit River and are pleased to provide this
letter in support of your funding application. We trust it will assist in advancing this
important regional infrastructure initiative.

Sincerely,

'_’/)//47 =7

Tony Van Rootselaar
Reeve, MD of Spirit River No. 133
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January 29', 2026

Town of Spirit River
Box 130
Spirit River, AB TOH 3G0

Attention: Mayor and Council

Sent via email: sjack@townofspiritriver.ca

Re: project and grant applications

Good day, Mayor and Council,

Council had a discussion related to your request for a letter of support regarding a submitted STIP
application for alrport improvements. Please note Council did send a letter of support however there was
no commitment for a funding contribution. We truly appreciate the work your Council and administration
have done to maintain your facility; however, we would like to suggest once again that there may be value
in re-establishing the Ad-Hoc committee that was created approximately two years ago at your Council's
suggestion — but never met. Birch Hills County did not appoint any members at our recent organizational
meeting for this reason.

Birch Hills County has always stated that if the airport is to become a regional governance model, all
member municipalities need to be at the table early in planning discussions and decisions; especially if
there is an expectation for reglonal municipal contributions to determine what is practical and needed to
support a small rural airport with no scheduled flights.

Council has been adamant that prior to discussing any funding or expansion options, a detailed review of
operational budgets, multi-year capital budgets and planning studies need to be shared and discussed to

ensure those who use the airport pay their fair share.

As part of this discussion, as mentioned previously at a G5 meeting, we believe the municipalities should
entertain the concept of a helipad at the hospital to expedite patient care and mitigate the need for
conveyance of a patient and medical teams to and from the airport; especially as ambulances are in high
demand. In our discussions with STARS, they have been supportive of the concept.

Birch Hills County  Box 157, Wanham, Alberta TOH 3P0 Telephone: (780) 694-3793  Fax: (780) 694-3788
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Birch Hills County has similar financial constraints as many municipalities; however, we try to work within
our means, and at times make tough decisions to prioritize work for greater benefit of our community.

We would ask that any G5 municipality who is working on a significant plan, study or funding application
that mag} require financial suppdrt for the municipalities that we are given information and an uppurtunfw
for a discussion that may enhance a specific project. Such an approach would help us as we consider
multi-year budgets. A case in point was the recent report on regional recreation that is trying to make a
case for financial support for Spirit River facilities. Council will review this report at the next Council
meeting and offer some initial comment.

In conclusion, Birch Hills County recognizes that not all projects will be supported regionally. We believe
developing such a model would improve municipal relations and prepare all Councils for potential future
funding considerations as they work through their own budgets and priorities. We also recognize that
each Council may not wish to take such an approach. It is the goal of Birch Hills County to collaborate with
our neighbours, when possible, for the betterment of residents in a prudent, fiscally responsible manner
that affords partners the opportunity to be consulted in a meaningful way.

On Behalf of Council.

Albert Poetker
Reeve
Birch Hills County

Cc. Saddle Hills County Council
MD Spirit River Council
Village of Rycroft

Blrch Hills County  Box 157, Wanham, Alberta TOH 3P0 Telephone: (780) 694-3793  Fax: (780) 694-3788



The Municipal District of Spirit River No.133

Box 389, 4202-50™ Street, Spirit River, Alberta TOH 3G0
E-mail: mdsr133@mdspiritriver.ab.ca
Telephone (780) 864-3500

The Honourable Todd Loewen, MLA

Central Peace-Notley

Box 9, 10410 - 110 Street

Fairview, AB TOH 1L0

Email: CentralPeace.Notley@assembly.ab.ca

RE: Concerns Regarding the Renewed Police Funding Model (PFM) and
Municinal S inabili

Dear Minister Loewen,

On behalf of the Council and residents of the Municipal District of Spirit River No.
133, | am writing to express our serious concerns following the recent
announcement by the Ministry of Public Safety and Emergency Services regarding
the Renewed Police Funding Model set to take effect April 1, 2026.

While we appreciate the government’s stated goal of making policing costs
predictable and transparent, our concerns center on four critical areas:

The 8% Annual Cost Escalator: The Ministry’s projection of an 8% annual
increase in policing costs is double or triple the rate of our municipal
revenue growth. Forcing municipalities to absorb this compounded increase
will inevitably lead to property tax hikes or the degradation of other essential
services like road maintenance and recreation.

Transparency for Ratepayers (Requisition Status): Currently,
municipalities are forced to bury these provincial policing costs within our
general municipal tax rate. This creates a lack of transparency, as ratepayers
often mistakenly attribute these tax increases to municipal overspending.
We strongly advocate for an amendment to the Municipal Government Act to
designate the Police Funding Model levy as a formal Requisition (similar to
the Education Tax or Seniors Housing). This would allow us to list the cost as
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a separate line item on the tax roll, ensuring taxpayers clearly understand
which portion of their bill is funding provincial policing.

» Cost Without Control: Under the "Renewed" model, our community is being
asked to pay a higher share of the total provincial policing bill (moving back
toward 30%), yet we have seen no corresponding increase in local
detachment staffing or provincial guarantees regarding minimum service
levels.

» The Burden of Vacancies: Rural municipalities continue to pay for positions
that remain unfilled due to RCMP recruitment challenges. We believe itis
fundamentally unfair for our residents to fund paper vacancies while rural
crime remains a top concern for our residents.

Minister, as a strong voice for rural Alberta, we ask for your support in advocating for
three key changes:

1. A'"sustainability cap” on annual costincreases.

2. A"pay-for-service" model where municipalities only pay for the officers
actually present in our detachments.

3. Legislative changes to classify the PFM as a Requisition, allowing for full
transparency on municipal tax notices.

We would welcome the opportunity to meet with you to discuss how these changes
will specifically impact the Municipal District of Spirit River No. 133 2026 budget
and the long-term viability of our community.

Sincerely,

Loy Yy Rooliians

Tooy it Footuslaw L 1

Tony Van Rootselaar. Reeve, Municipal District of Spirit River No. 133

Vish

ce:  Minister Mike Ellis, Public Safety and Emergency Services

Rural Municipalities of Alberta (RMA)
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INFORMATION and CORRESPONDENCE: RM 03-26
Email: Alberta Traffic Safety Fund - Potential Collaboration

Response from CAO Kevin Keller , Village of Rycroft - RE
Potential collaboration regarding the Alberta Traffic Safety
Fund.

From: CAO <cao@rycroft.ca=

Sent: December 19, 2025 2:12 PM

To: Shirley Hayden <shayden@mdspiritriver.ab.ca>»

Subject: RE: Potential collaboration regarding the Alberta Traffic Safety Fund.

Shirley:
We would be interested in looking at this cpportunity further,
Unfortunately, we are essentially closed for the next 2 weeks and will not

have a Council meeting until Jan 7=,
As this opportunity was not accounted for In our approved budget from early

December, | will need Council approval to move forward.

So, Rycroft is a maybe.

All the best - Happy holldays
Kevin Keller

Response from CAO Larry Davidson, Birch Hills County - RE
Potential collaboration regarding the Alberta Traffic Safety

Fund.

| apologize Larry our meeting was last night and we were not made
aware of funding until Tuesday afternoon
Chat Soon

From: Larry Davidson <cao@birchhillscounty.comi>

Sent: December 18, 2025 3:43 PM

To: Shirley Hayden <shayden@mdspiritriver.ab.ca>

Subject: RE: Potential collaboration regarding the Alberta Traffic Safety Fund.

Hi Shirley,

This is really short notice. | am not sure | can brief council and get a
response prior to Jan 5 as our next council meeting is Jan. 13,

Larry Davideon CLGH

Chief Administrative Officer

Brfch Hills

e Doty

COUNCILACOUNCIL 2026MGENDAS FOFEMGENDA RM D3-75
INFORMATON and CORRESPONDENCE AGENDA ITEM
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Mnnt! Bremont

From: Alberta Traffic Safety Fund <tec.atsf@gov.ab.ca>

Sent: January 13, 2026 11:13 AM

To: Monty Bremont

Subject: RE: Alberta Traffic Safety Fund — Municipal District of Spirit River No. 133
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Good afternoon Monty,

Thank you for submitting your four applications for the ATSF. We had a quick look and wanted to provide some
initial feedback.

We acknowledge that finding similar sites can be challenging for a small municipality. Therefore, venturing slightly
outside your boundaries to find similar sites would be acceptable in this case.

We noticed on all four of your applications, the Radar Speed Indicator Signs you are proposing are located on
provincial highway Right of Ways. If this were to happen, the signage would become provincial assets and the
ownership and responsibility of managing the asset would fall on the province. Typically, if there are safety
concerns on a provincially owned and operated highway, the normal procedure would be for the municipality to
contact their local Transportation and Economic Corridors (TEC) Regional Office to express their concerns to have
them addressed. ATSF program funding is primarily meant for roads and/or intersections that fall under the
municipality’s direction, control and management. Since your proposed projects fall on provinecial highway Right
of Ways, we reached out to your Peace Regional Office and they are aware and would be supportive of your
proposed projects,

As per the ATSF Guidelines, applications submitted under Stream 1 must include a completed certified
engineering or design study, or equivalent documentation, that clearly demonstrates compliance with the
outlined requirements and substantiates the need for traffic-calming measures or enhanced signage. This
documentation does not appear to have been included with your applications. Under normal circumstances, we
would request either the required engineering/design documentation or formal approval from TEC as a substitute.

However, since our depariment has already reached out to the TEC Peace Regional Office and they are aware and
supportive of your proposed projects, we won't require anything further at this point. Your applications will move
onto the evaluation stage where the ATSF Evaluation Committee will evaluate all the received applications based
on merit and subject to available funding.

Please let us know if you have any further questions.
Thanks,

Alberta Traffic Safety Fund Team

Ministry of Transportation and Economic Corridors
Email: tec.atsfi@gov.ab.ca

AMperton
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Date: February 1, 2026

saddle Hills County

79177 Range Road 84

RR #1

Spirit River, Alberta TOH 3G0

ATTENTION: Saddle Hills County Reeve and Council

Subject: Regarding Independent Funding Request Follow-Up

Dear Reeve and members of Council,

Thank you for your correspondence regarding the Municipal District of Spirit River
funding request. We appreciate the County’s diligent review and understand your
preference to evaluate this request independently of the current Intermunicipal
Collaboration Framework (ICF) renewal process.

Council appreciates the County’s thoughtful consideration of this matter. While we
initially viewed the ICF as a natural vehicle for this discussion, we respect the
County’s desire for a standalone evaluation to ensure alignment with your specific
strategic priorities.

To that end, Council welcomes the opportunity for a discussion to further explore
this request and looks forward to finding a mutually beneficial path forward. We
look forward to engaging with your Administration to determine potential dates that
would accommodate both Councils.

Sincerely,
Tony Van Rootselaar, Reeve

The Municipal District of Spirit River No.133

sk
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INFORMATION and CORRESPONDENCE: RM 03-26
Email: Follow up to CAO Keller, re Daycare Steering Committee

To: Rycroft CAO <cao@rycroft.ca>
Cc: Tony Van Rootselaar <tvanrootselaar@mdspiritriver.ab.ca>

Subject: Daycare Steering Committee

Hi Kevin,

Just wanted to reach out to see if your council had a chance to review the attached
letter and if there was any feedback.

Thank you and have a great weekend

Shirley

Good afternoon everyone,

Please see the attached letter from the Council of the MD of Spirit River No.133
in response to the Town of Spirit River Proposal for a G5 Daycare Commiittee.

Thank you,

Shirley Hayden

CAO, The Municipal District of Spirit River No.133

COUNCHACOUNCY F02588GENDAS F078AGENDA RM 03-28
INFORMATION and CORRESFONDENCE AGENDA ITEM
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Rycroft Agricultural Society ﬂ{’é’
PO Box 478 A
Rycroft, AB TOH 3A0 7)
dean croftag.com ‘

ATTENTION: President and Board, Rycroft Agricultural Society

RE: Appointment of Municipal District of Spirit River Council Member to Rycroft
Agricultural Society

Greetings, President Wark and Rycroft Agricultural Society Members;

On behalf of the Council of the MD of Spirit River, we are pleased to share with you our
recent Council decision to select Reeve Tony Van Rootselaar as the Council
representative to your organization, by Motion #045.01.28.26. We commend the quality
of your organization's work. We are excited to be part of the Rycroft Agricultural Society
and look forward to our role as a non-voting member of the Rycroft Ag Society.

We would be grateful if you would kindly include Reeve Van Rootselaar in any relevant
upcoming communication, and if you could advise MD of Spirit River Administration of
any upcoming meetings and commitments, we can ensure that those are added to
Reeve Van Rootselaar’s calendar.

Thank you!
Kind regards,

i

MD of Spirit River No. 133
Af



6/

Re: Application FA25008 - Determined Complete
Hutterian Brethren of Timberline

ANE 36-76-5 WeM

Flease be advised that the above noted application has bean reviewead by the NRCB and was
getermined to be compioeta today. The application is to canstruct g layver barn with sitached
mantte shed, puliet barn, and 2 broiter barns with manure pads. The application also proposes to
permit 60,000 chickan layers {plus associated pullets) and 80,000 chicken Broiters.

Birch Hills County and MD of Spirit River is {ocated within the 1.0 mile notification distance of this
application and is considerad to be a directly affected party. As a directly affected party, you afe
entitiad to provide evidence and written submissions retevant to the application.

Please provide our office with yvour wrilten commaents, including any concerns, by Februany 25,
2026. Atime axtansion, if required, may be requested including reasons by contacting me.

In your written comments, pleass address the following specific berms relating to land use planning:

= Are there any intermunicipal development planfs) that may apply to this application {what
are the dates of the most current version of those documents)?

* Whatis the land zoning of lands within 1.0 mie of the proposed site, under your Land Use
Bylaw?
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Matural Resources
Conservation Board

<

Part 1 — General Information & Disclosure NRCB

Application under the Agricultural Operation Practices Act (AOPA) for a confined feeding operation (CFO), manure collection area, or
manure storage facility permit

\pplication Number

CONTACT INFORMATION

Applicant information

" Baul W lters Watterion Boethen o Timberhhe

Address

cueero. i
" AR S

Agent consent (if applicable)

I, , hereby glve consent for
(name of applicant) {name of agent and company)

to act on my behalf or as my agent for this application.

Signed this day of . 20

Signature of Applicant

LOCATION OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
Legal land description(s)

(Qtr-Sec-Twp-Rg-W Mer)

N-E Sec 36 TL;/G); Fg‘ff/e’f"f b1h
Municipality Saddle /7/3//,5 Coonty

Regletirad lanidownen(s) Is the applicant the registered landowner? 4
es [ No {If no, please attach letter of consent, ensure that it is signed by all
landowners)

Does this legal land description have an existing permit or permits for CFO facilities? [ Yes [1-MNo

Last Updated 02 Mar 2022 Page 1 of 3



Part 1 — General Information & Disclosure NRCB| 8ohe Ksaoeara

Describe what is being proposed, including changes to facilities, changes to animal numbers, or changes
to types of livestock, e.g., beef, dairy, hog, poultry, etc.

i

Livestock Numbers: (include all permitted and proposed livestock). Note: If total livestock numbers Increase In your Part 2
application, a new Part 1 application must be submitted which may result In a loss of priority for minimum distance separation (MDS}).

Livastock category and type Proposed Increasa or

Permitted livestock

(Avallable in the Schedule 2 of the Part 2 Matters s vt decrease In numbar Total
Regulation) (if applicable)
ﬁ.g..la ery (F‘]uj anoc &d fak’_.d;) O 50,000 6 0000
bralers O anck} 6o 06l

APPLICATION DISCLOSURE

I, the applicant, or agent of the applicant, am responsible for confirming that this proposed development can meet the munidpality’s
land use planning requirements (Municipal Development Plan, Intermunicipal Development Plan, etc.) and municipal setback
requirements, and Is not located In a right of way.

1 acknowledge that this information is collected under the authority of the Agricultural Operation Practices Act, |s subject to the provisions
of the Freedomn of Informatfon and Pratection of Privacy Act, and shall be deemed public unless the NRCB grants a written request that
certain sections remain private.

From the date Part 1 Is accepted by the NRCB, I, the applicant, or agent of the applicant, have six months to complete and submit
Part 2 of this application, together with any supporting documentation | need to complete the application, unless an extenslon Is
granted. I, the applicant, acknowledge that failure to mesat the six-month timeframe may result In denial of the application by the
NRCB.

I, the applicant, or agent of the applicant, acknowledge that any construction prior to obtaining
the required AOPA permit Is an offence and subject to enforcement action, Including prosecution.

1, the applicant, or agent of the applicant, have read and understand the statements hereln and acknowledge that the Information
provided in this application Is true to the best of my knowledge,

Ocet 2nd 2025

Date of signing Signature

H-B of Timbkerline [l tbyltevs

Corporate name (if applicable) Print name

Last Updated 02 Mar 2022 Page Zof 3
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Part 2 - Technical Requirements NRCEB f B Al ton Bt

Applcation under the Agrcaiturel Goerobon Prodices Adt for @ confined leeding operation, manure collectlon area, sadfor mande stevape ReHogdhes)

APPLICATION DISCLOSURE

This information is collected ungder the athorfty of the Agricufiural Operation Fractives Act fAQPAJ, and Is sublect to the
pravisions of the Freedom of Informalion and Protection af Frivacy Aci. This information {5 public unless the NRCH grants a
wrilten request that certaln sections remals private.

I, the applicant, or applicants agent, have read and understand the statements above, and ! adenowbedoan that the information
pravided in this apphication 15 trihe to the bast of my knowledyge.

Data af signing Skgnature

Frele e

§oErs

Carperate rame {Eapplicihia) Print name

GENERAL INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS
Propored fecHtles: list alt praposed confined femding operatinn facilittey and their dimenstons. Indicate whelher any of the
proposed facllities are additons to axisting faclitias, {attach additianal pages IF peaded)

Dirnansions {m)
[(kength, width, and dwpth}

Loag, P With Wanure shed | s0041 x 708+
‘ﬁ{//c"}t Q::?V‘;q Sooft x soft
/an»‘flgr Barn Ldith tanuve Bl |24s0cft X 7081 °f
€50 ﬂrn&hg, /5;,*!—1‘1
oro Her N‘"“Y/ ‘ua.[kwn_}f

Existing fecllfthes: st AEL extsting confined feeding operatlon facHitios and thnf;llﬁimmslulug

Propoend facliitine

Exizting fachltbes Glmonslons (m)
{langth, width, snd deph)

Lasx cpdated Soptember 11, 2023

Application Page 1 of 11



Part 2 — Technical Requirements

Application Unde) the Agrzuiiurel Gperatlon Proctices Ace for a eonflazd feeding cpeeation, manuwra colloctbon area, aadfor manene storage factlity[les)

I & naw TCEity is replacing an old faciilly, please explain what wilt happen to the old facility aiad when. _

71

Molural Resoureer
Ciongarvatlon Board

P~ S
NRCB|

Ll A

AddIienad Information

Constriction completion date for proposed Facilities (D Ef:c-‘r- Qﬁ ;2 %j

Llvestock numbers: Compiobe pady IF Ivestock numbers are different frem what was entifled |n the Part | application. Note: if
livestotk rumbers inareass in your Part 2 application, a new Part I application miist be submitied which may rasult In g loss of

priority for minimum distance separation (MBS,

Livestock category and type
{Avaitable in the Schedule 2 of the Part 2 Makters
Regulatton)

Permitted rrumbar

Proposed [ncraase or
dacreasa la number
{iF applHcabla)

Total

Lozt wpdated September 11, 2023

Anplicalion Pege 2 of 11
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Part 2 — Technical Requirements NROCB| Natuee! Resorees

Conyervalion Board
Appiicalion under the Agriciioeal Ceeration Fractices Act for 2 conflned feeding operatien, manuro colfectfon ared, acdfor minire stoisge fadlindhes}

DECLARATION AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF APPLICANT CONCERNENG WATER ACY LICENCE
issied by Alberta Environment and Protected Areas (EPA) for a confined feeding operation {CFO)
Date g SlgR DR aian ﬁ‘ﬁ’}m‘s"'{_"ﬁ

[

1. I {we) acknowledge that the CFQ will need a new water licence from EPA under the Water Act for the
development or activity proposed in this AQPA application.

2. I {we) request that the NRCB process the ADPA application independently of EPA’s processing of the
CFO's application for a water licence,

3. In making this request, I {we) recognize that, If this AQPA application is granted by the NRCB, the
NRCB's decislon will not be considered by EPA as improving ar enhancing the CFO's gligibility for a
water licence under the Water Act,

4. I {we} acknowiedge that any construction ar actions to populate the CFO with Hvestock pursuant to an
ADPA permit in the absence of a Walkar Act licence will not be relevant to £EPA% consideration of
whether to grant the Walker Act llcence applcation.

5. I {we) acknowledge that any such construction ar livestock populating will be at the CFQ's sofe risk if
the Water Act licence application |s denled or i the operation of the CFD is otherwlse deemed to be in
vigtation of the Water Act. This risk includes being required to depopulate the CFQ andfor to cease
further construction, or to remove "weorks”™ or "undertakings” (as defined In the Waler Act).

6. AS RELEVANT: | (we) acknowledge that the CFO is incated in the South Saskatchewan River Basin
ang that, pursuant to the Bow, Oldman and South Saskatchewan River Basin Water Allocation Order
{Alta. Reg. 171720071, this basin is currently closed to new surface water aliocations,

7. Provide: Waker licence application number(s)

Signed this day of . a0

Signalure of Applicant or Agent

= tlonal w i ire

1. [ {we) declare that the CFC wifl not need a new licence from EPA under the Water Act for the
development or activity proposed In this AQPA apptication. ' 6
2. Prowvide: Water Feense number{s) or water conveyance agreement detalls _B '9 “Tﬂ:‘) oL Hi I -

Signed this_ < day of OcTobers 202 5

Lust ppdated Septembee 13, 2023

Applicetion Page 3 of 11
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Part 2 — Technical Requirements NRCB| Mot kesovgeor

Congeryalien Doard
Application undul the Apricueifetral Opevation Progtices Act 1or & confned feeding operatlon, manore ooHeetion area, andfor maniees Sorage Tzcitylles)

L. At this time, I {we} do not know whether a new water llcence 1s needed fram EPA under the Water Act
for the development or activily propased in this ACPA application,

2. if a new Water Act licence is needed, T {we} reguest that the NRCB process the AOPA application
indfependently of EPA’s processing of the CFQ's application for a water ficence.
3. In making this request, I {we} recognize that, If this AOPA application s granted by the NRCH, the

NRCH's decision will not be considered by EPA as improving or enhancing the CFD's eligibdity for &
water licence under the Water Act,

4, 1 (we) acknowledge that any constraction or actions to populate the CFQ with additional Ivestock
pursuant to an ADPA permit in the absence of a Water Act licence will got be relevant to EPA's
consideratisn of whether to grant my Water Act licence application, if a new water licence Is naeded,

5. I {we) acknowladye that any such canstruction or fivestock increase will be at the CFO'%s sole risk if the
Waler Act lcence application s denied or If the operation of the CFD is ctherwise deemed ¢ be In
violation of the Water Act. This risk includes being required to depopidate the CFG andfor to cease
further construction, or to remove “works” or "endertakings” (a5 defined in the Water Act).

5. AS RELEVANT: I {we) acknowledgs that the CFO Is located in the South Saskatchewan River Basin
and that, pursuant to the Bow, Ofdman and South Saskatchewan River Basin Water Alfocation Order
[Alta, Reg. 171720073, this hasin s currently closed to new surface water allocations.

7. Provide: Water license number{s} or water conveyance agreament detalis

Sighed this day of , 20

Signature of Applicant ar Agent

Edil wpelated Seprtember 11, 2023

Application Pege £ of 11



Application Page 5 of 11







Part 2 — Technical Requirements NRCEB | Novuat Resoucces

(Conservation Eoard
Application under the Agricuftura! Operation Proviives Act for a tanfined faeding operstion, manus callection ares, amdfor renure sormge Mindles)

GENERAL ENVIR%HHENTIAL INFORMATION

{zn aiacl ot m«mm@m ‘wehich is the Closestto water Sodiés o witer wells ahd for aachi, Bropse facites,
Facility description J name (3o indicshed orrsis el ol ek kol o the. !

Extsting: Proposed 1: Lay-er éa Ve s
- L) A 1
Proposed 2: P i Pullet Proposed 3: Brode=  Bry; fer
Faed] fties =
Facllity and environmental risk
infarmation Existing Praposed 1 | Proposed 2 | Praposed 3
N What is the elevation of the floor of '
&3 the iowest manure storage or BT s1m | B‘/H m El‘/n M E’I{ im
o E collaction Faclity above the 1:25
- year fiaod plain or the highest d=im Ll sim O sim [d s1m
2 2 known flood ievel?

How many springs are within 100 m

of the msnure storage Faclity or & o ¢
manure coliection area?

T

How many water wells are within i.
104 m of the manyre storage ) ) Cj !
facllity or manure cobecton area’? K

Surface waker
infermaticn

What bz the shortest distance from
the manure cotlection or starage i
facifity to a surface water hody? 2 K Z8m 2Km §
{e.n; . ke, oresk, sleugh, seaconal)

k- = r»g,-.:ﬁh:'vs" o

What i5 the depth to the water I 3 ) é’ 7 é ?6’

table? e i

What 15 the depth to the

g::in::::er ﬁmumefaqum,-r vau Y / A /L// =4 Al / ‘4 ,r‘i,f//?

Addlticnat infarmatian (attach supportlinyg information, e.9. borahole logs, records, ste. you cansider selevant to your application)

Groundyater
informakiaon

Last updated Soptember £1, 3032

Applitaton Page T of 11
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Part 2 — Technical Requirements NRCB | N Fevoseer

Applizarion under the Agrfeufturaf Opornton Practizer Aot for 3 conflned desding oparatior, manyre exllpction areq, angfor manyre damge facltyfas]

DISTANCE OF ANY MANURE STORAGE FACILITY {(EXISTING OR PROPO } U'HI

@@ i

Mulghbour namels) bLegal fand description Digtance (m)
Bedw a A -3(-78-F-wé | gov
Hoss Swte) =27 § Al /5O
Drece SIE 35 -Ts 5 —e/l /¥0s

LAND BASE FOR MANURE AND COMPOST APPLICATION {complete only If an increase in livestock of manure protoction will accur)

Nams of iand owner{s)* bogal Iond descrptian u"ba:;ﬂ.* SoH zong F*¥
7;-111.{:#."’1:?& t/:s'fca;f 2f‘7¢"‘§ oSl "'m 290 Pc!‘nfa I‘an g :
26~ -5 -t 70 il

Tt

* T yoli are net the ragistered landgwner, you must attach sopies of land use agreemsnis signes by all rndownars,
o Available manure spreading acea {axcluding sethack areas from residerces, common boadies of water, watar wells, stc. 2% identified it Agcex (H6-3 Manyre Soresdicg

Regulations)
waw Srowe, flark Drown, Sleck, grey wooded, or irHigabed
Additional information {sttach ny additional information 25 required)

last uzdotes S=ptember L1, 2523
Apnication FPage 8 of 11
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Matural Hesohrces
Constrvation Board

B e

Part 2 — Technical Reguirements . NRCB

Applicathon under 1he Agricufterol Oprition froctiors ActHfor 3 confimed feeding operatien, micre colieclion area srdfor manare starage faclitvfics)

SOLID MANURE, COMPOST, & COMPOSTING MATERIALY: Barns, feedlots, & storage facilities -
Concrete liner

(T .o i o 5 AL i 64k i S sy o s i, sl 3 o ot

FacHity description / name {as indicated s site plan) - 141 L‘*Y"r brr T manwc s L_qﬂ
2. el Dara

Manure starege Capacity e @ 31*# l"lﬂ-_‘" 'f”"“‘ £ WL‘ Ty
Langth () Wit (m rekaekisrilllli -
* [s2 i
“1 152 T4
B 15 2

E' I plan to use a short-term sdlle manure starage (STMS) as part of my mangre storage and handling plan for this CFOQ, The AGPA
requirements for STMS are set out In the NRCE Shont-Term Sobd Manure Shorage Regurements Fact Sheet.

Sufnce watar contrel systems
Describe the rin-on and ranelf conloob system

Pretty much set wp as pe Stonttorel  Sef by NS
~laye lam  pud tdg coob
- Conceits brieks

L PTG R R e e rer—
Describe how the physical inbegeity of the Ener witl he makntained

A3 per stardacet  hishest Stardscot)

Lagt updatad Falwuary 26 2001

Applicalion Paoge 18 of 11
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Matirral Resaurcea
Conizervation Buarcd

Aerislrcation under Whe Aol Dperrtion Proctices Act for a conlined feeding speratlon, manure oollection 2rez and/er manura starage faciihdios)

SOLID MANURE, CDHFUST, & COMPOSTING MATERIALS: Barns, feadlots, & storage facilitles -

Concreta Hner {cont.)

Concreta finerdetsttte
Concrete thickness Mothod of sulphate protection:
&Y Typﬁ 50 Coacrede
Concrete strength Concrete reinfercenment size and spacing
g 2530 MAA, ISmm rebar 127 VC

Cohcrete requirements cren be found In Fechnical Gufdellne Agdex 026-93

Guidefine mindmdms:

Sofld manbrr: 25MPa (D)

Sodid mantre (wet): 30MPa (C)

Methad of suiphiaba protection:

Type B0 or Type 10 whh fly axh or equkvalent

Last vpdated Fabouary 26, 2021

Appdicalaon Fage 11 of 11
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Hi Elena,
RECREATIONAL USES CONTEMPLATED

Some municipatities contemplate having the storm ponds / little lakes used for recreation
which is not recommended in any season. Some thoughts how your insurance policy would
respond for bodily imjuries caused while skating at a2 stormwater pond rink in the
municipality. The policy is designed to respond to these types of losses in ganeral, for both
indamnity {damages) and defense, The ganeral liabitity policy would Likely respond 1o
injurias including catastrophic infuries to minors if it is determinad that the county is legally
tizble for injuries that occurred while using county sanctioned recregtional property. OF
course these are generat guidalinas, and we look at coverade specifically st the time of 2
clair. As stated above, the MD must make it known to all visitors of the property of ALL
know hazards and dangers if one were to enter onto the ice — open water.

WINTER SKATING RISKS - Supervised and non-Supetvised

AMA had previousty asked opinions of various legal counzel who have indicated that a
strong operational policy shouwtd be implemented and followed and even then, it is most
cartain the MD would still be considered legally liabie for injuries. The recommendations
inctuded:

s Staffing full time personnel to monitor each stormwater pond / little lake rink
fincluding after hours) who are trained to retrieve skaters from under the ice ifAwhen
they fall under.

s Staff should test for ice thicknass throughout the stormwater pond at teast daity at
many points on the rink. If skating is aliowed. If the decision is to net altow skaters,
Signage must indicate so and ptacement of barriers installed to pravent sase of
aceess onio ice.

» Staff would need to also be avaitable for anforcement 1o prevent the public from
going on the ice when ice thickness isn't adequsate
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+ Signage is hot enough of a deterrent for an outdoor space if ice conditions change
raguarly (weakhy}

Thare are risks which would not be covered by insurance including reputational risks if a
member of the public is injured at a stormwatar pond. Fcan comment that ihsurance would
be thare for the MD in general but would be remiss if | didn’t state that there are serious
concerns that this activity could resultin injury or worse, to a mamber of the public who
thought it would be fun to go out for a nighttime skate.

SPRING SUMMER FALL SWIMMING RISK { i applicable)

Having swimming areas is a regular operation for a municipality. With that in mind, there
are coverages in place in the CGL for incidents which could arise, though the participant
exclusion may come into effect for this activity, meaning that the person would need to
seek coverage through the provinciail bealth authority {AMS} or personal bansfits.

As you know, we owe 3 standard of care to anyone who may Come on our property. it's
important that, as tha MD ptans for this activity, that they keep that standard of carein
mind and take steps to ensure everyone is safe. There are a few considarations to take
when thinking about waterfront safety including but not limited to:

ts the waterfront in good condition?

s hidden underwater hazards identified, warning signs visible

= isitclearto tell where the preferred swimming area is located?

* [(appropriate signs, buoys, or other markers)

» Do signs advise as to supervision {if any) and, # supervised, hours of supervision
» Are hazards such rocks, changdes inwater depth ete, marked

= |5 all play eguipment in a good stata of repair?

a  Are sl rafts/docks snchored
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« Proper testing of water quality done at regular intervals

« [nspection/Maintenance logs are kept on file for minimum 2 years.

Fwoulkd aiso sugpgest that {ife saving equipment be readiy availabie {i.e. AED, life jackets,
safety flostation davices, ete.)

Regarding signage for Storm Pond / bodies of waters that the public has access should
hava signage detsiting all the hazards including:

« Approximate depth

« Exact Adress of location, if a person needs to calt 911 {Ezpecially for persons that
are not familiar with the area / location)

« Openwater hazard (especially in the winter season)

»  Environmental hazards of entering body of water or Environmental protected zong if
applicable

We recommendd in addition of the “Enter at Your Risk® - "No Trespassing” - signage to
fotlowing additions or separaie signage:

« DANGER

« Mo Llifeguard on Duty

« Mo Swimming or Wading
« NoSkating

« NoBoating

Lettering of warning shootd be minimum of 2 inches, graphics targe encugh to be claarky
seen, signage is weather resistant. Installation of signage should be permanent/hard to be
removed by vandals, extreme weather conditions. Signage at alt your open bodies should
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he placed on ALL publicly accessible and or approach of the body of water, pathways that
lead tofnear the body of water, ctear visihility from other obstructions such as other
signage, vegetation.

Checidist for Devaloping a Sign
«  Whydowe need a sign”
« What is the main message we want to convey?
« Wik 2 pictorial sign work?
» |s it easily understood by all?
+  Canwe use fewer words?
»  Spelling checked?
«  Comply with all legislation?
» What size is best?
=  What ig appropriate matarial?

= Whare should the =ign be located



Sign Materials

Material Strengths Weaknesses

Wood Blends with natural environment Easy lo vandalize
Easy to construct Difficult o carve
Can be individually shaped and carved delailed graphics
Can be painted
Ages well

Fibarglass Wide range of colours available Colours fade over
Good for detailed graphics lime
Can simulate nalural features such as
rock walls and stone
Cheap lo make duplicates
Resistant to weathering and vandalism

Metal Resistant to fading and discoloration Expensive lo
Good for detailed graphics duplicate
Can reproduce black & white photos Reflects bright
Range of ‘earthy’ colours available sunlight
Resistant to weathering and vandalism

Porcelain enamel | Good for delailed graphics Expensiva
Photographs can be reproduced Susceplible to
Wide range of colours available chipping and
Resistant lo weathering and vandalism | subsequent

rusting

Slone Good for black and white images Nalural contours
Good for detailed line art may make words
Resistant lo weathering and vandalism | difficult to read
Easy to maintain

85

RiskPro Credit would certainly apply to this in the event you decide to submit invoice of

signage for reimbursement.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

sincerely,
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Vay Diep

‘ RMA Risk Advisor

INSURANCE

Insurance | Rural Municipalities of Alberta

(% 0:825.319.2250 | C: 780.446.2353
rmalberta.com

) 2510 Sparrow Dr, Nisku, AB T9E 8N5

SUSSCRIBE T0 DUR EWSLETTER mn

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the
individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error, please
notify the system manager. Please note that any views or opinions presented in this email are
solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of the organization. The sender
does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in the contents of this message which arise
as a result of virus/malware infection or email transmission errors.

Save the date
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The Municipal District of Spirit River No.133 p ,&‘@

Box 389, 4202-50" Street, Spirit River, Alberta TOH 3GD
E-mail: mdsr133@mdspiritriver.ab.ca
Telephone (780) 864-3500

February 3, 2026

Attention: Ministry of Seniors, Community and Social Services, Government of
Alberta; Mayor and Councll, Town of Spirit River; Mayor and Council, Village of
Rycroft.

Formal Notification of Intent to Relinquish Unit Authority - Central Peace FCSS

Please accept this letter as formal notification that the Municipal District of Spirit
River No. 133 Council passed a motion on January 28" to relinquish its role as the
Unit Authority for the Central Peace Family and Community Support Services
(FCSS) partnership.

The Municipal District has been honored to serve as the Unit Authority for the past
21 years. During this time, we have taken great pride in the growth and impact of the
program within our region. However, Council has determined that it is the
appropriate time to transition these administrative and employer responsibilities to
a partner municipality. Please see attached letter from Reeve, Tony Van Rootselaar.

Transition and Continuity It is important to emphasize that this decision is strictly
administrative. The Municipal District of Spirit River No. 133 remains fully
committed to the FCSS program and will maintain its current financial
contributions. Our goal is to ensure a seamless transition that does not disrupt the
essential services provided to our residents,

As the Chief Administrative Officer, | have been authorized to initiate the transition
process. This will include:

« Organizing a joint meeting with the Town of Spirit River and the Village of
Rycroft to identify a successor Unit Authority.,

» Facilitating the transfer of legal employer obligations and administrative
duties.

» Coordinating with the Ministry to ensure all provincial requirements are met
during the transfer.
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We value our long-standing partnership and look forward to working closely with
you over the coming months to facilitate a smooth handover. We will reach out
shortly to propose a date for an initial transition meeting.

Sincerely,

S Aoyl

Shirley Hayden, Chief Administrative Officer

The Municipal District of Spirit River No. 133



Municipal District of Spirit River No. 133

Box 389 Spirit River, Alberta TOH 3G0  Telephone (780) 864-3500
E-mail: mdsr133@mdspiritriver.ab.ca

January 29, 2026

The Honourable Minister of Social Services
Office of the Minister, Honourable Jason Nixon
320 Legislature Building

10800 - 97 Avenue

Edmonton, AB T5K 2B6

RE: Central Peace FCSS — Transition of the Lead Municipality Authority

Dear Minister,

| am writing to inform you of an upcoming administrative change regarding our inter-
municipal collaboration for the Central Peace Family and Community Support Services
(FCSS).

The Municipal District of Spirit River No. 133, the Town of Spirit River, and the Village of
Rycroft have enjoyed a long-standing partnership in delivering FCSS programming. For
21 years, the MD has served as the "Unit Authority/ Lead” (Administering Municipality)
for this partnership.

To better align administrative capacity with governance responsibilities, the MD of Spirit
River has decided to step down as the Unit Authority. We are currently working with our
municipal partners to transition these administrative duties to a successor municipality
within the partnership.

We wish to assure you that the MD remains a funding partner in the Central Peace
FCSS, and this transition represents a restructuring of administrative duties rather than
a dissolution of the partnership. We are committed to maintaining strong inter-municipal
relations throughout this process.

If you require any further information regarding this governance change, please do not
hesitate to contact our office.

Sincerely,

Tony Van Rootselaar, Reeve
The Municipal District of Spirit River No. 133

TWah
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Corporate Headguarters
Siége Social Corporatif

935 de La Gauchetigre 5t. W
3 Floor/étage

Montreal, Quebec

H3B 2M3, Canada

Reglonal Headgquarters
Sitge Social Reglonal
17641 South Ashiand Ave
2 Floorfétage
Homewood, Hlinais
60430, United States

DIVISIONS:

Pacific/Pacifique

11717 — 138th Street
Surrey, Britlsh Columbla
VAR 675, Canada

Mountaln/Montagne
10229 —127th Avenue
Edmonton, Alberla
TSE 089, Canada

Prairie

821 Lagimodiere Bhvd
Winnipeg, Manitoba
R2] OTH, Canada

Great Lakes/Grands Lacs
1 Administration Road
Vaughan, Ontario

L4K 189, Canada

Champlaln

4500 Hickmore Street
Montreal, Quebec
HAT 1K2, Canada

North/Nord

700 Pershing Avenue
Pantiac, Michigan
48340, United States

Central/Centrale
15840 West Avenue
Harvey, lllinoks
60426, United States

South/Sud

2921 0ld Horn Lake Road
Memphis, Tennezsee
38109, United States

CH Emergency Communication
Centre / Centre de
Communlcation Durgence du CN

1-800-465-9239 [option 3)

CN

WWWL.CN.Ca
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Chief of Police = North America

Chef de la palice — Amérique du Nord

w]

935 de La Gauchetlére Strest West/Ouest
Monitréal, Québec, H3B 2M9

Canada

T 514-309-5113

October 31, 2025

Subject: CN Police want you to Stay Safe this Winter

No matter where you live, chances are you will face some challenging driving conditions In
the months ahead. Freezing rain, snow, sleet and whiteouts can make winter driving
downright dangerous.

In fact, according to the Transportation Safety Board data, railway crossing incidents
increase during the winter months. This Is due to many factors, including:

» lce and snow making it harder for drivers to stop and maneuver their vehicles;
= Snow covered roadways that hide pavement markings.

* Blowing snow, fog, and sleet that reduce visibility.

* Snowbanks and snow in trees reducing sight lines;

Following these simple tips can help keep you and your family safe when you encounter
train tracks this winter:

Winter driving presents serious challenges due to snow, ice, and reduced visibility. To stay
safe, it is important to plan ahead by checking weather forecasts for both your current
location and your destination. If conditions worsen while driving, stop at a safe location and
wait until it is safe to continue.

Slow down in poor weather conditions, especially near railway crossings. Reduced speed
gives you more time to react and avoid collisions. 5tay focused and turn off distractions like
radios and fans, roll down your window if visibility is poor, and listen carefully for
approaching trains. Snow and fog can mask both visual and auditory cues.

Watch for railway warning signs, especially at night or when snow covers the tracks, making
them appear like part of the roadway. Use winter tires, which offer better grip in cold
conditions compared to all-season tires. Finally, never drive impaired, alcohol and drugs
reduce your ability to react and make safe decisions.

Remember "Any time is train time". Be rail-smart this winter: Look. Listen. Live.

Sincerely,

Shawn Will
Chief Security Officer & Police Chief

Leading CM to be the safest and most secure rallway in North Amerlca.

Faire du CN le chemin de fer le plus sir et le plus sécurltaire en Amérique du Nord.
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From: Wyatt Skovron <wyatt@RMAlberta.com>
Sent: Friday, January 30, 2026 12:30 PM
Subject: RMA "Closing the Gap" Campaign - Member Package and Toolkit

Hello RMA mayors/reeves and CAOs,

***Please forward this email to councillors and relevant staff in your municipality***

As you are likely aware, RMA has launched our “Closing the Gap” campaign, which calls
for the formation of a collaborative approach between the Government of Alberta and rural

municipalities in closing the rural municipal infrastructure deficit. While the campaign has
resonated well with members and the media to this point, we are seeking your help to
communicate to local MLAs and other key GOA stakeholders the importance of rural
municipal infrastructure to the provincial economy, and the need for action to enhance
funding levels and allocation methodology, strategic planning and maintenance, improved
data collection and use, and other initiatives to build and maintain a strong rural municipal
network for the long-term.

As part of the campaign, we have developed a member briefing package and toolkit to

assist members in integrating the campaign’s key messaging with local data and narratives
on the importance and condition of the infrastructure that individual municipalities
manage. We would encourage you to utilize the toolkit to drive local advocacy on this
issue.

Feel free to reach out with any questions and stay tuned for further updates on the
campaign in the coming weeks and months.

Thanks,

Wyatt Skovron
R M General Manager of Policy and Advocacy

A lbapa UM paliey and Advocacy | Rural Municipalities of Alberta

‘\_‘ 0: 780.955.4096 | C: 780.292.1104
() rmalberta.com
() 2510 Sparrow Dr, Nisku, AB T9E 8N5

Csmcmenanewsn Lin] x] £
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Purpose of This Toolkit

The Closing the Gop campaign builds on RMA’s 2024 Rural Municipal Infrastructure Deficit Project
(RMIDP) report series, which included separate asset deficit reports for roads, bridges, and water
utilities, as well as a summary report.

For more detailed information to enhance individual member advocacy or to review RMA's specific
analysis of the rural municipal infrastructure deficit, the RMIDP reports can be found here:

+ RMA Bridge Asset Deficit Report and At-a-Glance Bridge Report

+ RMA Road Asset Deficit Report and At-a-Glance Roads Report

* RMA Utility Infrastructure Report and At-a-Glance Utilities Report
+* RMA Asset Deficit Summary Report

The 2024 research showed that rural municipalities face an infrastructure deficit (the amount of
investment required to upgrade the infrastructure to its ideal condition state) of approximately 517
billion. In addition to quantifying the deficit, the RMIDP included the development of 15
recornmendations directed at the Government of Alberta, RMA, and rural municipalities. The
recornmendations related to areas such as infrastructure funding levels, grant program design, data
gathering and usage, and other financial and non-financial approaches to how both levels of
government can work together to reduce the deficit.

Closing the Gap is intended to increase government, stakeholder and public understanding of the
importance of rural infrastructure and propose an approach by which the Government of Alberta, RMA
and municipalities can work together in the coming years to implement the RMIDP recommendations
and ultimately "close the gap” related to rural municipal infrastructure.

This toolkit equips RMA members with the information, messaging, and customizable materials needed
to participate in RMA’'s Closing the Gap campaign by bringing their own voice to advocate to the
Government of Alberta for a long-term provineial-municipal partnership related to managing and
investing in rural municipal infrastructure.

It is designed to help RMA member municipalities communicate the local importance of a strategic
partnership clearly and consistently, engage MLAs, residents, and industry partners, integrate similar
and consistent local data into broader campaign messaging, and support RMA’s campaign by aligning
local action with advocacy objectives.
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Key Messages for Rural Municipalities

There are several core messages related to the rural infrastructure deficit that RMA suggests all rural
municipalities utilize as a foundation for local advocacy to ensure consistency across Alberta.

The Issue

+ Rural municipalities maintain the majority of Alberta’s roads, bridges, and utility systems. These
assets support residents and enable the industries that drive Alberta’s economy to thrive via
connections to rural areas where natural resources are located in abundance.

#+ The causes and impacts of the rural municipal infrastructure deficit, as well as solutions, are
complex. Addressing the issue requires long-term collaboration between the Government of
Alberta, RMA, and rural municipalities.

+ Stagnant or decreasing provincial infrastructure funding, especially in the context of escalating
construction costs, inflationary pressures, and downloaded services, is accelerating rural
municipal infrastructure asset deterioration and placing a large burden on the rural municipal
tax base.

+ The rural infrastructure deficit — or the difference betweesn the target value of the infrastructure
assets and the value of the assets in their current condition — exceeded 517 billion in 2023 and is
projected to surpass 525 billion by 2025 without intervention.

Why It Matters

+ Rural infrastructure underpins Alberta’s supply chains, resource industries, and economic
corridors. Every industry from agriculture to forestry to oil and gas and mining is reliant on the
rural road and bridge networks managed and maintained by rural municipalities, many of whom
have limited tax bases and whose infrastructure funding from the province is insufficient to keep
up with yearly maintenance and renewal.

+ Deferring essential work on aging infrastructure assets saves money in the short term and
balances tight budgets, but increases long-term holding costs, maintenance and renewal costs
and reduces reliability, which threatens the ability of industry to utilize these infrastructure
networks when seeking resources or getting get their goods to market as well as community
safety and connectivity.

#+ Solutions to reduce the infrastructure deficit must move beyond funding. Given the strategic
importance of rural infrastructure to both local and provincewide economic development,
improved data access and usage and more proactive decision-making around infrastructure
investment and maintenance are crucial to building a resilient system for the long-term.

¢ Stable, predictable funding increases to offset inflation and increased construction costs will be
essential for the long-term maintenance and renewal.

What RMA Is Advocating For

1. A partnership approach to “closing the gap”
A strong rural infrastructure network is critical to local and provincial economic development.
Both the Government of Alberta and municipalities bring distinct skills, perspectives, and
responsibilities to the table in relation to supporting rural municipal infrastructure. Working
together on a strategy that balances local knowledge with provincial capacity is crucial to
supporting rural infrastructure today and in the future.
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2. Collaborative development of fair and predictable funding approaches

Codevelop funding principles, allocation approaches, and decision-making frameworks that
reflect rural cost drivers.

3, Short-term stabilization funding through increases to existing programs
Immediate, stopgap increases to LGFF and STIP to stabilize critical rural roads and bridges.

4. Long-term funding reform, provincewide condition assessment strategy, and asset
management support
A standardized condition assessment framework, risk based prioritization matrix, and innovation
funding, accompanied by resources to strengthen municipalities’ asset management capacity.

Guidance on Tone and Delivery of Advocacy Messaging

RMA suggests that when members advocate through written, verbal, or other means, they strive to
ensure that their language and tone is:

+ Optimistic — framing this issue as an opportunity for the province to stimulate the economy and
invest in long-term economic growth and prosperity is more likely to result in successes than
framing it as a crisis that needs billions in immediate funding.

¢ Collaborative — “closing the gap” requires effort and partnership between both levels of
government. Municipalities have local knowledge and direct responsibility for management of
assets, while the Government of Alberta has technical knowledge, financial capacity, and the
strategic oversight experience to ensure decisions are made strategically on a provincewide
hasis.

¢ Evidence based — rural municipalities know the condition of their infrastructure networks, the
financial pressures of maintaining the network, and the local risks posed by continuing the
status guo. Sharing this local information with MLAs, ministers, local stakeholders, and the
public is crucial to establishing the need for a partnership.

+ Focused on solutions = While the infrastructure deficit is daunting, RMA sees a path forward.,
Emphasizing some or all of the recommendations in the RMIDP project, as well as local ideas to
address the most urgent assets, will be a valuable approach to spurring action at the provincial
level.

Suggested Engagement Tactics for Members

RMA encourages members to reach out and connect with your local MLA to ensure that all members of
the legislative assembly and cabinet have a strong understanding of the nature and scale of the
deteriorating condition and underinvestment in Alberta’s rural infrastructure. While RMA is undertaking
this work at a provincial level, telling the story locally is likely to resonate with government decision-
makers, MLAS, and media.

Suggested engagement tactics include:

Seak a meeting with your local MLA: using the key messages to guide the conversation and local data
(section 5) to back up arguments, Come prepared with local data on infrastructure assets (conditions,
closures, upcoming annual costs), budget items (infrastructure line items, annual budgets, annual
provincial funding, budget pressures), and other related information.

Refer your MLA to RMA’s 2024 RMIDP reports and Closing the Gap campaign. Emphasize that
addressing the rural infrastructure deficit requires not only increased and predictable funding, but a
stronger provincial-municipal partnership focused on long-term planning, asset management, shared
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responsibility, and coordinated investment in high-risk, high value infrastructure assets. Ask your MLA to
support AMA's Budget 2026 recommendations to ensure that iocal industries and the provinge’s
economic growth at large can continue to rely on rural road, bridge, and utility infrastructure,

Use Council Meetings to Bulld Awareness: Present the RWA RMIDP Reports, the Closing the Gop
campaign content, and member-specific data to councils and administrations. Al rural municipal elected
officials and administrators shoubd have a strong understanding of the scale and nature of this I5s5ue,

Communicate with Residents: Rural Albertans are the primary users of rurat transportation
infrastructure and know all too well the issues with deteriorating asset conditions and imcomplete
maintenance and renews activitles. Urilize menicipal newsletters, social media, or engagements to
ensure that ratepayers bave a strong understanding of vour municipality's infrastructure responsibilities,
the risks of underfunding, and the role they can play in advocating for government action. Some specific
means to raising pullic awareness ikclude;

+ Add a short campaign blurb to your website,
+ Share weekly soclal media posts from the toolkit.
* Include a paragraph in vour municipal newstetter,

Engage with Lotal Industries [Agriculture, Forestry, Oif and Gas, etc.): Strong rural infrastrusture
increases productivity, reduces risk, and supports long-term competitiveness for many industrial users.
Because industry depends on relizble rural roads, bridges, and wtilities, focal employers are hatural
partners in advocating for long term solutions. Their voices can help demonstrate the connectian
between industry and infrastructure and thal addressing the rural infrastructore deficit requires not only
funding, but a stranger provincial-municipal-industsial partnership.

*  |nvite focat Industries inte the advoracy effort by sharing the Closing the Gap campaign, RMA's
2024 RMIDP reports, and same municipality-specific infrastructure data with them. The intent is
1o hetp industry understand the scale of the infrastructure deficit and how it affects their
operations, and to encourage them to join monicipalities in advocating for long-term, strategic
irnvestrmant.

+ Encourage prominent focal industry parthers 1o provide [etters of support, guotes for municipal
advocacy materials, or to join munkipal elecied officials when meeting with MLAs,

+ Industry participation can highlight the economic conseruences of deteriorating infrastructure,
such as toad restrictions, cosures, delays, or increased operating costs, and reinforce that rural
infrastructure investment Is essential to Alberta’s economic resilience.

Media Engagement: Engaging focs] media helps raise public awareness, demonstrate the real-world
impacts of the rural infrastructure funding deficit, and build broader support for provincial action, Local
stories and examplas are especially effective in showing that this issue affects both commanities and the
tndustries that drive Alberta’s economy.

* {ssue a forcal news refease, highlighting the local impacts of the rurat infrastructure funding
deficit and sharing local examples of deteriorating inlrastructare with accompanying financial
information showing chronic underfunding. Bridges or roads that need repairs or that will be
closed indefinitely are strong examples,

+ Offer your Reeve/Mayaor for interviews to discuss the Jocal impacts of underinvestment in rural
transportation infrastructure.
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Member Specific Data

When engaging with provincial elected officials or speaking publicly on this issue, clear quantitative data
and strong gualitative examples are essential to demonstrate the local impacts of the infrastructure
funding deficit. RMA recommends that municipalities collect and reference the following high-level
information during advocacy efforts to help ensure a consistent, credible message is provided across all
rural municipalities.

Municipal Financial Information

Annual Municipal Capital
Budget:

Annual Municipal
Dperating Budget:

Annual provincial STIP
funding received:

Annual provincial LGFF
funding received:

Major cost pressures
(materials, labour,
inflation, downloaded
services):

Examples of deferred
projects due to budget
constraints:

Estimated funding gap
{municipal estimate of
unmet needs, if known):

Impact of current
funding levels on tax
rates or reserves:




Rural Roads
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Total kilometres of
roads:

Known problem areas:

Major road projects
required in the next 1-5
years:

Examples of roads
affecting industry or
emergency response:

Estimated cost pressures
or future investments
needed:

Rural Bridges

Total number of bridges:

Total number of culverts:

Bridges under load
restriction or closure:

Bridges nearing end of
life {if known):

Major bridge projects in
the next 1-5 years:

Examples of bridge
impacts on industries
and residents:

Rural Water and Wastewater Utilities

Systems requiring
upgrades or renewals:
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Capacity or regulatory
challenges:

Major utility projects
required in the next 1-5
years:

Examples of service risks
or constraints:

Local Economic Impacts

e ——— L
Examples of delays,

failures, or closures
related to infrastructure:

Key local industries
affected by the closure
of roads and bridges:

Potential economic risks
(job loss, tax revenue,
ete.)

Impacts on supply chains
(hauling costs, supply
chains, workforce
mobility)

Community impacts
(emergency response,
school buses, health care
access)

Local Advocacy Priorities

Immediate needs related
to rural road, bridge, and
utility infrastructure:

Long-term needs related
to rural road, bridge, and
utility infrastructure:




How RMA's Budpet 2026
Asks and Closing the Gap
campaign

recammendations would

assist your municipalily:

Opportunities Tar
provincial-municipal
parinership beyond
funding
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